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PROCEEDINGS 


OF  THE 


• 

Fortieth  Annual  Convention 


FIRST  DAY— MORNING  SESSION 


Pursuant  to  law  the  Fortieth  Annual  Convention  of 
the  Massachusetts  State  Branch,  American  Federation 
of  Labor,  was  called  to  order  at  10.20  A.  M.  in  Liberty 
Hall,  Lowell  Auditorium,  Lowell,  Massachusetts,  by  Pres- 
ident Michael  J.  O'Donnell. 

President  Michael  J.  O'Donnell:  At  this  time  it 
gives  me  great  pleasure  to  present  to  you  Brother. 
Charles  E.  Anderson,  of  the  Lowell  Trades  and  Labor 
Council  and  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Arrange- 
ments for  this  Convention.     [Applause.] 

Charles  E.  Anderson:  Mr.  President,  Your  Honor,  the 
Mayor,  honored  guests  and  delegates  to  this  conven- 
tion. In  behalf  of  the  Trades  and  Labor  Council  of 
Lowell,  I  extend  to  you  the  welcome  of  our  city.  We 
have  come  here  to  this  convention  with  great  things 
in  mind  for  the  betterment  of  the  Trades  Union  move- 
ment and  for  the  general  welfare  of  all  the  workers  of 
our  commonwealth. 

This  can  be  said  of  every  convention  of  this  organi- 
zation, but  may  we  say  it  with  more  determination  at 
this  time  when  financiers  and  captains  of  industry  are 
manipulating  schemes  for  their  own  benefit  and  detri- 
mental to  the  workers. 

We  must  make  every  effort  to  bring  the  unorganized 
within  the  fold  of  the  Trades  Union  movement  for  it 
is  only  through  strong  organization  that  we  will  be 
able  to  combat  the  onslaughts  made  upon  us  by  the 
various  employers'  organizations. 

We  will,  in  spite  of  all  the  powerful  obstacles  now 
impeding  our  path,  carry  on.  We  would  be  undeserving 
of  the  liberties  established  by  those  who,  in  countless 
thousands,  laid  down  their  lives  on  battlefields  where 
tyranny  was  overcome,  if  we  did  not  hold  the  torch  of 
human  liberty  higher  than  ever  before,  and  continue 
with  added  determination  our  effort  to  educate  the 
wage  earners,  so  that  through  their  trade  union  organ- 
izations they  not  only  will  fully  protect  their  freedom, 
and  their  right  of  equality  to  all  other  citizens,  but  in 
addition  press  forward  and  secure  a  much  larger  mea> 
ure  of  justice  and  of  opportunity. 

I  feel  confident  and  express  the  hope  that  your  delib- 
erations will  bring  to  you  and  those  whom  you  repre- 
sent the  greatest  measure  of  success.  [Continued  ap- 
plause.] 


Charles  E.  Anderson:  It  gives  me  great  pleasure  at 
this  time  to  present  to  you,  His  Honor,  the  Chief  Exec- 
utive of  our  city,  Mayor  John  J.  Donovan. 

Mayor    Donovan    extended    greetings    to    the    40th 
Convention  in  the  city  of  Lowell  from  himself  and  the 
City  Officials,  laid  open  to  the  delegates  the  welcome 
of  the  city  and  concluded  with  words  of  encouragement 
for  the  success  of  the  Convention.     [Applause.] 

Charles  E.  Anderson:  It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to 
now  introduce  to  you,  Honorable  James  J.  Gallagher, 
Chairman  of  the   City  Council  of  Lowell. 

Honorable  James  J.  Gallagher  extended  his  welcome 
to  the  Convention  and  expressed  his  hope  that  the 
deliberations  of  the  sessions  would  bring  prosperity  to 
the   great   movement.      [Applause.] 

Charles  E.  Anderson:  Your  committee  on  arrange- 
ments has  invited  a  guest  and  speaker  here  today  to 
welcome  you,  and  I  know  you  will  be  pleased  to  hear 
him,  Mr.  John  J.  Walsh,  of  the  Lowell  Post  of  the 
American  Legion. 

Mr.  John  J.  Walsh  extended  a  most  hearty  welcome 
from  the  American  Legion  and  throughout  his  remarks 
savored  the  splendid  and  cordial  spirit  extant  between 
the  American  Legion  and  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  and  its  affiliated  bodies.      [Applause.] 

Charles  E.  Anderson:  It  gives  me  great  pleasure  at 
this  time,  to  now  turn  this  Convention  over  to  its 
President,  Michael  J.  O'Donnell,  but  before  he  takes 
the  Chair,  let  me  present  to  him  a  token  from  the 
Trades  and  Labor  Council  of  this  city,  this  Union  male 
Gavel.      [Continued   applause.] 

-  Michael  J.  O'Donnell,  President  of  the  State  Feder- 
ation of  Labor,  extended  the  thanks  and  appreciation  of 
the  Convention  assembled  to  the  speakers  who  wel- 
comed the  delegates  and  urged  that  every  delegate 
present  lend  his  efforts  to  make  this  Convention  one 
to  be  recorded  in  the  history  of  the  labor  movement. 
[Applause.] 

Moved  and  seconded  that  we  extend  a  rising  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  speakers  who  so  ably  addressed  and  wel- 
comed our  Convention  to  the  City  of  Lowell.  Adopted 
unanimously. 

President  Michael  J.  O'Donnell  then  declared  the 
Convention  duly  convened. 


MASSACHUSETTS  STATE  BRANCH,  A.  F.  OF  L. 


Secretary-Treasurer  Martin  T.  Joyce  read  the  Call 
for  the  Convention  as  follows: 

CONVENTION  CALL 

Boston,  June  1,  1925. 
To  all  affiliated  Unions,  greetings: 

You  are  hereby  notified  that,  pursuant  to  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  Massachusetts  State  Branch,  American 
Federation  of  Labor,  the  40th  Annual  Convention  of  the 
Mass.  State  Branch,  A.  F.  of  L.,  will  be  held  in  Liberty 
Hall,  Lowell  Memorial  Auditorium,  beginning  at  10 
o'clock,  Monday  morning,  August  3,  1925,  and  will  con- 
tinue in  session  from  day  to  day  until  the  business 
of  the  Convention  has  been  completed. 

REPRESENTATION 

Each  Union  of  200  members  or  less  attached  to  a 
National  or  International  Union,  when  one  is  in  exis- 
tence, shall  be  entitled  to  one  delegate  and  an  additional 
delegate  for  each  200  or  a  majority  fraction  thereof, 
and  each  Central  Labor  Union  composed  of  miscellaneous 
bodies  shall  be  entitled  to  two  delegates. 

Only  bona  fide  wage  workers  who  are  not  members 
of  or  eligible  to  membership  in  other  trade  unions  are 
eligible  as  delegates  in  Federal  Labor  Unions. 

Delegates  must  be  selected  at  least  two  weeks  previ- 
ous to  the  Convention  and  their  names  and  addresses 
forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Massachusetts  State 
Branch,  A.  F.  of  L.,  immediately  after  their  election.    - 

A  delegate  to  be  seated  in  the  Convention  must  have 
at  least  five  Union  Labels  on  his  wearing  apparel. 

Delegates  shall  not  be  entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  Con- 
vention of  this  body  unless  their  organization  is  in 
good  standing  as  defined  in  Article  IV.,  Section  9,  and 
no  person  shall  be  recognized  as  a  delegate  who  is  not 
a  member  in  good  standing  of  the  organization  he  is 
elected  to  represent. 

Your  Local  Union  is  entitled  to  Delegates. 

CREDENTIALS 

Credentials  in  duplicate  are  forwarded  to  all  affiliated 
Unions.  The  duplicate  credentials  must  be  given  to 
the  delegate  elect  and  the  original  forwarded  to 
MARTIN  T.  JOYCE,  Secretary-Treasurer,  Room  819, 
Lawyers  Bldg.,  11  Beacon  St.,  Boston. 

The  Committee  on  Credentials  will  meet  at  the  head- 
quarters, New  American  Hotel,  Central  Street,  Lowell, 
Mass,  Sunday,  August  2,  1925,  at  6  P.  M.,  and  will 
report  immediately  upon  the  opening  of  the  Conven- 
tion;   hence   Secretaries   will  observe   the  necessity  of 


mailing  the  credential  of  their  respective  delegates  at 
the  earliest  possible  moment. 

All  delegates  shall  appear  in  person  before  the 
Credential  Committee  regarding  the  five  labels  on  their 
wearing  apparel. 

RESOLUTIONS 
Article  3,  Section  3,  of  the  Constitution:  Local  Unions 
and  Central  Labor  Unions  or  delegates  therefrom  affili- 
ated with  the  State  Branch,  American  Federation  of 
Labor,  are  urgently  requested  to  submit  resolutions, 
amendments  to  the  Constitution  or  grievances,  so  that 
they  may  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  at  least  three 
days  prior  to  the  opening  of  the  Convention,  that  they 
may  be  considered  by  Committee  as  per  the  Constitu- 
tion. 

HOTEL  RATES 
Convention     Headquarters — New     American     Hotel, 
Central  Street.     Rates:   Single  $2.00  up;   Double  $3.50 
up. 

Richardson  Hotel,  Middlesex  Street.  Single  $1.50  up; 
Double  $2.50  up. 

Reservations  in  lodging  houses  should  be  made  with 
the  committee  in  charge  of  convention  arrangements  in 
Lowell. 

Delegates  are  advised  to  communicate  with  the  Hotel 
immediately  upon  their  election  and  make  their  reser- 
vation, or  with  Parker  F.  Murphy,  233  Central  Street, 
Lowell,  Mass.,  to  make  certain  of  your  reservation. 
Fraternally  yours, 

MICHAEL  J.  O'DONNELL,  President, 
81  Canal  St.,  Boston,  Mass.,  Room  218 
MRS.  MARY  V.   MURPHY, 

57  Olney  Street,  Dorchester 
JOHN  VAN  VAERENEWYCK, 

47  Sheridan  Ave.,  Medford 
CHARLES  H.  FINN. 

71  Davis  Street,  Wollaston 
E.  A.  JOHNSON, 

386  Harrison  Ave.,  Boston 
FRANK  W.   GIFFORD, 

P.  O.  Box  225,  Brockton 
PATRICK  J.   GRIFFIN, 

131  Cedar  Street,  Roxbury 
PETER  J.  MURPHY, 

48  Wood  Ave.,  Mattapan 
Vice-Presidents. 

MARTIN  T.  JOYCE, 

Secretary-Treasurer. 
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REPORT  OF  CREDENTIAL  COMMITTEE 
Committee  on  Credentials  met  and  organized  with 
P.  H.  Jennings,  Central  Labor  Union,  Boston,  as  Chair- 
man and  Parker  F.  Murphy,  Trades  and  Labor  Council, 
Lowell,  as  Secretary  and  submit  the  following  report 
to  this  convention: 


BOSTON 

Apartment  House  Janitors,  5 
Robert  A.  Isaacs 

Asbestos  Workers,   6 
E.  A.  Johnson 

Bakers,  7 
Patrick  J.  Leonard 

Barbers,  182 
Thomas  F.  Powers 
John  B.  Manganaro 

Bartenders,  77 
Richard  W.  Garrity 

Bindery  Women,  56 
Mary  E.  Meehan 

Blacksmiths,  105 
Patrick  J.   McGary 

Boot  &  Shoe  Workers,  0 
C.  L.  Baine 
Thomas  O'Hare 

Boot  &   Shoe   Workers,   229 

1    Frank  E.   Cook 

1    J.   Thomas  Beasley 

Boot   &   Shoe   Workers,  512 
Jennie    MacDonald 

Bottlers  &    Drivers,   122 
M.  J.  Hines 

Brewery  Workmen,   14 
Arno  Auerbach 

Bridge  Tenders,  12333 
Francis  F.  Morse 

Carpenters,   56 
John  Morgan 
James  A.  Williams 
Frank  Brown 

Cement  &  Asphalt  Workers 
John  C.   Carroll 

Central    Labor   Union 
Frank  H.  McCarthy 
P.   H.   Jennings 


Cigarmakers,  97 
William   Collins 
John  Van  Vaerenewyck 
C.   J.   Blockland 

City  Inspectors,  15833 
Francis  J.  Dowd 

City  Men.  149 
Albert  H.  Brown 

Coal  Teamsters,  68 
John  J.  Johnson 
Thomas   O'Donnell 
Louis  L.  Bird 

Electrical   Workers,   103 
Frank  J.  Kelley 
Martin  T.  Joyce 
John  J.  Regan 
Frank   R.   Sheehan 

Electrical   Workers,   104 

E.    McEachern 

Electrotypers,  11 
Martin  J.  Casey 

Elevator  Constructors,  4 
John  C.  McDonald 

Engineers,  849 
Peter  J.  Connelly 

Federal    Employees,  25 
John  P.  Carroll 
Dennis  J.  Murphy 
Thomas  J.  Eagan 
James  B.  Curran 

Federal  Employees,  15906 
Catherine  Coughlin 

Firemen,  3 
John  McNamara 

Gas   Distributors,   15268 
Myles   Connors 

Gas  House  Employees,  17009 
James  J.  Lynch 

Hoist.  &  Port.  Engineers,  4 
Geo.   G.   Barry 
James   F.   Fitzpatrick 


Machinists,  264 
P.  J.  King 

Marble  &  Tile  Setters  Helpers,  18 
John  T.  Walsh 

Metal  Polishers,  95 
C.   J.   Driscoll 

Milk   Wagon    Drivers,   380 
James  F.  Walsh 
Roy  Bangs 
George   Brooks 

Molders,   106 
Daniel  S.  Callahan 

Moving    Picture   Operators,    182 
James  F.  Burke 

Musicians,   9 
Thomas  H.  Finigan 
Mrs.  Mary  V.  Murphy 

Newspaper  Writers,   17662 
Michael  J.  Flynn 

Post  Office  Clerks,  100 
John  A.  Kelley 
Edward  F.  Fitzpatrick 
W.  A.  Collins 
J.  J.  Trainor 
W.  G.  Hanglin 

Photo   Engravers,  3 
George  H.  Dodge 

Printing  Pressmen,  67 
Joseph  A.  Dart 

Press  Assistants,  18 
Daniel  J.  McDonald 

Sheet    Metal   Workers,   17 
James  T.  Moriarty 

Stablemen  &  Garagemen,  367 

Michael  A.   Murphy 

Stationary  Firemen,  3 
John  F.  McNamara 
Robert  J.  Doran 

Steam   Fitters,  537 
P.  J.  Griffin 
A.   E.  Chandler 
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Stenographers,     Bookkeepers,     Ac- 
countants &  Office  Employees, 
14965 
Ida  Smith 

Street   Carmen,   589 
James   F.  Kane 
Michael  J.    O'Hare 
Arthur  Donohue 
James  Hagerty 
Joseph  N.  Shone 
James   J.   Murray 
Timothy  J.  Mahoney 
Patrick  O'Donnell 
John   C.    Carey 
John  J.  Cronin 
Frank  J.  Brennan 
Stephen  J.   Crocker 
Phillip   M.  McGrath 
George  H.  Cormickle 
Daniel  J.  Looney 
Elmer  E.   Smith 
Joseph  A.  McLeod 
Thomas  J.   Sullivan 
Charles  W.  Saunders 
John  Garrity 
Charles   H.    Clark 
Timothy  J.  Regan 
Ernest  O.  M.  Fehrnstrom 
Michael  J.  Walsh 
John  J.  Lyons 
Michael  J.  Flanagan 
Patrick    O'Neil 
Ralph  Shutzman 
Peter  J.  Murphy 
Charles  J.  Hodsdon 

Telephone   Operators,   1A 
Margaret  Connelly 

Teamsters,  25 

John   M.  Gillespie 
Joseph  J.  Hunt 
Michael  J.  O'Donnell 

Teamsters,  379 
John  Fay 

Theatrical   Stage   Employees,  11 
Frank  Monroe 
George  E.  Curran 

Typographical,    13 
J.   Arthur  Moriarty 
Edward  M.  Martin 
Bylvei  tor  J.  McBride 
Thomas   M.  Nolan 
John   O.   Battis 

United  Garment  Workers,  1 
Nathan   Bidd 


United  Garment  Workers,  163 
Bertha  Zepf 

United  Hatters,  6 
Charles  Morris 

Waiters  &  Cooks,  34 
Charles  E.   Yates 
John  J.  Kearney 
Harry   Epstein 
Chris  Lane 

Waitresses,  112 
Bessie   C.  Irving 

Web    Pressmen,   3 
John  N.  Badaracco 
James  P.  Shea 

BROCKTON 

Boot  &  Shoe  Cutters,  35 
Charles  S.  Cooke 
Albert  F.  Jocoy 

Central  Labor  Union 
Frank  W.  Gifford 

Edgemakers  &   Heelers,   118 
F.  L.  Carlin 
Patrick  O.  Byrne 

Lasters,   100 
Edward  P.  Holmes 
Angus  McDonald 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers,  393 
C.   F.   Nutl 

Street  Carmen,  235 
John  J.  O'Connell 

Treers,  Dressers  &  Packers,  36 
Robert  W.   Upton 
Edward  Signor 

Vampers,  256 
John  F.  Grant 
Barnard  F.  Smith 

BRIDGEWATER 

Boot  &  Shoe  Workers,  357 
James  Murphy 
William  Thompson 

CAMBRIDGE 

# 
Barbers,   910 

Anthony  J.  Rociti 

Book   Binders,  204 
James  F.  Connolly 


Central    Labor   Union 
Joseph  J.  Cabral 
Harry  W.  Joel 

City    Employees,   8279 
John  J.  Corcoran 

CHELSEA 

Barbers,  894 
Carl  Shapiro 

EASTON 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers,  356 

Augustus  Hopkins 

FRANKLIN 

Molders,  372 
Eugene  L.  Murphy 

FITCHBURG 

Barbers,  284 
L.  J.  Demers 

HAVERHILL 

Central   Labor  Union 
D.  Austin  Hadlock 

Boot  &  Shoe   Workers,  1 
James  J.  Neagle 
W.  G.   Baxter 

HOLYOKE 

Barbers,  545 
William  A.  Best 

Central  Labor  Union 
William  E.  Nutley 
John  Breshnahan 

Street  Carmen,  537 
Frank  H.  Shea 

HINGHAM 

Federal    Employees,   51 
Anna  Weinstock 

LAWRENCE 

Boot  &  Shoe   Workers,   119 
Octavia    Boyce 
R.  C.  Gilbert 

Central   Labor  Union 
Maurice  F.  McKenna 

Shop  &   Millmen,   1092 
James  R.  Menzie 

Street  Carmen,  261 
John  F.  O'Brien 
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LOWELL 

A.  A.  of  St.  and  E.  R.  E. 

William  H.  Conroy 

Barbers  323 
Herbert  W.   Jordan 


QUINCY 

of  A.,  280         Street  Carmen,  253 
Robert  J.  Egan 

Central  Labor  Union 
Charles  H.  Finn 


Central  Labor  Union 
Harold  P.  Redden 

Moving    Picture    Operators,    186 
John  F.  Gatelee 


Machinists,  138 
Bartholomew  J.  Swift 


Molders,  85 
Patrick  J.  McGarrell 

Municipal   Emp.,  14265 
Daniel  Moynihan 


WALTHAM 


ROCKLAND 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers,  48 
Edward  Hogan 
Joseph  O'Hayne 
Winfield   Davison 
Patrick  McDonnell 
John  H.  Dillon 


Barbers,  711 
Thomas  Venuti 

C.  L.  U. 

R.  Marginot 
A.  J.  Wilcke 


Trades  and  Labor  Council 

Charles  E.  Anderson 
Parker  F.  Murphy 


LYNN 

Bakers,  182 
William  V.  Irvine 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers,  205 
Harlan  P.   Chesley 

Central  Labor  Union 
William  A.  Nealey 

Electrical  Workers,  622 

Charles  D.  Keaveney 

Street  Carmen,  238 
Benjamin  Simpson 


MALDEN 

Central  Labor  Union 
Walter  J.  Harrington 
Austin  P.  Kaveney 

MILFORD 

Boot  &  Shoe  Workers,  40 
John  Reardon    • 

NEW    BEDFORD 

Central  Labor  Union 
George  Sanderson 
Joseph  Trudeau 


NORTH  BROOKFIELD 

United  Garment  Workers,  124 

Theresa  Connelly 


SALEM 

Bakery  and  Confectionery 
Workers,  277 
Joseph  T.  Walsh 

Barbers,  385 
Silas  N.  Lapham 

Central  Labor  Union 
Charles   L.   Reed 
C.  W.  Fitzgerald 

Electrical  Workers,  259 
Roy  W.  Canney 


SOMERVILLE 

Central  Labor  Union 
R.  F.  Maguire 
G.  E.  Capelle 


SOUTH    BRAINTREE 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers,  143 
Henry  J.  Mann 


SPRINGFIELD 

Barbers,  30 
H.  C.  Niebuhr 


Cigarmakers,  49 
John  W.  Russell 

Painters,  257 
H.  K.  Woods 

Street  Carmen,  448 
Edward  A.  Raleigh 
David  J.  Meaney 


WEBSTER 

Boot  and  Shoe   Workers,  278 

Lena  Jewell 
Otto  J.  Lorenz 


WORCESTER 

Barbers,   186 
M.  J.  Bachand 

Carpenters,  23 

Thomas  F.  Reney 

Carpenters,  408 
W.  F.  Grenier 
A.   J.   Gagnon 

Carpenters,  877 
Louis  Fay 

Central  Labor  Union 
Thomas  F.  Lonergan 
Thomas  F.  Conroy 

Electrical   Workers,   96 

George  Miller 

•Street  Carmen,  22 
William  H.  Leahey 
Charles  F.  Dacey 
Arthur  J.  Barrett 
Patrick  J.  Shea 
Walter  J.  Hannigan 
Joseph  S.  Martin 

Typographical,  165 
Phillip  H.  Beahn 

Women's  Trade  Union  League 
Pearl  Katz 
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Moved  and  seconded  that  the  report  of  Credential 
Committee  be  accepted  and  the  delegates  seated. 
Adopted. 

President  O'Donnell  then  appointed  Daniel  J.  Cal- 
lahan, Molders  106,  Boston,  Sergeant  at  Arms. 

President  O'Donnell  appointed  the  following  Standing 
Committees: 

CREDENTIAL  COMMITTEE 
P.  Harry  Jennings,  Boston. 
Parker  F.  Murphy,  Lowell. 
H.  F.  Baxters,  Haverhill. 
Thos.  F.  Powers,  Boston. 
L.  J.  Demers,  Fitchburg. 

RESOLUTION   COMMITTEE 

Frank  H.  McCarthy,  Boston. 
Frank  Morse,  Boston. 
James  Menaie,  Lawrence. 
Charles   Anderson,   Lowell. 
George  Sanderson,  New  Bedford. 
Michael  A.  Murphy,  Boston. 
Edward  A.  Raleigh,  Springfield. 
James  Moriarty,  Boston. 

CONSTITUTION 

Harry  Joel,   Cambridge. 
John  J.  Kearney,  Boston. 
John  F.  Reardon,  Milford 
Frank  Shea,  Holyoke. 
H.  C.   Niebuhr,   Springfield. 
Phillip  H.  Beahn,  Worcester. 

JOINT   REPORT 

Eugene  Murphy,  Franklin. 

Charles  Reed,  Salem. 

Mary  Meehan,  Boston. 

Maurice  F.  McKenna,  Lawrence. 

Herbert  M.  Jordan,  Lowell. 

Charles  S.   Cook,   Brockton. 

Theresa  Connolly,  North  Brookfleld. 

Otto  J.  Lorenz,  Webster. 

Thos.  F.  Reney,  Worcester. 

Charles  Yates,  Boston. 

John  W.  Russell,  Springfield. 

Thomas  Venuti,  Waltham. 


William  A.  Best,  Holyoke. 
Thomas  H.  Finnigan,  Boston. 
Timothy  J.  Regan,  Boston. 
Sylvester  J.  McBride,  Boston. 

LEGISLATIVE  AGENT  REPORT 
George  H.  Miller,  Worcester. 
Robert  Isaacs,  Boston. 
W.  A.  Nealey,  Lynn. 
John  J.  O'Connell,  Brockton. 
Walter  J.  Harrington,  Maiden. 
Daniel  McDonald,  Boston. 
John  Curran,  Boston. 
David  J.  Meaney,  Springfield. 
Margaret  Connolly,  Boston. 
John  Macdonald,  Boston. 

GRIEVANCES 

Michael  J.  Hines,  Boston. 

Thos.   O'Donnell,   Boston. 

Patrick  A.  Byrne,  Brockton. 

Joseph  Cabral,  Cambridge. 

W.  V.  Irvine,  Lynn. 

L.  G.  Fay,  Worcester. 

Octavia  Boyce,  Lawrence. 

Augustus  Hopkins,  No.  Easton. 

Richard  W.  Garrity,  Boston, 
i 

RULES 

Albert  Brown,  Boston. 
James  Murphy,  Bridgewater. 
R.  C.  Gilbert,  Lawrence. 
Joseph  Trudeau,  New  Bedford. 
H.  K.  Woods,  Springfield. 
Bessie  C.  Irving,  Boston. 

DISTRIBUTION 

Charles  D.   Keaveney,  Lynn. 
Silas  N.  Lapham,  Salem. 
Thomas  F.  Conroy,  Worcester. 

President  O'Donnell:  The  Officers  will  not  burden 
you  with  the  reading  of  their  reports,  they  are  in  print 
on  all  tables.  You  will  note  that  the  reports  of  the 
President,  Secretary-Treasurer  and  Executive  Council 
are  combined  as  the  Joint  report.  These  reports  will 
be  referred  to  their  proper  committees. 


JOINT  REPORT  TO  THE  CONVENTION 


As  provided  in  the  Constitution,  the  President,  Secre- 
tary-Treasurer and  Executive  Council  respectfully  submit 
the  following  Joint  Report  of  their  work  during  the  past 
year  with  the  suggestion  and  recommendations  as  they 
deem  necessary  to  submit  to  the  delegates  of  this  Con- 
vention   for    their    consideration. 

During  the  year,  the  Legislative  Agent  was  called 
upon  for  reports  and  suggestions.  The  resolutions 
referred  by  the  last  Convention  to  this  Board  were 
seriously  considered  and  action  taken  on  same.  During 
the  year,  the  Executive  Board  at  the  call  of  the  Pres- 
ident met  monthly. 

After  a  careful  survey  of  the  financial  condition  of 
the  State  Federation  of  Labor  we  desire  to  call  to  the 
attention  of  the  delegates  to  this  Convention  that  the 
Executive  Council  is  presenting  a  Constitutional  Amend- 
ment to  the  Convention  calling  for  the  amalgamation 
of  the  Offices  of  Secretary- Treasurer  and  Legislative 
Agent  into  one  office. 


CONTINUE  THE  FIGHT  TO  ABOLISH  CHILD  LABOR 

We  urge  upon  every  member  of  organized  Labor  the 
necessity  of  using  every  means  at  their  command  to 
check  the  ever  growing  tendency  and  increasing  demand 
of  ignorant  and  depraved  capitalists  from  grinding 
into  dividends  the  blood,  bone  and  flesh  of  the  children 
of  this  nation.  We  suggest  that  part  of  a  session  of 
this  Convention  be  set  aside  for  the  discussion  and 
consideration  of  this  all  important  question. 


LABOR  BANK 

The  Executive  Council  deems  it  advisable  to  leave  this 
matter  wholly  to  the  delegates  at  this  Convention  for 
their  intelligent   consideration. 

WORKMEN'S  COMPENSATION 

The  Executive  Council  of  the  Mass.  Federation  of 
Labor  has  gone  on  record  as  favoring  the  plan  as  sub- 
mitted by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  American  Feder- 
ation of  Labor  on  Workmen's  Compensation  Law. 

AFFILIATIONS 

We  suggest  that  a  vigorous  campaign  by  the  various 
Central  Labor  Unions  and  of  the  State  Branch,  A.  F. 
of  L.  be  conducted  during  the  coming  year  to  secure 
new  affiliations  and  that  the  policy  of  mailing  a  list  of 
all  Local  Unions  of  the  various  crafts  to  the  officials 
of  the  International  Unions  requesting  that  they  use 
their  influence  with  such  locals  to  affiliate  with  the 
Central  Labor  Union  of  their  district  and  the  State 
Branch,  A.  F.  of  L. 


The  following  are  the  Locals  and  Central  Bodies 
affiliated  with  the  State  Branch  since  the  last  Con- 
vention. 

Boston 

Carpenters  56. 

Photo  Engravers  3. 

Book  Binders  56  (re-affiliated). 

Press  Assistants  (Franklin  Assoc.) 
Brockton 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  393. 
Franklin 

Molders  373. 
Gloucester 

Barbers  375. 
Lynn 

Electrical  Workers  622  (re-affiliated). 

Milford 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  40. 
Salem 

Electrical  Workers  259  (re-affiliated). 

YEAR  BOOK 

The  Executive  Board  after  a  careful  investigation  or 
the  financial  condition  of  this  Body,  recommends  that 
the  question  of  the  further  issuance  of  the  book  be  left 
to  the  incoming  Executive  Board. 

NEW  ENGLAND  WEEK 

During  the  so-called  New  England  Week  the  Executive 
Board  rendered  such  aid  as  possible  to  all  committees 
of  organized  labor  and  others  to  the  end  that  their 
products  might  be  intelligently  and  forcefully  brought 
to  the  attention  of  all  New  Englanders  as  products 
worthy  of  their  patronage.  This  method  was  also 
adopted  during  the  New  England  week  of  the  Cigar 
Makers  International  Union  from  May  27  to  June  4th, 
1925. 

LABOR  PRESS 

We  recommend  that  organized  labor  wherever  pos- 
sible support  the  labor  press  of  the  country  and  state. 
We  especially  recommend  the  A.  F.  of  L.  bulletin.  We 
suggest  that  in  cities  and  towns  where  no  labor  paper 
can  be  obtained  that  the  officers  of  the  Central  Labor 
Unions  take  up  with  the  Editors  of  such  papers  the 
question  of  supplying  space  for  labor  news.  The  Central 
Labor  Unions  to  provide  intelligent  composition  and 
news  for  such  space  weekly  free  of  cost. 

CHAMBERS  OF  COMMERCE 

Your  Executive  Council  has  considered  the  advis- 
ability of  affiliation  of  the  State  Federation  of  Labor 
with  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  also  the  affiliation  of 
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Central  Bodies  with  their  respective  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce and  refers  this  subject  to  the  delegates  at  this 
Convention  for  their  action. 

VETERANS'  PREFERENCE  ACT 

The  Executive  Council  has  been  impressed  with  the 
growing  evil  that  is  caused  by  the  Veterans'  Preference 
Act,  whereby  men  in  Government  service  have  received 
great  preferential  rights  in  securing  government  posi- 
tions. A  notable  example  of  this  matter  has  been  called 
to  our  attention  in  the  Boston  Navy  Yard — where  men 
who  have  spent  practically  their  entire  life  in  the  Navy 
Yard  and  whose  record  shows  them  to  be  first  class 
mechanics  of  high  moral  character  have  been  laid  off 
simply  because  some  men  with  a  war  record  had 
recently  been  taken  on.  Many  of  these  men  have  been 
within  a  few  months  of  retirement  age  and  yet  because 
of  the  above  circumstances  have  lost  their  opportunity 
to  enjoy  this  benefit  which  was  only  secured  after  years 
of  effort  made  by  the  Trade  Union  Movement. 

We  therefore  recommend  this  subject  to  the  Con- 
vention for  their  action. 


ORGANIZATION 


\ 


Organization  is  necessary.  It  is  the  foundation  of  civil- 
ization. It  is  necessary  to  protect  the  lives,  the  health, 
the  homes,  the  education  and  the  liberty  of  our  people. 
Therefore,  we  recommend  that  during  the  social  hour 
of  all  Central  Labor  Unions  and  Local  Unions  that  the 
subject  of  organization  in  the  broadest  sense  be  dis- 
cussed to  the  end  that  workers  may  more  fully  realize 
the  need  of  organization  to  protect  their  religious,  eco- 
nomical, political  and  social  positions  in  their  respective 
communities. 

REPORT   OF   THE   AUDITORS 

Upon  the  convening  of  the  first  Executive  Council 
meeting  in  September,  1924,  it  became  necessary  that 
the  Executive  Council  be  in  full  possession  of  all  facts 
pertaining  to  the  financial  affairs  of  the  State  Branch, 
A.  F.  of  L.  in  order  that  they  might  act  intelligently  in 
any  matter  that  came  before  them,  calling  for  the 
expenditure  of  money,  and  too,  it  was  felt  by  the  Exe- 
cutive Council  that  it  was  their  duty  to  endeavor  to 
overcome  the  Financial  Deficit  that  the  State  Branch 
had  been  carrying  for  some  years. 

Knowledge  of  our  financial  condition  was  also  neces- 
sary so  that  the  Executive  Council  could  determine  how 
to  economically  administer  the  administrative  affairs 
of  the  State  Branch.  So,  with  the  foregoing  in  mind, 
the  Executive  Council  began  a  survey  of  the  Secretary- 
Treasurer's  Books  and  it  became  apparent  at  once,  that 
to  attempt  to  get  a  true  financial  statement,  it  would  be 
incumbent  upon  the  Auditors  who  had  been  appointed 
by  the  President  to  furnish  the  Executive  Council  with 
uch  data  and  information  as  they  desired. 

At  the  next  meeting  of  the  Executive  Council,  we 
learned  that  one  of  the  Auditors  appointed  by  the  Presi- 
dent had  resigned  and  that  one  other  had  no  desire  10 


continue,  leaving  only  one  of  three  auditors  ready  and 
willing  to  carry  on  the  work. 

The  President  then  appointed  three  Vice-Presidents — 
Mrs.  Mary  V.  Murphy,  John  Van  Vaerenewyck  and  E.  A. 
Johnson,  auditors,  who  at  once  began  systematic  audit 
of  the  Secretary-Treasurer's  accounts  and  these  auditors 
immediately  reported  to  the  Executive  Council  that  the 
accounts  were  in  a  deplorable  condition  and  that  it  was 
impossible  for  them  to  even  find  a  true  balance  for  the 
beginning  of  the  fiscal  year,  July  1,  1924,  and  that  among 
many  things  they  found:  — 

That  no  monthly  balances  had  ever  been  made  in  the 
record  book. 

That  the  ■  previous  auditors  had  never  proved  banis 
balances  and  record  balances,  but  had  merely  contented 
themselves  with  checking  the  receipts  entered  as  pay- 
ment of  dues  and  had  checked  expenditures  from 
vouchers  against  record  book,  no  cancelled  bank  checks 
had  ever  been  examined  and  checked  properly.  Neither 
had  any  attempt  been  made  by  the  previous  auditors  to 
strike  a  balance  monthly. 

That  no  entries  had  ever  been  made  of  payments  on 
account  of  receipts  from  year  book,  although  the  finan- 
cial report  printed  in  the  1924  officers'  report  shows  that 
on  various  dates  sums  amounting  to  $4,798.68  had  been 
paid  to  the  Secretary-Treasurer  on  account  of  advertis- 
ing matter.  It  was  found  that  no  entry  had  ever  been 
made  from  April  1,  1923,  to  January  1,  1925,  on  account 
of  receipts  received  from  advertising  solicitor  on  1923 
and  1924  year  book. 

We  found  no  entries  in  record  book  to  account  for 
payments  made  to  advertising  solicitor  as  commission 
on  business  he  had  procured,  although  on  checking  can- 
celled checks  we  found  checks  made  payable  to  adver- 
tising to  the  amount  of  $572.11. 

It  was  also  found  that  the  State  Branch  checking 
account  had  been  used  personally  by  the  Secretary- 
Treasurer  and  in  one  six  months  period,  we  found  a 
total  of  28  personal  checks  which  had  been  drawn  on  the 
State  Branch  account,  the  operation  consisting  of  the 
Secretary-Treasurer  using  the  State  Branch  account  and 
then  depositing  cash  to  cover  such  checks  drawn. 

We  found  that  the  total  liabilities  of  the  State  Branch 
amounted  to  $4,651.45,  but  no  accurate  or  systematio 
record  existed  to  show  how  such  liabilities  occurred.  It 
was  necessary  to  go  back  over  the  records  to  prove  the 
liabilities  were  justified. 

It  was  found  that  it  was  impossible  to  determine  what 
money  if  any  was  due  the  State  Branch  on  account  of 
of  the  year  book  payments  and  if  we  were  indebted  to 
the  advertising  solicitor  for  any  amount  collected. 

It  was  found,  too,  that  it  was  impossible  to  determine 
if  the  year  book  had  been  an  asset  or  a  liability  to  the 
State  Branch,  as  no  record  existed  to  show  what  cost 
of  printing  was  or  had  been,  or  what  amounts  had  been 
paid  to  advertising  solicitor  as  commission. 

The  auditing  committee  called  these  matters  to  the 
attention  of  the  Executive  Council  and  recommended  to 
the  Executive  Council  the  following  changes  which  were 
adopted: 
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That  all  moneys  collected  in  the  future  on  the  year 
book  be  entered  in  a  book  separate  from  the  regular 
record  ledger,  and  that  all  payments  made  on  account 
of  expense  incurred  through  year  book  be  entered 
against  the  year  book  account. 

That  all  checks  drawn  on  the  account  of  the  State 
Branch  be  entered  in  the  record  ledger  as  per  the  date 
they  were  drawn  and  each  check  number  be  placed 
opposite  the  entry. 

That  all  checks  must  be  made  payable  to  the  person 
to  whom  due. 

That  all  cancelled  checks  were  to  be  attached  to  the 
voucher  or  bills  showing  to  whom  and  to  what  amount 
money  was  being  paid,  such  cancelled  checks,  vouchers 


and  bills  were  to  be  pasted  in  a  separate  book  in  the 
order  that  they  were  entered  in  the  record  ledger. 
That  we  discontinue  the  use  of  Safe  Deposit  Vault. 

That  the  Secretary-Treasurer  be  instructed  to  refrain 
from  any  further  personal  use  of  the  State  Branch,  A.  F. 
of  L.  checking  account. 

That  we  endeavor  to  secure  bond  for  the  Secretary- 
Treasurer  at  a  less  cost  than  $25.00  which  we  are  now 
being  charged. 

That  we  endeavor  to  reduce  the   existing  liabilities  , 
and  to  that  end  make  payments  whenever  possible  to 
the  amount  consistently  possible  for  us  so  to  do  without 
crippling  the  administration  of  our  present  affairs. 


Standing  of  Affiliated  Unions  to  July  1,  1925 


ORGANIZATION  Paid  To  Paid  To 

BOSTON  1925  1924 

Street  Carmen  589  June 

Apart.  House  Janitors  June 

Asbestos  Workers  6  June 

Sheet  Metal  Workers  17  -March 

Bakers   7    March 

Barbers  182  , .August 

Bartenders  77  June 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  0  March 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  229  June 

Bottlers  and  Drivers  122  March 

Brewery  Workers  14  June 

Brewery  Workers  29  March 

Bridge  Tenders  12333  January 

Central  Labor  Union  June 

Cement  Finishers  534  December 

Cigarmakers  97  June 

City   Inspectors   15833  February 

Carpenters  56  June 

Coal  Teamsters  68  June 

Delivery  Teamsters  and  Chauf.  September 

Electrical  Workers  103  June 

Electrical  Workers  104  .March 

Electrical  Workers  396  November 

Electrotypers   11    December 

Elevator  Constructors  4  December 

Federal  Employees  25  May 

Firemen  3  June 

Gas  Distributors  15268  September 

Gas  Fitters  175  >  December 

Gas  House  Employees  17009  December 

Gold   Beaters   14937   r. November 

Horseshoers   5    July 

Hotel  and  Rest.  Employees  34  .June 

Molders   106  March 

Machinists  264  June 

Metal  Polishers  95  March 

Milk  Wagon  Drivers  380  March 


Moving  Picture  Operators  182  ..June 
Mun.  Women  Employees  15906  September 

Musicians  9  June 

News  Wagon  Drivers  259 June 

Newspaper  Web  Pressman  3  December 

Photo  Engravers  3  June 

Plasterers  275  

Plumbers  12  June 

Printing  Pressmen  67  ^September 

Sign   Writers  391   June 

Stable  and  Garagemen  367  .March 

Steam  Fitters  537  June 

Stenographers  Bkkg.  14965  June 

Team  Drivers  25  June 

Team  Drivers  379  March 

Theatrical  Stage  Employees  11  June 

Typographical    13   June 

U.  Garment  Workers  1  

U.  Garment  Workers  163  June 

U.  Hatters  6  October 

Waitresses  112  March 

Wire  and  Metal  Lathers  72  June 

U.  Hatters  39  

Sprinkler  Fitters  669  

Meter  Workers  14502  

City  Men's  Local  149  

Surgical  Knitters  1077  

News  Writers   17662  May 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  512  April 

Telephone  Operators  June 

Book  Binders  56  June 

Upholsterers  37  

Post  Office  Clerks  100  

Engineers  849  June 

Blacksmiths  105  June 

Press   Assistants    


April 


July 


October 
December 
December 
November 

October 


November 
November 


July 


55 


18 


Total  73 


12 


MASSACHUSETTS  STATE  BRANCH,  A.  F.  OF  L. 


BROCKTON 

Street  Carmen  235  June 

Bakers   180  June 

Barbers  238  June 

Central  Labor  Union  April 

Typographical  224  June 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  35  June 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  36  June 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  256  June 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  118  June 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  357  June 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  100  June 

Moving  Picture  Operators  437  ..June 

Carpenters  1550  (Braintree)  

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  393  June 


13 


December 


Total  14 


CAMBRIDGE 

Central  Labor  Union  -September 

City  Employees  8279  .August 

Book  Binders  204  June 

3 

FALL  RIVER  Total 

Street  Carmen  174  June 

Barbers   331    June 

Central  Labor  Union  ..March 

Moving  Picture  Operators  424  .. 
Theatrical  Stage  Employees  57  .. 


December 
December 


FITCHBURG 

Street  Carmen  690  

Carpenters  778  

Electrical  Workers  256  March 

Theatrical  Stage  Employees  86  June 


Total  5 

November 
October,  1923 


FRAM  INGHAM 

Central  Labor  Union  June 

FRANKLIN 

Molders  372  August 

GLOUCESTER 

Barbers  375  April 

HAVERHILL 

Central  Labor  Union  

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  1  March 


Total  4 

I 

Total  1 

Total  1 

Total  1 

December 


1 


HOLYOKE 

Street  Carmen  537  June 

Bakery  and  Conf.  Workers  96  ..June 


1 


Total  2 


Barbers  545  June 

Central  Labor  Union  March 

Electrical  Workers  707  June 

Mill  Wrights   1350  June 

Paper   Makers   December 

Painters  and  Decorators  253  < 


November 


Total  8 


HINGHAM 

Federal  Employees  March 

LAWRENCE 

Street  Carmen  261  July 

Bottlers  and  Drivers  119  June 

Carpenters  111  January 

Carpenters  551  

Carpenters  1092  June 

Electrical  Workers  522  June 

Painters  and  Decorators  44  June 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  119  June 


Total  1 


December 


7  1 

Total  8 

LEOMINSTER 

Carpenters  794  March 

Total  1 

LOWELL 

Street  Carmen  280  May 

Barbers  323  June 

Electrical  Workers  588  March 

Iron  Molders  85  February 

Trades  and  Labor  Council  June 

5 

Total  5 

LYNN 

Street  Carmen  238  June 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  205  October 

Carpenters  595  , February 

Central  Labor  Union  April 

Electrical  Workers  377  April 

Electrical  Workers  622  June 

Teamsters  42  March 

Typographical    120  June 


MARLBORO 

Central  Labor  Union  June 

MALDEN 

Central   Labor   Union   March 

MIDDLEBORO 

Carpenters  1271  

MILFORD 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  40  July 


Total  8 


Total  1 


Total  1 

December 
Total  1 


Total  1 
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NEW  BEDFORD 

Barbers  447  May 

Electrical  Workers  224  March 

Painters  691  June 

Central  Labor  Union  June 

NORTHAMPTON 

Street  Carmen  549  June 

Theatrical  Stage  Employees  232 


1 


Bill  Posters  IS  June 

Engineers  603 

Metal  Polishers  30  June 


8 


August 


Total  4 


Total  12 


December 
1 


Total  2 


NORTH   BROOKFIELD 

United  Garment  Workers  124  ..June 

NORTH  EASTON 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  356  .August 

PITTSFIELD 

Barbers  127  June 

Moving  Picture  Operators  452  ..April 


Total  1 


Total  1 


TAUNTON 

Street  Carmen  243  March 

Central   Labor  Union  August 

Theatrical  Stage  Employees  549 
Typographical  319  


June 
December 


Total  4 


WALTHAM 

Street  Carmen  600  April 

Barbers  711  July 

Central  Labor  Union  April 

Moving  Picture  Operators  505  ..December 

Molders   102  July 

Stove  Mounters  41 


March 


Total  2 

QUINCY 

Central  Labor  Union  September 

Total  1 
ROCKLAND 
Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  48  June 


Total  1 


SALEM 

Barbers  385  

Bakers  277  

Central  Labor  Union  

Street  Carmen  246  

Electrical  Workers  259  June 


1 


SOUTH   BRAINTREE 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  143  ...—June 


I 

April 

November 

June 

May 


Total  5 


Total  1 


SPRINGFIELD 

Street  Carmen  448  June 

Bakers  32 >August 

Barbers  30  June 

Carpenters  96  

Carpenters  177  June 

Central  Labor  Union  September 

Cigarmakers  49  

School  House  Custodians  13152 
Tobacco  Strippers  9608  «May 


October 


December 
December 


WEST  NEWTON 

Carpenters  708  May 

WEBSTER 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  278  June 

WHITMAN 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  69  March 


WORCESTER 

Street  Carmen  22 April 

Barbers    186   March 

Bottlers  and  Drivers  180 

Carpenters  408 

Carpenters  720  - 

Carpenters  877  March 

Central   Labor  Union  

Cigarmakers  92  March 

Electrical  Workers  96  March 

Molders   5  

Painters  and  Decorators  48  March 

Paper  Hangers  483  March 


Total  6 


Total  1 


Total  1 


Total  1 


December 

November 
November 

August 
November 


Total  12 


Total  number  organizations  in  good  standing  1925 156 
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1925 
Monthly 
Ave.  Members 
Organization  BOSTON 

Carmen  589  6000 

Asbestos  Workers  6  100 

Sheet  Metal  Workers  17  166 

Bakers  7  125 

Barbers  182  300 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  0  108 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  229  2312 

Bottlers  and  Drivers   122  100 

Brewery  Workers  14  56 

Central  Labor  Union  125 

Cement   Finishers   534  150 

Cigarmakers   97   1400 

City  Inspectors  15833  7 

Coal  Teamsters  68  500 

Del.  Drivers  and  Chauf.  394 50 

Electrical  Workers  103  700 

Electrical  Workers  104  300 

Hotel  and  Rest.  Employees  34  900 

Molders    106   533 

Machinists  264  500 

Metal  Polishers  95  133 

Milk  Wagon  Drivers  380  500 

Moving  Picture  Operators  182  114 

Mun.  Women  Employees  15906  40 

Musicians    9    1800 

News    Wagon    Drivers    320 

News  Paper  Web  Pressmen  450 

Photo  Engravers  3   100 

Plumbers    12 200 

Printing   Pressmen    100 

Sign  Writers  100 

Stable  and  Garage  Men  367  60 

Steam  Fitters  537  450 

Stennog.  Bkkg.  Acct.  O.  E.  14965  43 

Team  Drivers  25  1400 

Team  Drivers  379  40 

Theatrical  Stage  Employees   11   350 

Typographical   13  1000 

United   Garment  Workers    163   173 

U.    Hatters   6   50 

Waitresses   112  100 

Lathers  72  230 

News  Writers  17662  16 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  512  50 

Telephone   Operators   200 

Book   Binders  56  100 

Engineers  849  150 

Blacksmiths    100 

BROCKTON 

Street    Carmen    167 

Bakers  and  Confect.  Wrks.   180  86 

Barbers  238  100 

Typographical    224    75 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  35  1468 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  36  1020 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  256  436 


Monthly 
Ave.  Payt. 

$90.00 

1.50 

3.25 

1.63 

4.50 

2.12 

34.68 

1.41 

.84 

1.25 

2.25 

21.00 

.09 

9.00 

.75 

10.50 

4.50 

13.50 

4.57 

5.00 

2.01 

7.83 

1.70 

.60 

27.00 

4.80 

6.75 

1.50 

2.00 

1.50 

1.50 

.90 

6.75 

.77 

21.00 

.60 

5.25 

15.00 

2.78 

.50 

1.50 

3.45 

.24 

.75 

3.00 

1.50 

1.50 

1.50 


2.50 
1.20 
1.50 
1.14 
21.38 
15.59 
6.18 


Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  118  

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  357  

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  100  

CAMBRIDGE 

Central  Labor  Union  

Book    Binders    204    

FALL  RIVER 

Street  Carmen   174  

Barbers  331  

Central  Labor  Union  

FITCHBURG 

Electrical  Workers  256  66 

FRANKLIN 

Molders  372  20 

GLOUCESTER 

Barbers  375  49 

HOLYOKE 

Street  Carmen  537   239 

Bakery  and  Conf.  Wrks.  96  60 

Central  Labor  Union 125 

Millwrights    1350   84 

Paper  Makers   1   200 

HINGHAM 

Federal    Employees    51    51 

LAWRENCE 

Carpenters    111    395 

Carpenters   1092  71 

Electrical  Workers  522  78 

Painters  and  Decorators  44  263 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers    119  360 

LOWELL 

Street    Carmen    211 

Barbers  323  52 

Electrical  Workers  588  62 

Iron   Molders  85   124 

Trades  and  Labor  Council  125 

LYNN 

Street  Carmen  238  209 

Carpenters  595   576 

Central  Labor  Union  125 

Electrical  Workers  377  124 

Electrical  Workers  622  30 

Teamsters   342    263 

Typographical  120  110 

MARLBORO 

Central    Labor    Union    125 


626 

9.05 

846 

12.82 

1038 

15.57 

125 

1.25 

130 

1.95 

177 

2.62 

57 

.74 

125 

1.25 

1.00 


.30 


.74 


3.57 
.90 
1.25 
1.26 
3.00 


.77 


6.20 
1.06 
1.17 
3.94 

5.40 


3.16 
.78 
1.24 
1.86 
1.25 


3.13 
8.64 
1.25 
1.86 
.45 
3.94 
1.65 


1.25 
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NEW  BEDFORD 

Barbers  447  103 

Electrical  Workers  224  45 

Central    Labor   Union    125 

NORTHAMPTON 

Street  Carmen  549  97 

NORTH  BROOKFIELD 

U.  Garment  Workers   124  43 

NORTH  EASTON 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  356  54 

PITTSFIELD 

Moving  Picture   Operators  452  15 

ROCKLAND 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  48  1000 

SO.  BRAINTREE 

Boot  and  Shoe   Workers   143   348 

SPRINGFIELD 

Carmen  448  < 667 

Bakery  and  Conf.  Wrks.  32  100 

Carpenters  177 337 

Central   Labor   Union   125 

Tobacco  Strippers  9608 63 

Bill  Posters  15  25' 


TAUNTON 

1.54      Street  Carmen  243  91 

.67      Central   Labor   Union   125 

1.25 

WALTHAM 

Street  Carmen  600  289 

.  >e      Central  Labor  Union  125 

Moving  Picture  Operators  505  22 

Molders    102 44 

.64  WATERTOWN 

Stove  Mounters  41   16 

81  WEST  NEWTON 

Carpenters  708  136 

WHITMAN 

22     Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  69  125 

WORCESTER 

15.00      Street  Carmen  22  646 

Barbers    186    176 

Carpenters  877 66 

Cigarmakers   92   60 

5.22      Electrical  Workers  96  100 

Painters  and  Decorators  48  125 

Paper  Hangers  483  44 


10.00 

1.50 

5.05 

1.25 

.94 

.37 


Income   Dues  Monthly  Total 
Income    Dues    Yearly   Total 


1.37 
1.25 


4.33 

1.25 

.33 

.66 


.24 


2.04 


1.87 


9.69 

2.64 

.99 

.90 

1.50 

1.87 

.66 


$572.26 
$6,867.12 


Based  on  average  payments  of  122  organizations  that 
have  maintained  constant  affiliation  and  have  made 
steady  payments  of  dues. 


INCOME  1924-1925 


Month 

July    

August  

September  

October    

November    

December    

January 

February 

March  

April   

May    

June    

Balance  (June  30,  1924) 

Totals  


Dues 

Year 

Book 

$651.33 

(Sale  Furniture) 

370.79 

$71.00 

951.24 

— 

395.63 

905.98 

723.33 

$500.00 

626.50 

604.00 

255.74 

115.00 

1278.20 

90.00 

489.77 

564.71 

942.10 

251.00 

$8406.52 


$1309.00^ 


$71.00 


16 


MASSACHUSETTS  STATE  BRANCH,  A.  F.  OF  L. 


EXPENDITURES  1924-25 


Month  Salaries 

July    $574.84 

August    420.76 

September    726.23 

October    501.67 

November    294.77 

December  384.51 

January  630.00 

February    597.68 

March    587.00 

April    663.76 

May  646.45 

June  360.76 

Totals    $6388.43 


Rent 


$110.55 

150.00 

75.00 

97.50 


45.95 
45.76 
45.75 
46.05 

$616.56 


Print. 


$23.51 

171.36 

350.00 
225.50 
100.00 

100.00 


$970.37 


Commis. 


$180.00 

115.00 

55.00 


Misc. 

$38.79 
16.14 
84.95 
28.50 
17.55 

256.51 
26.43 
31.40 
21.22 
62.92 
73.91 
5.00 


$350.00 


$663.32 


Income  for  year  of  1924-25  to  June  30th,  1925 

Dues  $8,406.32 

Year  Book  1924  Bal 1,309.00 

Sale  of  Furniture  71.00 


Expenditures  for   1924-25,   as.  to  June   30th,   1925 

Salaries    $6,388.43 

Rent    616.56 

Printing  (old  bill,  $775.50)   970.35 

Commission  on  Year  Book  350.00 


Total  $9,786.32      Miscellaneous 


663.32 


Total  $8,988.68 


Income  $9,786.32 

Expense  8,988.68 


Balance  July  1,  1925  $797.64 


The    following    are    the    Liabilities    with    which    your    Executive  Board  were  faced 


I.  H.  Feinberg,  printing  bills  

William  Walsh,  wages  and  expenses  to  Washington, 
D.  C,  on  Workmen's  Comp.  question,  1924  

Mary  E.  Corkery,  Ass't  Sec'y,  back  pay  owed  

Martin  T.  Joyce,  expenses  to  New  York  and  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  on  compensation  question  

Daniel  Callahan,  services  Sergeant-at-Arms,  Boston  

Blue  Hill  Water  Co.,  supply  for  Boston  Convention  

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers'  Loan  to  State  Branch  1922  

Convention    Badges   


Liabilities 
$3,094.25 

120.42 
125.00 

85.42 

30.00 

25.00 

1,000.00 

171.36 

$4,651.45 


upon   taking 

office 

Paid  Off 

Outstanding 

$775.00 

$2,319.25 

50.00 

70.42 

125.00 

85.42 

30.00 

25.00 

1,000.00 

171.36 

$1,261.78 


$3,389.67 


Liabilities,  July  1,  1924  $4,651.45 

Paid  off  during  year  1,261.78 


Outstanding  Liabilities,  July  1,  1925  $3,389.67 
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The    following   is   the    Report   of    Printing    Expenses 
incurred  by  the  Convention  held  at  Boston,  August,  1924. 

1000   Credentials,   original  and   duplicate    (500 

each)   $18.00 

500  Convention  Calls  24.00 

3000  Resolution  sheets  23.00 

200    Session    cards    (morning   and   afternoon)....  12.50 
500   Pre-Convention  Reports,   Leg.   Agent,    Sec. 

Treas.  and  President  275.00 

500    Ballots    17.50 

500  Roll  Calls  42.50 

500   copies   of   Synopsis   28.00 

300    Proceedings    400.00 


$840.50 

We  recommend  that  the  following  items  be  dispensed 
with,  they  being  in  the  judgment  of  the  committee, 
unnecessary  and  superfluous  expenses. 

3000  Resolution  sheets  $23.00 

200   Session   Cards   12.50 

500  Roll  Calls  42.50 

Making   a    saving    of $78.00 

We  further  recommend  that  the  Officers'  Joint  Reports 
be  made  as  modified  and  condensed  as  possible  and 
that  we  be  given  the  authority  to  secure  prices  in  this 
work. 

We  recommend  that  the  after  Convention  Synopsis 
be  dispensed  with  and  that  a  special  effort  be  made  to 
get  out  the  Proceedings  immediately  following  the  Con- 
vention and  that  we  join  the  advertising  matter  and  the 


Convention  report  into  one  book,  thereby  eliminating 
the  Synopsis  cost  of  $28.00,  making  a  total  saving  of 
$106.00. 

E.  A.  JOHNSON, 

JOHN  VAN   VAERENEWYCK, 

MARY  V.  MURPHY, 

Auditors. 

CONCLUSION 

During  the  year,  we  have  endeavored  to  meet  in  a 
spirit  of  fairness  yet  firmness  the  many  vexing  prob- 
lems that  were  brought  to  our  attention  for  consideration. 

If  our  decisions  rendered,  our  work  in  general,  the 
problems  we  were  forced  to  meet  and  solve  have  not, 
or  do  not  meet  with  your  approval,  we  can  only  say 
we  have  done  our  best  with  the  intelligence  God  has 
given  us. 

Respectfully   submitted, 

MICHAEL  J.  O'DONNELL, 

President. 
MRS.  MARY  V.  MURPHY, 
JOHN  VAN  VAERENEWYCK, 
CHARLES   H.   FINN, 
E.  A.  JOHNSON, 
FRANK  W.   GIFFORD, 
PATRICK  J.  GRIFFIN, 
PETER  J.   MURPHY, 

Vice-Presidents. 

MARTIN  T.  JOYCE, 

Secretary-Treasurer. 

Note:  For  economical  and  other  reasons,  we  have  de- 
liberately condensed  our  report  to  your  honorable  body. 


REPORT  OF  LEGISLATIVE  AGENT 


To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  to  the  40th  Annual  Con- 
vention of  the  Massachusetts  State  Branch,  Amer- 
ican Federation  of  Labor: 

Greetings: 

Your  Legislative  Agent  respectfully  submits  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  his  work  during  the  regular  session  of 
1925.  The  regular  session  of  the  General  Court  of 
Massachusetts  convened  on  the  6th  day  of  January,  1925, 
and  prorogued  on  May  2nd  at  12.56  A.  M.,  this  being  the 
shortest  session  of  the  General  Court  in  50  years. 

During  the  session  348  Acts  and  40  Resolves  had 
received  Executive  approval.  His  Excellency  had  re- 
turned 13  Acts  and  1  Resolve  with  his  objections 
thereto  in  writing  (including  the  general  appropriation 
bill  which  had  the  amount  of  5  items  reduced  and  3 
items  disapproved,)  upon  all  of  which  his  objections  had 
been  sustained,  and  that  he  had  withheld  his  approval 
from  one  act  which  had  become  law  by  virtue  of  Chap- 
ter 1,  Section  1,  Article  2  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
Commonwealth. 

This  Legislature  in  my  opinion  did  very  little  con- 
structive work.  It  appeared  from  the  beginning  of  the 
session  that  the  whole  aim  of  the  leaders  of  the  Legis- 
lature was  to  break  all  records  in  so  far  as  the  length 
of  the  Session  was  concerned.  This  was  accomplished 
by  referring  most  of  the  larger  problems  which  affected 
the  greater  number  of  the  people  of  the  Commonwealth 
to  the  next  annual  session. 

A  greater  part  of  the  session  was  taken  up  with 
bills  dealing  with  the  General  Automobile  situation  such 
as  the  "Drunken  Driver  Bill"  and  the  "Compulsory  Liabil- 
ity Insurance"  and  the  "Excise  Tax  on  Automobiles." 
Also  the  "Reciprocal  Insurance  Bill"  and  a  Bill  dealing 
with  the  Civil  Service  Appeal  of  Veterans  through  the 
Local  or  Municipal  Government. 

I  am  convinced  that  the  next  session  of  the  legis- 
lature will  be  one  in  which  the  Labor  Movement  will 
have  to  watch  very  closely.  I  have  come  to  this  con- 
clusion, first  by  reason  of  the  fact  of  the  large  number 
of  bills  referred  from  this  session  of  the  legislature  to 
the  next.  Second  that  I  have  been  informed  by  Repre- 
sentative Whidden  of  Brookline,  who  was  the  author 
of  the  Sue  Bill  in  1922,  which  passed  the  Legislature  and 
was  signed  by  the  Governor  after  a  strenuous  protest  by 
the  Labor  movement  and  which  was  placed  on  the 
Referendum  by  the  State  Federation  of  Labor  in  which 
we  were  successful  in  defeating  it  by  only  a  few  hun- 
dred  votes  will  be  introduced  by  him  again  next  year, 
which  moans  that  Labor  must  immediately  get  busy  in 
order  to  defeat  this  legislation.  Third,  I  have  been 
informed  on  very  good  authority  that  there  will  be 
introduced  into  the  General  Court  next  year  an  Initiative 
petition  dealing  with  the  Soldier's  Preference  Act  which 
you  all  know  under  the  law  now,  an  ex-service  man  is 
entitled  to  as  high  as  35%  over  others  who  are  not  ex- 
■enrice  men   and   who   take  the   same  examination   for 


the  same  position.  This  initiative  petition  as  I  under- 
stand it  will  reduce  that  35%  to  5%  for  able  bodied 
veterans  and  10%  for  veterans  who  are  incapacitated. 
This  of  course  means  a  very  strenuous  fight,  in 
which  I  believe  that  the  Labor  movement  at 
this  Convention  should  take  a  stand  either  one 
way  or  the  other.  Fourth,  I  have  also  received 
information  that  there  is  to  be  an  effort  made 
by  some  for  a  thorough  investigation  into  the  Work- 
men's Compensation  Act  as  it  stands  today  for  the  pur- 
pose of  re-drafting  the  Act.  If  this  is  done,  you  can 
readily  see  that  Labor  will  have  to  be  on  its  toes  to 
watch  every  move  of  the  commission  to  see  that  the 
act  is  re-drafted  in  a  way  that  will  take  none  of  the 
benefits  away  from  Labor,  but  on  the  other  hand  insist 
that  improvements  be  made.  Fifth.  I  am  further 
convinced  that  there  Is  to  be  a  determined  effort  on  the 
part  of  the  Cotton  Industry  of  this  Commonwealth  to 
make  a  well  organized  drive  for  the  repeal  of  the  48 
Hour  Law  for  Women  and  Children  at  the  next  session 
of  the  Legislature.  My  conviction  on  this  matter  is 
founded  upon  the  activities  of  these  interests  since  their 
efforts  were  defeated  at  this  session  of  the  legislature. 
I  speak  now  in  particular  of  the  Textile  interests  in  the 
city  of  Lowell.  Since  the  Legislature  adjourned  they 
have  appeared  before  different  organizations  spreading 
their  propaganda  that  the  cause  of  the  present  condi- 
tions in  the  Textile  Industry  has  been  brought  about 
mainly  by  the  48  Hour  Law.  Practically  all  of  the 
Textile  Journals  of  New  England  have  been  writing 
articles  and  editorials  to  the  effect  that  it  should  be 
repealed.  They  are  further  trying  to  arouse  the  citizens 
in  the  different  Textile  cities  of  the  commonwealth  to 
appear  before  the  next  session  of  the  legislature  and 
advocate  its  repeal. 

This  session  of  the  Legislature  from  the  standpoint 
of  the  Labor  movement  has  been  of  little  or  no  benefit, 
in  so  far  as  having  new  legislation  enacted;  but  it  has 
been  very  successful  from  the  standpoint  of  labor  in 
defeating  all  legislation  which  was  detrimental  to  the 
labor  movement. 

The  following  will  be  a  summary  of  the  work  done 
on  the  various  bills  before  the  Legislature. 

BILLS  FAVORED  BY  LABOR  AND  PASSED 

Senate  140.  Petition  of  the  Lawrence  Central  Labor 
Union  that  the  salaries  of  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of 
the  City  of  Lawrence  be  established.  Chapter  207.  This 
bill  was  introduced  by  the  Lawrence  Central  Labor 
Union  and  the  purpose  of  said  bill  was  to  increase  the 
salaries  of  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  and  I  wish  to  state 
that  the  full  credit  for  the  passage  of  this  legislation 
is  due  wholly  to  the  Lawrence  Central  Labor  Union. 

House  842.  Petition  of  Leo  M.  Birmingham  for  an 
extension  of  the  duration  of  the  law  relative  to  the 
termination  of  tenancies  at  will.     Chapter  86. 
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House  844.  Petition  of  Leo  M.  Birmingham  that  the 
duration  of  the  act  to  provide  for  a  discretionary  stay 
of  proceedings  in  certain  cases  of  summary  process,  be 
further  extended.     Chapter  111. 

The  above  two  acts  were  emergency  laws  established 
for  the  protection  of  persons  who  hire  tenements  during 
the  housing  shortage. 

The  laws  automatically  were  repealed  last  year  and 
these  two  laws  made  it  possible  to  extend  the  duration 
of  the  act  for  another  year. 

Senate  206.  Petition  of  Christian  Nelson  that  provi- 
sion be  made  for  the  prompt  payment  of  wages  of 
certain  employes.  Chapter  165.  Under  the  present 
weekly  payment  of  wage  law,  men  working  for  con- 
tractors engaged  in  the  business  of  the  building,  laying 
out  or  caring  for  the  grounds  surrounding  any  buildings 
or  structure  were  not  included  under  the  Act.  This  bill 
provides  that  every  contractor  doing  this  kind  of  work 
shall  now  have  to  pay  weekly  the  salaries  due  their 
employes. 

Senate  395.  Bill  to  provide  for  the  continuation  of 
Public  Operation  of  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Com- 
pany and  Modification  of  the  terms  thereof.  Chapter 
38  Resolve.  This  was  a  report  of  the  Special  Commis- 
sion which  was  appointed  a  year  ago  for  the  purpose 
of  bringing  in  a  recommendation  as  to  the  future  policy 
of  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway.  The  commission  had 
three  propositions  to  consider.  First  the  further  con- 
tinuance of  the  Public  Control  Act  which  expires  in 
1928.  Second,  whether  or  not  it  was  feasible  to  have 
the  State  take  over  and  operate  under  public  owner- 
ship. Third,  whether  the  road  should  be  turned  back 
without  any  further  assistance  from  the  Commonwealth 
to  private  management.  The  commission  was  unable  to 
come  to  an  agreement  on  just  what  was  a  better  policy. 
So  there  was  a  divided  report,  five  members  recommend- 
ing further  study  and  report  back  to  the  next  legislature 
and  four  members  recommending  that  the  public  control 
act  be  continued  for  a  period  of  twenty  years.  After 
much  dickering  and  many  public  hearings  on  the  two 
recommendations  the  legislature  finally  decided  for 
further  study  of  the  question  and  report  to  be  made  to 
the  next  Legislature. 

House  413.  Petition  of  Clinton  Q.  Richmond  relative 
to  the  regulation  of  Common  Carriers  of  Passengers  by 
Motor  Vehicles.  Chapter  280.  This  bill  provides  for  the 
regulation  by  the  Department  of  Public  Utilities  of  Bus 
Lines  operated  in  this  Commonwealth.  It  provides  that 
the  Public  Utility  Commission  shall  grant  Licenses  for 
the  operation  of  bus  lines  only  when  convenience  and 
Decessity  requires.  All  street  Railway  Employes  in  this 
State  were  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  this  legislation  and 
much  of  the  credit  is  due  them  for  its  enactment  into 
law. 

House  1242.  Bill  further  extending  the  term  of 
service  of  the  special  commission  on  the  necessaries  of 
life  and  vesting  it  with  certain  powers  in  event  of  a 
fuel  emergency.  Chapter  273.  This  bill  is  a  continuation 
of  the  act  which  established   the   rommission   on   the 


Necessaries  of  Life,  and  also  an  addition  to  the  present 
law  providing  that  the  chairman  of  the  commission  shall 
be  the  Fuel  Commissioner  in  case  an  emergency 
should  arise.  This  commission  was  established  first 
directly  after  the  war  for  the  purpose  of  gathering 
statistics  regarding  the  cost  of  living,  also  to  assist 
in  keeping  down  and  stabilizing  the  cost  of  rent  during 
the  housing  shortage.  Labor  lent  material  assistance 
in  tie  establishing  of  this  commission  and  feels  that  it 
has  done  some  very  effective  work. 

House  1254.  Bill  providing  for  Imprisonment  as  the 
Sole  Punishment  for  Second  or  Subsequent  Offenses  of 
Operating  Motor  Vehicles  while  under  the  Influence  of 
Intoxicating  Liquor.  Chapter  297.  This  is  not  a  Labor 
Bill.  I  am  simply  calling  it  to  the  attention  of  the 
delegates  for  the  purpose  of  informing  them  of  the 
drastic  feature  which  this  bill  contains,  knowing  that 
many  of  the  Labor  people  own  automobiles  and  feel 
that  they  should  be  acquainted  with  this  measure.  The 
bill  provides  that  any  operator  of  a  motor  vehicle  who 
is  arrested  and  convicted  while  driving  under  the  influ- 
ence of  liquor  may  be  fined  the  first  time  by  the  discre- 
tion of  the  Judge,  but  that  if  the  operator  is  arrested  and 
convicted  a  second  time  within  a  period  of  six  years,  it 
is  mandatory  upon  the  judge  that  the  sentence  be  jail, 
so  beware. 

Another  bill  which  affects  all  automobile  drivers, 
which  was  passed  at  this  session  of  the  legislature  is 
one  which  I  believe  you  know  about,  is  the  bill  known 
as  the  Compulsory  Automobile  Insurance  Bill.  This  bill 
provides  that  all  owners  of  a  motor  vehicle  must  insure 
their  car  against  liability.  It  provides  that  this  must 
be  done  through  insurance  companies,  a  feature  which 
labor  objected  to,  feeling  that  if  the  citizens  of  the 
Commonwealth  are  compelled  to  insure  it  should  be 
done  through  a  State  Insurance  Fund.  This  bill  is  to 
take  effect  in  1926,  providing  that  the  referendum  is 
not  invoked.  If  the  referendum  is  invoked  and  the 
people  sustain  the  legislature,  then  the  bill  will  take 
effect  in  1928.  I  believe  that  the  referendum  has  already 
been  started  on  this  measure  by  the  Automobile  Asso- 
ciation. 

BILLS  OPPOSED^AND   KILLED 

Senate  143.  Petition  of  Eben  S.  Draper  and  others  for 
an  amendment  to  the  constitution  to  provide  for  bi- 
ennial sessions  of  the  "General  Court.  The  Committee 
on  Constitutional  Law  reported  that  the  bill  ought  not 
to  pass,  but  as  it  was  a  recommendation  coming  from 
the  Governor  in  his  inaugural  address,  a  joint  session 
of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  was  called 
for  the  purpose  of  acting  upon  the  report  and  after  a 
very  lengthy  debate,  the  joint  convention  accepted  the 
report  of  the  committee. 

House  142.  Petition  of  John  C.  Brimblecom  for  an 
amendment  of  the  Constitution  giving  the  General  Court 
power  to  provide  for  the  election  or  appointment  of  the 
State  Secretary,  Treasurer,  Auditor  and  Attorney  Gen- 
eral and  of  Sheriff,  Registrars  of  Probate,  Clerks  of  Courts 
and  District  Attorneys.  Committee  on  Constitutional  Law 
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reported  this  bill  ought  not  to  pass.  Labor  opposed  this 
bill  because  the  purpose  of  it  was  to  take  away  from  the 
people  their  right  to  elect  state  and  county  officers.  As 
you  can  see  by  the  title  of  the  bill,  it  gave  to  the  General 
Court  the  power  to  provide  for  election  or  appointment 
of  the  several  offices,  mostly  appointment,  because  ail 
of  these  offices  are  now  elected  by  the  people.  If  this 
bill  had  gone  through,  there  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  but 
what  all  the  officers,  with  the  exception  of  the  Governor 
and  Lieutenant  Governor  would  be  appointed  by  the 
Governor  or  by  the  General  Court  itself. 

House  515.  Petition  of  Ida  Yerxa  Mills  that  Congress 
be  memorialized  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  Legislation 
to  Restrict  the  Employment  of  Married  Women.  Com- 
mittee on  Constitutional  Law  gave  this  bill  leave  to 
withdraw.  Labor  opposed  this  bill  because  for  the  last 
3  or  4  years  the  petitioner  had  a  bill  in  the  Massa- 
chusetts Legislature  for  the  purpose  of  eliminating  all 
married  women  from  working  in  industry  with  a 
proviso  that  if  any  married  woman  desired  to  work  that 
before  she  could  do  so,  she  would  have  to  notify  some 
board  and  then  an  investigation  of  her  entire  life  be 
made  by  such  board  and  also  the  amount  of  money  that 
the  husband  earned,  how  he  spent  it,  and  in  fact  a 
general  investigation  of  the  private  life  of  such  married 
women  and  their  husbands.  This  year,  the  petitioner 
changed  that  bill  from  the  drastic  form  in  which  he  had 
introduced  it  in  previous  years,  to  a  memorial  to 
Congress,  but  with  the  same  purpose  in  view.  The  legis- 
lature accepted  the  report  of  the  committee. 

House  925.  Petition  of  James  M.  Curley,  Mayor  of 
Boston,  that  certain  children  between  the  ages  of  14  and 
16  years  be  exempt  from  school  attendance.  Committee 
on  Education  gave  this  bill  leave  to  withdraw.  This  bill 
was  opposed  by  Labor  because  in  the  opinion  of  your 
Legislative  Agent  it  was  one  of  the  boldest  attacks  and 
the  most  drastic  act  that  has  been  made  in  a  number 
of  years  to  strike  a  blow  at  the  compulsory  school 
attendance.  Under  the  present  law  as  it  stands  today, 
it  provides  that  every  child  under  16  who  does  not  meet 
the  requirements  for  the  completion  of  the  6th  Grade  of 
the  Public  School,  with  the  exception  of  illiterates  and 
those  unable  to  learn  must  attend  school  up  to  16.  The 
amendment  provided  in  this  bill  was  to  the  effect  that  a 
child  would  not  have  to  attend  school  after  14  if  it  pos- 
sessed such  ability  to  read,  write  and  spell  in  English 
as  is  required  for  the  completion  of  the  sixth  grade  in 
the  Public  Schools.  You  can  readily  see  for  a  child  to 
leave  school  under  this  amendment  at  the  age  of  14 
would  be  to  put  all  his  time  into  reading,  writing  and 
spelling  and  have  no  further  education.  He  would  then 
be  at  liberty  to  go  to  work. 

Senate  143.  Petition  of  Frank  H.  Foss,  Chairman  of 
the  Republican  State  Committee  and  another  that  provi- 
sion be  made  for  the  nomination  by  State  Convention 
of  Candidates  for  certain  state  offices  to  be  filled  by  all 
the  voters  of  the  commonwealth.  The  Committee  on 
Election  Laws  referred  this  bill  to  the  next  annual  ses- 
sion after  very  strenuous  opposition  by  the  Labor  move- 
ment of  this  commonwealth.    This  bill  was  a  direct  blow 


at  our  primary  law  and  provided  that  the  state  con- 
vention of  the  different  political  parties  should  pick  the 
candidates  for  the  several  offices  to  be  voted  on  election 
day.  Under  our  present  system  of  primaries  and  elec- 
tion, each  citizen  of  the  commonwealth  has  a  right  to 
aspire  for  any  elective  office  at  the  primaries  and  those 
receiving  the  highest  vote  then  go  on  the  ballot  for  the 
final  election,  giving  the  people  of  the  commonwealth 
the  say  on  who  shall  be  voted  for  at  the  election.  If 
this  bill  were  adopted,  the  people  would  have  little  or 
nothing  to  say  because  a  few  political  leaders  in 
convention  would  pick  the  candidates  to  be  voted  on  at 
election  day.  The  legislature  accepted  the  report  of  the 
committee. 

House  146.  Petition  of  Roland  D.  Sawyer  for  the 
nomination  by  State  Political  Conventions  of  candidates 
for  the  offices  of  Lieutenant  Governor,  Secretary  of  the 
Commonwealth,  Treasurer  and  Receiver  General,  Audi- 
tor to  the  Commonwealth  and  Attorney  General.  The 
Committee  on  Election  Laws  gave  this  bill  next  Annual 
Sessions,  which  report  was  approved  by  the  Legis- 
lature. This  bill  was  another  such  bill  as  the  one  just 
previous  for  the  nomination  by  convention  of  candidates 
for  political  office. 

House  111.  Report  of  the  Joint  Session  of  the  Legis- 
lative Committee  appointed  to  consider  whether  it  is  for 
the  Public  Interest  that  the  business  of  Reciprocal  or 
Inter  Insurance  should  be  legalized  in  this  Common- 
wealth. This  commission  was  appointed  by  the  last 
session  of  the  Legislature  because  of  the  agitation  for 
the  last  2  or  3  years  by  other  states  to  allow  Massa- 
chusetts Insurance  Companies  to  write  Reciprocal  or 
Inter  Insurance  they  being  barred  from  writing  such 
insurance  in  this  Commonwealth  brought  about  by  the 
threat  by  them  that  if  Massachusetts  did  not  pass  legis- 
lation which  would  permit  the  writing  of  Reciprocal  In- 
surance that  they  would  have  legislation  passed  in  their 
several  states  which  would  prohibit  Massachusetts  com- 
panies from  writing  that  kind  of  insurance  there.  This 
reciprocal  insurance  is  based  upon  a  number  of  large 
concerns  pooling  their  interest  together  to  stand  the  loss 
of  any  liability  that  may  occur.  The  only  cost  to  the 
concerns  so  pooling  their  interest  is  the  minimum  pre- 
mium charge  and  the  cost  of  an  agent  in  fact  whose  sole 
duty  is  to  adjust  all  claims.  In  other  words  it  is  more 
or  less  based  upon  the  principle  of  self-insurance  done 
through  the  agent  in  fact.  The  commission  reported  the 
bill  in  favor  of  reciprocal  insurance  which  included  prac- 
tically all  forms  of  insurance  such  as  fire,  theft,  acci- 
dent, etc.  Labor  opposed  this  bill  of  the  commission  be- 
cause it  included  industrial  accidents.  When  this  bill  was 
heard  before  the  committee  on  insurance,  they  reported 
a  reciprocal  bill  which  included  only  fire  and  theft  insur- 
ance. Labor  had  no  objections  to  this  kind  of  a  measure 
and  it  passed  the  House,  but  when  it  reached  the  Senate, 
it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means 
and  that  committee  reported  to  the  Senate  a  bill  very 
similar  to  the  one  reported  by  the  Commission  in  the 
first  instance.  Labor  immediately  got  busy  to  defeat 
this  measure,  because  it  carried  with  it  industrial  acci- 
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dent  insurance.    We  were  successful  in  having  this  bill 
killed  in  the  Senate. 

Senate  255.  Petition  of  Daniel  J.  McDonald  for  the 
establishment  of  a  state  fund  for  the  protection  of  those 
engaged  in  industrial  pursuits  under  the  control  of  the 
State  Industrial  Commission.  This  bill  was  given  leave 
to  withdraw  by  the  Committee  on  Judiciary  which  was 
accepted  by  both  branches  of  the  Legislature. 

House  108.  Bill  concerning  Occupational  Diseases  and 
to  make  uniform  laws  relating  to  compensation  therefor. 
This  is  a  bill  which  was  recommended  by  the  Commis- 
sion of  Uniform  State  Laws.  This  bill  was  a  very  vicious 
one  insofar  Workmen's  Compensation  is  concerned. 
Under  the  present  law,  all  occupational  diseases  come 
under  it.  So  that  all  persons  that  receive  an  injury  or 
contract  a  disease  arising  out  of  and  in  the  course  of 
their  employment  are  entitled  to  compensation  under  the 
act.  This  amendment  provided  that  all  occupational 
diseases  would  not  come  under  the  act,  but  designated 
only  three  such  diseases,  namely:  if  such  disease  is 
anthrax,  lead  poisoning  or  phosphorous.  You  can  see 
that  under  such  wording  that  no  occupational  disease 
would  be  included  in  the  act  but  the  three  above 
mentioned.     This  bill  was  defeated  by  the  Legislature. 

Senate  102.  Petition  of  George  A.  Long  for  an  in- 
crease in  the  hours  in  which  women  and  minors  may  be 
employed. 

Senate  103.  Petition  of  George  A.  Long  for  an  increase 
of  the  hours  of  employment  of  certain  women  and 
minors. 

Senate  104.  Petition  of  George  A.  Long  relative  to 
the  hours  of  employment  of  women  and  minors. 

The  three  above  mentioned  bills  were  signed  by  the 
name  of  George  A.  Long  who  in  my  opinion  is  nothing 
but  a  straw  man,  whose  name  was  used  simply  to  intro- 
duce the  bill  into  the  legislature.  The  real  petitioners 
are  the  Arkwright  Club  which  is  an  organization  of  Cot- 
ton manufacturers  and  who  ever  since  the  48  Hour  Law 
was  enacted  had  been  attempting  to  have  it  repealed 
or  modified.  This  year  the  fight  was  led  for  the  adoption 
of  these  measures  by  Attorney  William  Garcelon  of 
Boston,  and  Ward  A.  Thoron,  Treasurer  of  the  Merrimac 
Mills  of  Lowell.  Both  these  made  a  very  strong  plea 
before  the  Legislative  committee  stating  that  the  48 
Hour  Law  was  driving  the  Textile  Industry  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, that  the  mills  of  Massachusetts  could  not 
compete  with  the  Southern  mills  which  have  practically 
unlimited  hours  and  further  stated  that  Massachusetts 
mills  could  not  even  compete  with  the  other  New  England 
states,  which  in  most  instances  allowed  54  hours  per 
week.  Many  other  arguments  were  presented.  Labor 
of  course,  fought  very  strenuously  against  any  change' 
in  the  present  48  Hour  Law  and  were  successful  in 
having  all  three  pieces  of  legislation  defeated  this  year. 

But  as  I  have  pointed  out  to  you  earlier  in  my  report, 
that  since  the  defeat  of  these  bills  a  determined  effort 
is  being  made  to  organize  not  only  the  Textile  interests 


but  the  citizens  in  each  of  the  Textile  communities  for 
the  purpose  of  making  a  concerted  and  determined  drive 
next  year  for  the  repeal  of  this  law.  My  only  suggestion 
is  that  whoever  may  be  your  legislative  agent  next  year, 
that  every  move  between  now  and  the  hearings  on  these 
bills  at  the  next  session  of  the  Legislature  that  the 
Textile  interests  should  be  watched  and  be  prepared  to 
meet  any  argument  that  they  may  advance. 

House  749.  Petition  of  the  Department  of  Massa- 
chusetts, the  American  Legion,  relative  to  the  employ- 
ment of  labor  by  public  service  corporations  which  are 
under   public    control. 

House  750.  Petition  of  the  Department  of  Massa- 
chusetts, the  American  Legion,  that  public  service  cor- 
porations which  are  under  public  control  be  required  in 
the  employment  of  labor  to  give'  preference  to  citizens. 
The  two  above  mentioned  bills  were  introduced  by  the 
Department  of  Massachusetts  which  practically  mean 
the  same  thing.  One  by  reading  the  title  of  the  bill 
would  imagine  that  they  were  all  right  and  would  not 
interfere  with  the  rights  of  anyone  which  in  fact  is  not 
the  case.  The  bills  were  aimed  directly  at  the  Boston 
Street  Carmen's  Union  who  work  for  a  public  service 
corporation  which  is  under  public  control.  The  bills  not 
only  provided  for  preference  given  to  citizens  in  the 
employment  of  the  Boston  Elevated,  but  also  contained 
a  clause  which  prohibited  the  Company  at  the  time  of 
curtailment  of  service  by  the  laying  off  of  men,  from 
laying  off  a  service  man  while  any  other  employe  of  the 
Company  who  was  not  a  citizen  remained  at  work. 

One  who  is  familiar  with  the  contract  of  the  Street 
Carmen's  Union  can  readily  see  what  such  legislation, 
if  enacted  into  law  would  mean.  The  contract  contains 
a  seniority  clause  which  is  very  dear  to  the  hearts  of 
the  Street  Carmen's  Union.  That  seniority  clause 
provides  that  the  last  man  hired  shall  be  the  first  to  be 
laid  off.  If  these  bills  were  adopted  it  would  establish 
the  principle  of  the  Massachusetts  Legislature  inter- 
fering with  contract  made  in  good  faith  between  Labor 
organizations  and  employers.  The  Legislature  was 
reluctant  to  turn  down  the  plea  of  the  American  Legion, 
but  after  the  case  had  been  explained  thoroughly  by 
Labor,  they  were  convinced  that  the  legislation  was  bad 
and  therefore  defeated. 

House  959.  Petition  of  Edward  P.  Barry  relative  to 
the  Hours  of  Employment  of  Chauffeurs  operating  Motor 
Vehicles  for  commercial  or  public  service  purposes.  This 
bill  was  one  which  directly  affected  the  Teamsters  and 
Chauffeurs.  It  provided  for  a  10  hour  working  day  in 
any  24  hours.  On  the  face  of  it  one  would  imagine  that 
it  was  good  legislation,  but  when  one  looked  into  the 
nature  of  the  work  that  the  chauffeur  or  truck  driver 
does  and  also  the  way  that  the  bill  was  drawn  one  can 
see  very  plainly  that  it  would  work  a  hardship  upon 
them.  In  this  bill  a  provision  that  any  chauffeur  vio- 
lating this  law  shall  upon  conviction  have  the  license 
which  he  holds  revoked  for  a  period  of  6  months  and 
also  provided  that  any  employer  causing  this  law  to  be 
violated  by  any  chauffeur  shall  be  fined  not  less  than 
$100  and  not  more  than  $1000.    If  this  bill  had  not  been 
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defeated  in  the  case  of  a  driver  of  a  coal  team  when  a 
sudden  cold  spell  came  on  and  people  were  suffering 
from  want  of  coal  the  driver  would  be  compelled  to 
quit  after  10  hours  and  if  the  driver  did  work  any  over- 
time his  license  would  be  revoked,  thereby  throwing 
him  out  of  employment.  In  the  case  of  Truck  Drivers, 
driving  long  distances,  if  they  had  not  reached  their 
destination  at  the  expiration  of  the  10  hours,  they 
would  be  compelled  to  leave  their  truck  on  the  side  of 
the  road  or  wherever  they  were  when  the  10  hours  was 
up.  In  the  case  of  a  taxi  driver,  if  his  time  were  up  at 
a  certain  hour  and  he  had  a  passenger  in  his  cab,  he 
would  be  compelled  to  leave  the  cab  and  the  passenger 
if  he  had  not  finished  the  certain  time  under  the  penalty 
of  losing  his  license,  so  you  can  see  that  the  bill  was 
too  drastic  for  labor  to  support. 

Senate  247.  Petition  of  Charles  P.  Howard  that 
Petitioners  be  required  to  contribute  a  reasonable  sum 
toward  the  cost  of  printing  the  bills  accompanying  their 
petitions.  This  bill  was  opposed  by  Labor  because  in 
the  first  instance  it  was  a  direct  departure  from  the 
old  established  policy  of  Massachusetts  to  give  to  each 
and  every  one  of  its  citizens  the  right'  to  free  petition 
to  the  legislature.  If  this  bill  were  passed  it  would  mean 
that  a  sum  of  money  would  have  to  be  paid  by  the 
petitioner  for  each  piece  of  legislation  introduced  into 
the  General  Court  without  any  guarantee  that  the  legis- 
lation would  get  any  more  consideration.  If  a  few 
members  of  a  committee  hearing  such  legislation  did 
not  like  it.  Labor  felt  that  this  was  bad  legislation  and 
successfully  defeated  it. 

House  378.  Petition  of  Napoleon  Bergeron  that  2 
members  of  each  craft  be  appointed  by  the  Governor 
to  assist  the  Board  of  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  in 
the  Settlement  of  Industrial  and   Labor  disputes. 

This  bill  if  enacted  into  law  would  compel  the  Gov- 
ernor to  appoint  2  members  of  each  craft  and  most  of 
jou  members  realize  the  number  of  crafts  throughout 
the  commonwealth  and  you  could  readily  see  that  the 
Governor  would  have  to  appoint  an  army.  It  developed 
at  the  hearings  on  this  bill  that  the  purpose  was  not 
entirely  for  craft  representation  but  was  a  slam  at  the 
officials  of  Labor  organizations  who  usually  present  the 
argument  for  their  side  of  the  question  before  the  board 
of  conciliation  and  arbitration.  The  argument  was  used 
that  pressure  would  be  brought  to  bear  upon  the  Gov- 
ernor not  to  appoint  officials  but  to  appoint  members 
Ironi  the  rank  and  file,  not  of  labor  organizations,  but 
e  who  did  not  belong  to  a  labor  organization.     We 

ire  successful  in  having  this  bill  defeated. 

I  Ion..'  111.  Petition  of  John  D.  W.  Bodfish  relative  to 
Um-  establishment  of  an  Employment  Adjustment  Board 
in  the  Department  of  Labor  and  Industries.  This  bill 
modelled  more  or  less  after  the  Kansas  Industrial 
''nut  Law  which  provided  for  the  compulsory  arbitra- 
tion through  the  Department  of  Labor  and  Industry  of 
all  Industrial  disputes  and  it  is  needless  for  me  to  say 
ilia t  the  bill  was  fought  vigorously  by  Labor  and  were 
e  nil  In  having  it  defeated  in  both  branches  of  the 
Legislature. 


BILLS   FAVORED   BUT   KILLED 

Senate  124.  Message  from  the  Governor  trans- 
mitting a  certified  copy  of  a  Joint  Resolution 
passed  on  June  2,  1924,  by  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives  composing  an  Amend- 
ment to  the  United  States  Constitution  which  shall 
give  the  Congress  the  Power  to  Limit,  Regulate 
and  Prohibit  the  Labor  of  Persons  under  18  Years  of 
Age.  This  is  the  Child  Labor  Amendment  which  was 
passed  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  and  sub- 
mitted to  the  several  State  Legislatures  for  ratification 
or  rejection.  As  you  will  remember  that  this  amend- 
ment reached  Msasachusetts  on  the  last  day  of  the 
session  of  1924.  Under  a  policy  established  by  the 
Massachusetts  Legislature  since  the  enactment  of  the 
18th  and  19th  amendments  to  the  United  States  Constitu- 
tion, this  matter  was  submitted  to  the  voters  of  the 
commonwealth  for  an  expression  of  opinion  as  to  how 
they  stood  on  the  same.  There  was  no  doubt  in  the 
minds  of  anyone  as  to  how  the  people  looked  upon  this 
measure.  It  is  useless  for  me  to  enumerate  at  this 
time  the  reasons  why  the  people  voted  as  they  did. 
Suffice  it  to  say  that  the  propaganda  of  misrepresenta- 
tion swayed  many  votes  against.  This  referendum  vote 
meant  nothing  in  so  far  as  the  amendment  itself  was 
concerned  because  under  the  Constitution  each  amend- 
ment to  the  U.  S.  Constitution  must  be  ratified  or 
rejected  by  the  Legislature  itself,  but  it  did  have  the 
tendency  to  sway  the  vote  of  the  members  of  the  Legis- 
lature to  vote  as  the  people  themselves  had  voted  on 
the  measure.  Labor  endeavored  at  the  hearing  on  this 
amendment  to  have  it  re-submitted  to  the  people  in  order 
that  the  true  facts  of  the  amendment  might  be  presented 
to  them.  This  the  legislature  refused  to  do  and  rejected 
the  amendment. 

House  594.  Petition  of  the  Massachusetts  Federation 
of  Labor  for  a  legislative  amendment  of  the  constitu- 
tion restoring  state  elections.  Committee  on  Consti- 
tutional Law  reported  this  bill  ought  not  to  pass,  which 
was  accepted  by  both  branches  of  the  legislature. 

House  493.  Petition  of  the  Massachusetts  Federation 
of  Labor  and  the  Women's  Trade  Union  League,  that 
the  age  for  Compulsory  School  Attendance  be  raised 
from  14  to  16  years.  Committee  on  Education  referred 
this  matter  to  the  next  annual  session  which  was 
approved  by  the  Legislature. 

House  1345  of  1924.  Report  of  the  Special  Commission 
appointed  to  report  on  the  Opportunities  and  Provisions 
lor  Technical  and  Higher  Education  within  the  Com- 
monwealth, and  the  need  of  supplementing  the  same 
through  the  establishment  of  a  State  University  or 
otherwise.  The  committee  on  education  referred  this 
bill  to  the  next  annual  session.  This  report  came  from 
the  commission  which  was  established  by  the  efforts  of 
Labor  and,  in  the  opinion  of  your  legislative  agent,  one 
of  the  best  reports  that  has  ever  been  submitted  to  the 
Legislature,  one  in  which  Labor  should  arouse  them- 
selves to  the  support  of.  It  was  apparent  at  the  two 
hearings  held  on  this  measure  this  year  that  the  repre- 
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sentatives  of  Labor  were  not  very  much  interested  be- 
cause after  notices  had  been  sent  to  the  various 
organizations,  few  if  any,  appeared  at  the  State  House 
in  favor  of  this  measure.  This  report  is  a  direct  step 
in  favor  of  the  Free  State  University  which  Labor  for 
the  past  15  years  have  attempted  to  have  established. 
It  has  been  referred  to  the  next  annual  session  and  will 
come  up  again  next  year. 

Trusting  that  a  new  interest  will  be  shown  and  a 
strong  delegation  of  Labor  will  be  at  the  State  House 
in  favor  of  the  measure. 

Senate  101.  Petition  of  the  Mass.  Federation  of  Labor 
for  the  establishment  of  a  State  Fund  to  Insure  the 
Liability  of  Employers  in  the  Commonwealth.  The  Com 
mittee  on  Judiciary  gave  this  bill  leave  to  withdraw. 
Further  action  on  this  measure  was  decided  by  the  last 
convention  which  was  that  if  the  legislature  failed  to 
pass  this  bill  at  this  session  of  the  legislature  that  it 
would  then  be  placed  on  an  initiative  petition. 

House  510.  Petition  of  the  Mass.  Federation  of  Labor 
for  amendment  of  the  law  relative  to  the  Maximum  and 
Minimum  Compensation  under  the  Workmen's  Compen- 
sation Law. 

House  620.  Petition  of  the  Mass.  Federation  of  Labor 
relative  to  increasing  the  number  of  weeks  in  which 
compensation  shall  be  paid  for  specified  injuries  under 
the  workmen's  compensation  act. 

The  two  above  mentioned  bills  dealt  with  amending 
the  Workmen's  Compensation  Law,  both  of  which  were 
given  leave  to  withdraw  because  of  the  determined 
stand  of  the  legislature  that  no  amendments  to  the  act 
would  be  adopted  this  year,  they  having  in  mind  that 
which  I  have  referred  to  previously  in  this  report  for  an 
investigation  of  the  entire  subject  of  Workmen's  com- 
pensation, and  a  re-drafting  of  the  Act  next  year. 

House  248.  Petition  of  the  Federation  for  Placement 
Work  for  the  Establishment  of  a  Reserve  Employment 
Fund,  for  use  in  promoting  public  work  during  periods 
of  industrial  depression.  Labor  took  a  stand  in  favor 
of  the  principle  involved  in  this  bill  but  were  unable  to 
lend  its  full  support  to  the  way  in  which  the  bill  was 
drafted.  After  some  of  the  objections  which  Labor  had 
pointed  out  to  the  committee,  such  as  a  lesser  rate  to  be 
paid  than  the  prevailing  rate  of  wages,  etc.,  they 
referred  this  bill  to  the  next  annual  session. 

House  444.  Petition  of  the  Massachusetts  Federation 
of  Labor  that  there  be  established  in  the  Department  of 
Labor  and  Industry  a  division  for  the  Control  of  Free 
and  Private  Employment  Offices.  The  committee  on 
Legal  Affairs  gave  this  bill  leave  to  withdraw  and  the 
convention  at  its  last  session  provided  that  if  this 
measure  were  not  passed  that  an  initiative  petition  be 
gotten  out. 

House  518.  Petition  of  the  Massachusetts  Federation 
of  Labor  that  Persons  Employed  by  Private  Detectives 
or  Industrial  Associations  be  required  to  Register  with 


the  Department  of  Labor  and  Industry.  This  bill  was 
given  leave  to  withdraw  by  the  committee  on  Legal 
Affairs. 

House  523.  Petition  of  the  Mass.  Federation  of  Labor, 
that  the  use  of  Second  Hand  Material  in  the  Manufac- 
ture of  Upholstered  Furniture  be  Prohibited.  The  Com- 
mittee on  Mercantile  Affairs  reported  favorably  on  this 
bill  under  a  new  house  number  1116.  It  was  then 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means  and 
this  committee  reported  ought  not  to  pass.  The  reason 
for  so  doing  being  that  the  department  of  Public  Health 
while  not  opposed  to  the  measure  advanced  the  argu- 
ment that  it  meant  more  work  for  the  department  and 
that  with  a  limited  number  of  inspectors  they  would 
be  unable  to  enforce  the  law.     This  bill  was  defeated. 

House  161.  Petition  of  Joseph  Lee  and.  others  that 
cities  and  towns  be  authorized  to  vote  on  the  question 
of  establishing  and  maintaining  playgrounds  and  sys- 
tems of  public  recreations.  Labor  in  Massachusetts 
received  a  personal  request  from  Brother  Hugh  Frayne, 
General  Organizer  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
from  New  York  requesting  that  we  support  that  meas- 
ure. As  he  personally  as  well  as  the  Labor  movement 
of  New  York  and  also  the  convention  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  had  endorsed  the  principle  of  such 
legislation.  The  Executive  Board  instructed  your  legis- 
lative agent  to  appear  for  this  measure. 

Senate  80.  Petition  of  James  McCarthy  and  James 
Mulvey  that  the  granting  of  special  licenses  in  Steam 
Plants  controlled  by  the  commonwealth  be  further 
regulated.  The  organizations  of  Firemen  and  Engineers 
were  much  interested  in  having  this  bill  become  law, 
but  they  were  unsuccessful.  The  committee  on  Public 
Safety  gave  it  leave  to  withdraw. 

Senate  110.  Petition  of  Peter  J.  Connolly  and  John 
McNamara  relative  to  Salaries  of  Engineers  and  Fire- 
men employed  in  State  Institutions.  This  bill  asks  for 
an  increase  of  25%  for  the  above  mentioned  employes. 
The  committee  on  Public  Service  reported  a  bill  granting 
a  hundred  dollar  increase  per  annum.  This  bill  was 
then  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means 
which  committee  reported  that  it  ought  not  to  pass. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means  was 
sustained. 

Senate  135.  Petition  of  Massachusetts  Federation  of 
Labor  relative  to  the  Ventilation  of  Factories  and  Work- 
shops. This  bill  was  simple  amendment  to  the  law  on 
ventilation  of  factories  and  workshops.  Under  the 
present  law  it  provides  that  the  rules  and  regulations 
shall  apply  to  factories  and  workshops  employing  5  or 
more,  this  amendment  if  adopted  would  have  these 
same  rules  and  regulations  apply  to  all  factories  and 
workshops  with  one  or  more  employes. 

House  803.  Petition  of  the  Mass.  Fraternal  Order  of 
Eagles,  for  the  establishment  of  a  State  System  of  No;i 
Contributory  Old  Age  Pensions.  With  an  old  age  pen- 
sion   bequest    fund.        Committee     on     Social     Welfare 
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referred  this  matter  to  the  next  annual  session  because 
of  the  fact  that  a  commission  which  is  now  studying 
the  old  age  pension  system  and  will  report  to  the  next 
General  Court  when  this  matter  will  be  taken  up. 

House  689.  Petition  of  the  Mass.  Federation  of  Labor 
for  the  Establishment  of  a  Board  of  Registration  of 
Barbers  and  Ladies'  Hair  Dressers. 

Through  an  agreement  reached  between  the  barbers 
and  ladies'  hairdressers,  it  was  agreed  that  a  joint  bill 
be  introduced  into  the  legislature.  At  the  time  of 
agreement  it  appeared  as  though  it  would  be  a  great 
help  toward  the  passage  of  this  measure,  but  as  time 
went  on  it  showed  that  it  did  not  work  out  as  we  had 
anticipated.  Instead  of  being  a  help  it  appeared  to  be 
hindrance. 

House  471.  Petition  of  George  E.  Keegan  that  the 
Hours  of  Labor  of  Certain  Street  Railway  Employes 
be  regulated. 

Committee  on  Street  Railways  referred  this  bill  to 
the  next  annual  session,  but  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives substituted  the  original  bill  and  passed  it  through 
all  its  stages  and  then  sent  it  to  the  Senate.  In  the 
Senate  it  took  one  reading  and  on  the  next  reading  a 
motion  was  made  to  refer  it  to  the  next  annual  session, 
which  was  carried  by  a  vote  of  17  to  11. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

The  following  will  be  my  recommendations  for  legis- 
lation to  be  submitted  to  the  next  Legislature: 


1.  I  recommend  that  the  Workmen's  Compensation 
Law  be  amended  by  striking  out  the  words  "not  to 
exceed  $16.00"  which  will  leave  the  law  to  read  "that 
an  injured  employe  receive  66%%  of  his  weekly  wages." 

2.  I  recommend  that  the  Workmen's  Compensation 
Law  be  further  amended,  that  in  case  of  death  by  injury 
or  accident  that  the  widow  or  dependent  children  should 
get  compensation  during  her  entire  need  of  it,  that  is, 
that  she  should  receive  compensation  until  she  re- 
marries. To  the  dependent  children  they  should  receive 
compensation  until  they  reach  the  age  of  21  years. 

3.  I  recommend  to  this  convention  again  to  endorse 
the  Non-Contributory  System  of  Old  Age  Pensions. 


CONCLUSION 

This  completes  the  report  of  the  work  done  by  your 
Legislative  Agent  during  the  past  year.  I  wish  to  ex- 
press my  appreciation  to  the  several  Central  Labor 
Unions  and  the  entire  Labor  movement  of  the  state 
for  the  co-operation  and  assistance  rendered  in  the 
interest  of  Labor  legislation. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

CHARLES   J.   HODSDON, 

Legislative  Agent. 


John  J.  Manning,  Secretary  of  the  Union  Label  Trades 
Department  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  ad- 
dressed the  Convention  urging  that  every  delegate 
make  it  a  duty  to  purchase  goods  bearing  the  Union 
label,  patronize  at  all  times,  the  Union  shop  card  and 
button  and  that  this  be  a  special  message  back  to  the 
membership  of  the  respective  organizations  represented 
at  this  Convention.     [Applause.] 

Secretary  read  the  following  communication  Just 
received. 

New   York,   July   31,   1925. 
President, 

Massachusetts  State  Federation  of  Labor. 
Dear  Sir  and  Brother: 

The  bearer,  MVs.  Kate  Richards  O'Hare,  is  actively 
engaged  in  a  campaign  in  which  we  are  interested  to 
give  publicity  to — the  manufacture  of  prison  made  arti- 
cles In  competition  with  free  labor  which  is  so  detri- 
mental particularly  to  the  organized  men  and  womeu 
of  our  country. 


We  will  appreciate  it  very  much  if  you  will  arrange 
to  permit  her  to  address  the  State  Convention  during 
one  of  its  sessions  on  this  subject. 

Thanking  you  very  much  and  with  kind  personal 
regards,  I  remain 

Fraternally  yours, 

B.   A.   LARGER, 
General   Secretary, 
United  Garment  Workers  of  America. 

Moved  that  the  request  contained  in  this  communica- 
tion be  granted  and  Mrs.  O'Hare  address  the  con- 
vention.    Duly  seconded.     Adopted. 

Mrs.  Kate  Richards  O'Hare  addressed  the  Convention, 
bringing  vividly  to  the  attention  of  delegates  the  ques- 
tion of  the  manufacture  of  prison  made  articles  in 
competition  with  free  labor  which  is  so  detrimental  to 
the  organized  men  and  women  of  our  country.  She 
quoted  from  her  own  personal  experience  of  having 
remained  14  months  in  prison  and  witnessed  the  manu- 
facture of  such  articles,  under  the  most  terrible  condi- 
tions. Her  words  met  with  the  keen  interest  of  the 
delegates  who  were  urged  to  bring  this  message  back 
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to  their  organization  and  do  all  possible  to  prevent  the 
purchase  of  prison  made  articles.    [Continued  applause.] 

•  Charles  E.  Anderson  for  the  Committee  on  Arrange- 
ments made  announcement  of  the  banquet  to  be  served 
Monday  evening  at  Merrimack  Hall,  Lowell,  Mass.,  at 
8  P.  M.  to  which  all  delegates  were  extended  an  invi- 
tation and  tickets  distributed. 

Delegate  Jordan,  Barbers  Union  of  Lowell,  announced 
the  names  and  addresses  of  the  Union  Barber  Shops 
in  the  city  of  Lowell  and  urged  that  all  delegates 
patronize  none  but  Union  barber  shops. 


Delegate  Charles  H.  Finn,  Quincy  Central  Labor  Union, 
suggested  that  instead  of  adjourning  this  convention 
to  meet  on  Tuesday  morning  that  we  use  Monday  after- 
noon to  discuss  and  consider  the  question  of  Child 
Labor  and  the  necessity  of  continuing  our  efforts  to 
abolish  it. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  suggestion  of  Delegate 
Finn  be  adopted.     Adopted. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  we  now  adjourn  to  re- 
convene at  2.30  P.  M.     Adopted. 

Convention  adjourned  at  12.05  P.   M. 


FIRST  DAY— AFTERNOON  SESSION 


Convention  called  to  order  at  2.30  P.  M.  by  President 
Michael  J.  O'Donnell. 

President  M.  J.  O'Donnell:  In  accordance  with  the 
suggestion  of  President  William  Green  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  to  the  Executive  Council  of  the 
Massachusetts  Federation  of  Labor  when  in  Boston  in 
July,  that  a  certain  portion  of  time  of  this  Convention 
be  reserved  for  the  discussion  of  the  Child  Labor  ques- 
tion, and  by  motion  of  the  morning  session,  this  after- 
noon is  given  over  to  the  discussion  of  this  subject. 

The  report  of  your  Executive  Council  to  this  Con- 
vention contains  a  reference  to  you  on  this  matter, 
which  reads:  "Continue  The  Fight  To  Abolish  Child 
Labor.  We  urge  upon  every  member  of  organized  labor 
the  necessity  of  using  every  means  at  their  command 
to  check  the  ever  growing  tendency  and  increasing  de- 
mand of  ignorant  and  depraved  capitalists  from  grinding 
Into  dividends  the  blood,  bone  and  flesh  of  the  children 


of  this  nation.  We  suggest  that  part  of  a  session  of 
this  Convention  be  set  aside  for  the  discussion  and 
consideration  of  this  all  important  question." 

Child  Labor  was  discussed  at  length  and  very  able 
remarks  on  the  subject  were  made  by 

Delegate  Van  Vaerene.wyck,  Cigarmakers  Union  97, 
Boston;  Delegate  Finn,  Central  Labor  Union,  Quincy, 
and  Delegate  McCarthy,  Central  Labor  Union,  Boston. 

Delegate  McCarthy,  Central  Labor  Union,  Boston, 
moved  that  the  Incoming  Executive  Council  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Federation  of  Labor  be  directed  to  inau- 
gurate a  campaign  of  education  based  on  the  purposes 
of  the  National  Child  Labor  Amendment  by  the  Amer- 
ican Federation  of  Labor  and  pursue  such  course  which 
will  be  followed  in  all  Central  and  Local  Unions 
^throughout  the  State.     Duly  seconded.    Adopted. 

On  motion,  Convention  adjourned  at  3.15  P.  M.  to 
reconvene  Tuesday  morning  at  9  A.  M. 


SECOND  DAY— MORNING  SESSION 


Convention  called  to  order  at  9.05  A.  M.  by  President 
Michael  J.  O'Donnell. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  reading  of  the  minutes 
of  the  Monday  session  be  dispensed  with.     Adopted. 

President  O'Donneft:  There  being  no  committees  ready 
at  this  time  to  make  a  report  to  the  body  and  two  of 
the  committees  are  now  at  work  in  the  anteroom,  I 
declare,  if  there  is  no  objection,  a  recess  until  9.30  A.  M. 

Recess  declared. 

Convention  called  to  order  at  9.30  A.  M.  by  President 
O'Donnell. 

Thomas  J.  Reagan,  Organizer  of  the  United  Textile 
Workers  of  America,  called  to  the  attention  in  a  very 
able  manner  the  conditions  existing  among  the  strikers 
of  the  Willimantic  Thread  Company  and  urged  all  pos- 
sible moral  and  financial  assistance  for  the  strikers  in 
,their  fight.     [Applause.] 

Moved  that  a  collection  be  taken  up  at  this  conven- 
tion for  the  Willimantic  Strikers.    Seconded.    Adopted. 


President  announced  that  he  would  appoint  a  com- 
mittee later  to  take  up  the  collection  when  there  was  a 
full  delegation  present  in  the  hall. 

REPORT    OF    COMMITTEE    ON    RULES 

Delegate  Brown,  Boston: 

Your  Committee  on  Rules  met  and  carefully  went  over 
the  Rules  of  Order  of  this  organization.  Committee 
recommends  the  adoption  of  the  Rules  as  in  use  at 
the  present  time  without  change  which  follow: 

RULES  OF  ORDER 

1.  At  the  opening  of  the  convention,  the  President 
shall  take  the  chair,  call  the  convention  to  order  and 
the  Secretary  shall  read  the  Call. 

2.  A  roll  call  may  be  taken  upon  any  question  before 
the  convention  upon  demand  of  25  delegates. 

3.  Sixty-five  delegates  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for 
the  transaction  of  business. 
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4.  No  resolutions  or  proposed  amendments  to  the 
constitution  shall  be  received  after  12  o'clock  noon  on 
the  second  day  of  the  convention  except  by  majority 
vote. 

5.  The  sessions  of  the  convention  shall  be  held 
between  the  hours  of  9  A.  M.  and  12  M.  and  from 
2  to  5  P.  M.,  except  that  on  the  opening  day  the  session 
shall  convene  at  10  A.  M. 

6.  Any  member  rising  to  speak  shall,  after  being 
recognized  by  the  Chair,  give  his  name,  the  name  and 
number  of  the  local  he  represents  and  the  location  of 
the  same. 

7.  The  limitation  of  debate  on  all  questions  shall  be 
five  minutes.  No  delegate  shall  be  permitted  to  speak 
more  than  twice  on  any  one  question  without  two-thirds 
vote  of  the  convention. 

3.  After  a  motion  is  stated  by  the  presiding  officer, 
or  read,  it  may  be  withdrawn  by  the  mover,  at  any 
time  previous  to  the  amendment  or  final  decision,  by 
consent  of  the  convention. 

9.  When  a  question  is  under  debate,  no  motion  shall 
be  received  but  to  adjourn;  to  lay  on  the  table;  for 
the  previous  question;  to  postpone  to  a  certain  day;  to 
commit;  or  to  amend— which  several  motions  shall  have 
precedence  in  the  order  in  which  they  stand  arranged. 
The  first  three  shall  not  be  amended  and  shall  be  decided 
without  debate;  a  two-thirds  vote  being  necessary  to 
carry  a  motion  for  the  previous  question. 

10.  Any  amendment  or  resolution  properly  introduced 
cannot  be  laid  on  the  table  until  the  introducer  of  such 
amendment  or  resolution  has  had  an  opportunity  to 
speak. 

11.  When  a  motion  or  question  has  once  been  put  and 
carried,  it  shall  be  in  order  for  any  member  who  voted 
in  the  majority  to  move  for  a  reconsideration  thereof; 
but  a  motion  to  reconsider,  having  been  put  and  lost, 
shall  not  be  renewed. 

12.  A  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  must  receive  the 
concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present,  and 
shall  be  decided  without  debate. 

13.  The  rules  of  one  convention  shall  remain  in  force 
until  the  Committee  on  Rules  shall  report  at  the  next 
convention  and  the  report  be  accepted. 

14.  Roberts'  Manual  shall  be  the  recognized  authority 
on  all  questions  not  provided  in  these  laws. 

ALBERT  BROWN,  Boston 
JAMES  MURPHY,  Bridgewater 
R.  C.  GILBERT,  Lawrence 
JOSEPH  TRUDEAU,  New  Bedford 
H.  K.  WOODS,  Springfield 
BESSIE  C.  IRVING,  Boston 

Committee  on  Rules. 

Your  Committee  recommends  the  adoption  of  its 
report. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Rules  be  adopted.    Adopted. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Rules  adopted. 


REPORT  OF   COMMITTEE   ON    RESOLUTIONS 

Delegate  McCarthy,  Central  Labor  Union,  Boston, 
reported  for  the  Committee  on  Resolutions  as  follows: 

RESOLUTION  1 

WHEREAS,  There  is  a  growing  tendency  among  Local 
Unions  whose  International  or  National  Body  Is  affiliated 
with  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  to  be  unmindful 
of  the  existence  of  a  Central  Labor  Union,  and 

WHEREAS,  Such  action  on  the  part  or  any  Local 
Union  tends  to  weaken  Central  Labor  Unions  both  finan- 
cially and  numerically  and  to  bring  about  a  disruption 
in  the  ranks  of  organized  labor;   and 

WHEREAS,  The  weakening  of  any  body  of  organized 
labor  destroys  the  efficiency  of  such  body  to  promote 
successfully,  both  economically  and  socially,  the  methods 
most  necessary  for  the  uplifting  of  all  workers  whether 
organized  or  not;   and 

WHEREAS,  Central  Labor  Unions  are  the  clearing 
houses  of  organized  labor,  wherein  delegates  of  any 
Union  may  make  known  to  all  other  unions  through 
their  representatives  the  exact  conditions  existing  at  the 
time  a  controversy  may  arise  between  their  craft  and 
the  employers  thereof,  thus  enabling  the  members  of 
organized  labor  of  every  calling  to  successfully  combat 
and  destroy  the  effects  of  the  insidious  propaganda  as 
put  forth  at  time  through  the  press  and  other  agencies 
for  the  purpose  of  influencing  public  opinion  during 
such  a  controversy,  and 

WHEREAS,  At  this  period  of  organized  labor,  it  is 
absolutely  necessary  that  organized  labor  effect  and 
maintain  through  affiliation  of  all  local  unions  with 
Central  Labor  Unions,  a  demeanor  and  solidarity  that 
will  command  the  respect  of  all  citizens  to  the  end 
that  organized  labor  may  be  more  fully  understood  and 
/appreciated  by  the  unorganized  workers;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  all  Local  Unions  having  jurisdic- 
tion over  the  city  of  Somerville,  be  requested  by  the  Mas- 
sachusetts State  Branch,  A.  F.  of  L.  to  affiliate  with  the 
Somerville   Central   Labor   Union. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

R.  F.  MAGUIRE, 
G.  E.  CAPELLE, 

Delegates  Somerville  Central  Labor  Union. 

Approved  by  Committee.    Adopted. 

President  O'Donnell:  Will  Delegate  McCarthy  give 
way  for  a  few  moments  for  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Constitution  to  make  a  few  remarks. 

Delegate  McCarthy,  Central  Labor  Union,  chairman 
of  Committee  on  Resolutions,  agreed. 

Delegate  Joel,  Central  Labor  Union,  Cambridge:  Your 
Committee  on  Constitution  recommends  that  the  Nomi- 
nation of  Officers,  which  under  the  constitution  would 
be  held  this  afternoon,  first  order  of  business,  be  laid 
over  until  tomorow  afternoon  (Wednesday),  so  that  the 
report  of  the  Constitution  Committee  may  be  brought 
before  this  body  before  we  proceed  with  the  nominations 
of  officers.  Your  committee  has  before  it  for  considera- 
tion the  matter  of  the  amalgamation  of  the  offices  of 
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Secretary-Treasurer  and  Legislative  Agent.  The  dis- 
position of  the  question  by  your  committee  and  this 
Convention  will  have  a  bearing  on  the  nomination  of 
officers.  Therefore  your  committee  recommends  to  this 
body  the  laying  over  of  the  nomination  of  officers  until 
Wednesday  afternoon. 

Moved  that  the  recommendation  of  the  Constitution 
pommittee  be  accepted. 

Delegate  Casey,  Electrotypers  11,  Boston,  moved  to 
amend  that  the  nomination  of  officers  be  laid  over  until 
after  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Officers  Report 
had  been  made  to  this  Convention. 

Delegate  Murphy,  Molders,  Franklin,  Chairman  of 
Committee  on  Joint  Officers  report,  explained  that  his 
committee  was  not  yet  ready  to  report  as  they  had 
before  them  matters  requiring  thought  and  consideration. 

Amendment  lost  by  voice  vote. 

Motion  to  lay  the  nomination  of  officers  over  until 
tomorrow  afternoon   (Wednesday),  adopted. 

REPORT  OF  RESOLUTIONS  COMMITTEE  RESUMED 

Delegate  McCarthy,  Central  Labor  Union,  Boston,  for 
the  committee: 

RESOLUTION  2 

Resolution  No.  2.  By  Delegate  Charles  Norris,  United 
Hatters  of  North  America  No.  6. 

WHEREAS,  The  United  Hatters  of  North  America 
have  maintained  the  Union  Label  on  Men's  Felt  Hat's 
since  1886,  and  on  Men's  Straw  and  Panama  Hats  since 
1912,  and,  ,  ,      |    j 

WHEREAS,  The  United  Hatters  have  spent  large 
amounts  of  money  during  these  years  for  advertising 
work,  and  Label  Agents  in  every  State  of  the  Union  to 
carry  on  this  work  of  appealing  to  the  organized  workers 
to  purchase  only  Union  Label  Hats,  and, 

WHEREAS,  The  hats  bearing  our  Union  Label  can 
be  purchased  in  every  city  in  Massachusetts  at  prices 
suitable  to  the  purchaser  and  in  all  styles,  grades  and 
qualities,  and 

WHEREAS,  It  is  evident  that  notwithstanding  our 
efforts  to  increase  the  demand  for  the  Union  Label  Hats, 
we  find  the  number  of  Non-Union  Hats  increasing  in 
Massachusetts,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  this  Convention  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts State  Branch  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  in  its  40th  Annual  Session  request  all  delegates 
to  make  every  possible  effort  to  induce  the  members  of 
their  Unions  to  purchase  Soft,  Stiff,  Straw,  and  Panama 
Hats  bearing  the  Union  Label. 
Yours  fraternally, 

CHARLES  MORRIS, 

Hatters  Union. 
Approved  by  Committee.     Adopted. 

RESOLUTION  3 
WHEREAS,  The  Bakery  Workers  International  Union 
are  involved  in  a  struggle  against  The  Ward   Baking 
Company;  and 


WHEREAS,  The  Drake  Cake  Baking  Company  have 
been  absorbed  by  the  Ward  Baking  Company,  both  of 
these  concerns  have  been  declared  one  hundred  per  cent 
unfair  to  Organized  Labor;  and 

WHEREAS,  Much  of  the  products  of  both  of  these 
concerns  are  sold  in  the  State  of  Masachusetts;  there- 
fore be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  delegates  to  this  annual  con- 
vention of  the  Massachusetts  State  Branch,  A.  F.  of  L., 
do  pledge  themselves  that  when  they  return  to  their 
homes  to  do  everything  possible  to  drive  the  products 
of  the  Ward  Baking  Company  and  the  Drake  Cake 
Baking  Company  from  their  various  districts;  and  be 
it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Massachusetts 
State  Branch  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  be  instructed  to  send  a 
copy  of  this  resolution  to  all  local  unions  and  central 
labor  unions  in  the  State. 

(Signed)      JOSEPH  T.  WALSH, 

Bakers  Union  277. 
P.   J.   LEONARD, 

Rakers  Union  7. 
WILLIAM  V.  IRVINE, 

Bakers  Union  182. 
Approved  by  Committee.  Adopted. 

Resolution  discussed  by  Delegates  Walsh,  Bakers  277, 
Salem;  Leonard,  Bakers  7,  Boston;  Murphy,  Stable  and 
Garage  men  367,  Boston;  Bessie  Irving,  Waitresses  112, 
Boston;  Casey,  Electrotypers  11,  Boston  and  McCarthy, 
Central  Labor  Union,  Boston. 

RESOLUTION  5 
RESOLVED,  That  the  City  Men's  Local  Union  149,  af 
^our  last  regular  meeting  held  at  Washington  Hall,  995 
Washington  St.,  Boston,  held  Sunday,  July  19,  1925,  it 
was  unanimously  voted  for  a  minimum  wage  of  five 
dollars  ($5.00)  for  all  City  Employees  employed  by  the 
city  of  Boston. 

ALBERT    BROWN,    President. 
DANIEL  F.  O'NEIL,  Secretary. 
Approved  by  committee.    Adopted. 
Discussed  by  Delegate  Brown,  Local  149,  Boston. 

RESOLUTION   7 

WHEREAS,  The  Massachusetts  State  Branch  Journey- 
men Barbers  are  introducing  a  Barbers'  License  Bill  at 
the  coming  session  of  the  State  Legislature;  and, 

WHEREAS,  The  proposed  bill  has  been  approved  by 
the  I.  B.  of  I  U.  of  A.  and  is  designed  to  elevate  tho 
Barber  craft  and  protect  the  public  from  unsanitary 
shops  and  incompetent  workmen;  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Mass.  State  Branch,  A.  F.  of 
L.,  in  convention  assembled,  endorse  the  Barbers'  License 
Bill  and  pledge  its  full  support  in  securing  enactment 
of  the  same. 

H.  C.  NIEBUHR,  Secretary  Treasurer, 
Mass   State  Branch  Journeymen  Barbers. 
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Approved  by  committee.     Adopted. 
Discussed  by  Delegates  Powers,  Barbers  182,  Boston; 
Bachand,  Barbers  186,  Worcester. 

RESOLUTION   8 

WHEREAS,  The  present  law  as  it  now  reads  on  our 
statute  books  in  the  commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
does  not  meet  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  intended, 
only  part  way. 

Chap.  149,  Sec.  117  reads:  "A  factory  where  five  or 
more  persons  and  a  workshop  where  five  or  more  women 
or  children  are  employed  shall,  while  work  is  carried 
on  therein,  be  so  ventilated  that  the  air  shall  not  become 
so  impure  as  to  be  injurious  to  the  health  of  the  persons 
employed  therein  and  so  that  all  gases,  vapors,  dust  or 
other  impurities  injurious  to  health,  generated  in  the 
course  of  the  manufacturing  process  or  handicraft  car- 
ried on  therein,  shall  so  far  as  practicable  be  rendered 
harmless;"  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Massachusetts  State  Branch  in 
convention  assembled  endorse  and  favor  its  change  in 
having  the  word  "five"  stricken  out  and  substituted 
the  word  "one," 

(Signed)      CHARLES    J.    HODSDON, 

Street  Carmen  589. 
Approved  by  committee.    Adopted. 


RESOLUTION  10 

Reaffirming  our  belief  that  Old  Age  Pensions,  non- 
contributory,  is  the  best  possible  way  of  taking  care  of 
the  needed  aged, 

The  Massachusetts  Federation  of  Labor  in  convention 
assembled,  reaffirms  and  pledges  itself  anew  to  the  cause 
of  non-contributory  Old  Age  Pensions. 

We  express  our  gratitude  to  the  citizens  of  Massa- 
chusetts for  the  splendid  co-operation  they  have  given 
towards  the  campaign  for  old  age  pensions. 

The  cause  is  just.  Our  legislature  cannot  longer  delay 
the  coming  of  this  just  and  salutary  law. 

THOMAS  J.  EAGAN, 
JAMES  P.  CURRAN, 
DENNIS  J.   MURPHY, 
JOHN  P.  CARROLL, 

Federal  Employees  25. 
Approved  by  committee.     Adopted. 

Discussed  by  Delegates  Hodsdon,  Street  Carmen  589, 
Boston;  Finn,  Central  Labor  Union,  Quincy. 

On  motion  Convention  adjourned  at  12.05  P.  M.  to  re- 
convene at  2  P.  M. 


SECOND  DAY— AFTERNOON  SESSION 


Convention  called  to  order  at  2  P.  M.  by  President 
M.  J.  O'Donnell. 

Moved  that  the  reading  of  the  minutes  of  the  morning 
session  be  dispensed  with.    Adopted. 
Secretary  Joyce  read  the  following  telegram: 

Boston,  Mass.,  Aug.  4,  1925. 

Mass.  State  Branch  Amer.  Federation  of  Labor,  Lowell, 

Mass.: 

Mr.  Robert  J.  White,  Chairman  Legislative  Committee, 

brings    greetings   from    Department    of    Massachusetts, 

the  American  Legion. 

LEO  M.  HARLOW, 

Dept.  Commander. 

President  O'Donnell:  Mr.  Robert  White,  Chairman  of 
the  Legislative  Committee  of  the  American  Legion  will 
make  some  remarks  to  the  Convention  at  this  time. 
[Applause.] 

Mr.  Robert  White  delivered  an  able  address  of  wel- 
come to  the  delegates,  which  met  with  prolonged  ap- 
plause. 

President  O'Donnell:  We  have  with  us  this  afternoon 
Professor  Dana,  who  desires  to  Fay  a  word  to  this  con- 
vention on  the  Workers'  Educational  Movement. 

Professor  Dana  delivered  an  able  address  to  the  body 
on  the  Workers'  Educational  Movement,  which  met 
with  the  keen  interest  and  attention  of  the  delegates. 
[Applause.] 


President  O'Donnell  appointed  the  following  com- 
mittee to  take  up  the  collection  for  the  Willimantic 
strikers. 

Delegates  Ida  Smith,  Stenographers  Union  41965,  Bos- 
ton; Bessie  Irving,  Waitresses  112,  Boston;  Margaret 
Connelly,  Telephone  Operators,  Boston;  Mary  Meehan, 
Book  Binders  56,  Boston. 

Committee  reported  having  received  the  sum  of  $94.53 
from  the  delegation  for  the  Willimantic  strikers.  [Ap- 
plause.] 

RESOLUTIONS  COMMITTEE  REPORT  RESUMED 

Delegate  McCarthy,  Central  Labor  Union,  Boston,  for 
the  committee,  reported  as  follows: 

RESOLUTION  9 

WHEREAS,  The  Holland  Furnace  Company  on  May 
13,  1925,  entered  into  an  agreement  with  the  Interna- 
tional Moulders'  Union  for  the  stated  purpose  of  estab- 
lishing friendly  relations;  and, 

WHEREAS,  The  Holland  Furnace  Company,  under 
the  agreement,  was  to  assist  in  a  friendly  manner  in 
organizing  the  moulders  and  the  coremakers  in  their 
employ  into  membership  of  the  I.  M.  U.  of  N.  A.;  and, 

WHEREAS,  The  Holland  Furnace  Company  has  failed 
to  carry  out  its  part  of  the  agreement  entered  into  with 
the  I.  M.  U.  of  N.  A.,  and  by  the  action  of  their  repre- 
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Bentatives,   who    have    shown   an   unfriendly   attitude; 
therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  we  the  delegates  attending  the 
Fortieth  Annual  Convention  of  the  Massachusetts  State 
JBranch,  A.  F.  of  L.,  declare  the  Holland  Furnace  Com- 
pany's attitude  toward  the  International  Moulders'  Union 
as  unfair  to  organized  labor. 

(Signed)      DANIEL  S.  CALLAHAN, 
JAMES  CROWLEY, 
International  Moulders'  Union  106. 

Approved  by  committee.    Adopted. 

RESOLUTION  11 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Fortieth  Annual  Convention  of 
the  Mass.  State  Branch,  A.  F.  of  L.,  held  at  Lowell, 
Mass.,  go  on  record  to  re-endorse  the  Journeymen  Bar- 
bers International  Union  of  America's  shop  card. 

JOHN    A.    MANGANARO, 

Barbers  182,  Boston. 

Approved  by  committee.    Adopted. 
Discussed    by    Delegate     Manganaro,     Barbers     182, 
Boston. 

RESOLUTION  18 

WHEREAS,  In  many  branches,  divisions  and  bureaus 
of  the  Federal  Service,  employees  are  required  to  work 
seven  days  per  week,  no  compensatory  time  off  being 
allowed;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  State  Branch,  A.  F.  of  L.,  in 
convention  assembled  at  Lowell,  Massachusetts,  vigor- 
ously condemns  such  practice  and  instructs  the  Exec- 
utive Council  to  render  all  assistance  possible  to  the 
National  Federation  of  Federal  Employees  in  its  efforts 
to  remedy  the  above  grievance. 

THOMAS   J.   EAGAN, 
JAMES  P.  CURRAN, 
JOHN  P.  CARROLL, 
DENNIS  J.  MURPHY. 

Approved  by  committee.    Adopted. 
Discussed  by  Delegates  Kearney,  Waiters  34,  Boston; 
Curran,  Federal  Employees  25,  Boston. 

RESOLUTION  12 

WHEREAS,  We  have  been  struggling  to  secure  a 
foothold  among  the  office  workers  engaged  In  plants, 
establishments  and  manufactories  that  are  now  union- 
ized, and  have  met  with  at  least  partial  success,  but  do 
feel  that  the  labor  movement  at  least  owes  some  alle- 
giance to  a  sister  organization  by  having  such  unions 
that  employ  office  help  have  such  employees  become 
members  of  the  Stenographers,  Bookkeepers,  Accoun- 
tants and  Office  Employees  Union,  Local  14965  of  Bos- 
ton; therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  State  Branch,  American  Feder- 
ation of  Labor,  go  on  record  in  giving  all  assistance  to 
the  Stenographers,  Bookkeepers,  Accountants  and  Office 
Employees  Union  in  their  organizing  work  whenever 


called  upon  to  do  so,  and  that  the  State  Branch  make 
official  request  of  all  unions  employing  office  help  that 
such  help  carry  union  cards  in  the  S.  B.  A.  &  O.  E.  U. 
of  Boston. 

IDA  SMITH, 
Stenographers  Union  14965,  Boston. 

Approved  by  committee.    Adopted. 

Discussed  by  Delegate  Ida  Smith,  Stenographers  Union 
14965,  Boston. 

RESOLUTION  13 

WHEREAS,  There  is  in  this  commonwealth  thousands 
of  people  living  in  apartment  houses;   and, 

WHEREAS,  The  safety  and  sanitary  conditions  of 
these  buildings  are  almost  entirely  dependent  on  th© 
janitor;   therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  any  janitor  taking  charge  of  a 
building  containing  six  or  more  tenants  shall  be  required 
to  secure  a  license  to  do  such  work. 

ROBERT  ISAACS,  Local  5. 

Approved  by  committee.    Adopted. 

Discussed  by  Delegate  Isaacs,  Janitors  Union  5, 
Boston. 

RESOLUTION  14 
WHEREAS,  The  working  people  in  all  branches  o£ 
industry  in  Massachusetts  are  constantly  menaced  by 
the  grim  spectre  of  unemployment;  and, 

WHEREAS,  The  conditions  at  present  revive  the 
fear  that  the  suffering,  misery,  and  hunger  of  past  un- 
employment periods  are  imminent;   and, 

WHEREAS,  This  condition,  familiar  to  all  students  of 
the  labor  movement  as  well  as  those  actually  concerned 
therein,  calls  for  investigation  by  a  state  commission; 
and, 

WHEREAS,  Believing  that  such  an  investigation  will 
lead  to  a  system  of  unemployment  insurance,  the  Mass. 
State  Branch  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  en- 
dorses the  following: 

RESOLVED,  That  the  legislature  be  petitioned  to 
appoint  such  a  committee;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  labor  movement  of  Massa- 
chusetts will  assure  the  Governor  and  Council  of  it3 
undivided  support  in  the  enactment  of  a  law  providing 
for  unemployment  insurance. 

CHARLES  L.  REED, 
Salem  Central  Labor  Union. 

Approved.     Adopted. 

Discussed  by  Delegates  Reed,  Central  Labor  Union, 
Salem;  Curran,  Theat.  Stage  Emp.  11,  Boston. 

Delegate  Kearney,  Waiters  34,  Boston,  moved  that  in 
addition  to  the  resolution  just  adopted,  the  incoming 
Executive  Council  in  conjunction  with  the  legislative 
agent  be  instructed  to  draft  a  law  providing  for  unem- 
ployment insurance  in  Massachusetts  to  be  presented 
to  the  Legislature.     Duly  seconded.     Adopted. 

Resolution  14  adopted  with  amendment  thereto. 
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RESOLUTION  15 

WHEREAS,  The  purpose  of  the  individual  contract  is 
to  force  men  out  of  trade  unions  and  to  prevent  them 
from  becoming  members.  It  is  a  contract  which  is 
intended  to  compel  men  to  surrender  their  rights  as 
American  citizens,  as  the  price  of  keeping  their  family 
from  suffering  and  want;    and, 

WHEREAS,  These  contracts  carry  no  guarantee  of 
wages  or  hours  of  labor,  no  pledge  of  continual  employ- 
ment or  employment  for  any  length  of  time,  while 
seeming  to  do  so,  if  work  was  satisfactory.  The  Supreme 
Court  of  Mississippi  has  declared  the  contract  null  and 
void  so  far  as  this  provision  is  concerned;  therefore, 
be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Mass.  State  Branch  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  submit  a  bill  to  the 
incoming  Mass.  Legislature  "declaring  provisions  in 
contracts  of  employment  whereby  either  party  under- 
takes not  to  join,  become  or  remain  a  member  of  a 
labor  union  or  any  organization  of  employers  or  under- 
takes in  such  event  to  withdraw  from  the  contract  of 
employment,  to  be  against  public  policy  and  void." 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Court  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Mass.: 

Every  undertaking  or  promise  hereafter  made,  whether 
written  or  oral,  express  or  implied,  constituting  or  con- 
tained in  any  contract  or  agreement  of  hiring  or  em- 
ployment, between  any  individual,  firm,  company,  asso- 
ciation or  corporation  and  any  employee  or  prospective 
employee  of  the  same,  whereby  (a)  either  party  to 
such  contract  or  agreement  undertakes  or  promises  not 
to  join,  become,  or  remain  a  member  of  any  labor 
organization  or  of  any  organization  of  employers,  or 
(b)  either  party  to  such  contract  or  agreement  under- 
takes or  promises  that  he  will  withdraw  from  the  em- 
ployment relation  in  the  event  that  he  joins,  becomes, 
remains  a  member  of  any  labor  organization  or  of  any 
organizations  of  employers,  is  hereby  declared  to  be 
contrary  to  public  policy  and  wholly  void. 

CHARLES  L.  REED,  Salem  C.  L.  U. 

Your  committee  approves  the  principle  upon  which 
this  resolution  is  based  and  recommends  that  the  matter 
be  referred  to  the  incoming  Executive  Council  with  direc- 
tions to  have  drafted  and  presented  to  the  legislature  a 
suitable  bill  thereon. 

Recommendation    of    Resolution    Committee   adopted. 

Resolution  15,  as  amended,  adopted. 

Discussed  by  Delegate  Reed,  Central  Labor  Union, 
Salem. 


RESOLUTION  16 

WHEREAS,  The  Bakery  and  Confectionery  Workers 
International  Union  of  America  have  been  using  a  union 
label  on  bakery  products,  and  carrying  on  a  persistent 
campaign  amongst  the  bread  consumers  for  that  label; 
and, 


WHEREAS,  The  Bread  Trust  and  other  unscrupulous 
employers  have  by  underhand  ways  attempted  to  hamper 
and  prevent  the  use  of  the  union  label  by  legislative 
measures,  introduced  as  weight  measures,  health  meas- 
ures in  bakeries,  etc.;   therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  we,  the  delegates  attending  this 
40th  Annual  Convention  of  the  Massachusetts  State 
Branch,  A.  F.  of  L.,  pledge  our  support  to  the  Bakery 
and  Confectionery  Workers  International  Union  in  en- 
acting such  legislation  as  shall  permit  the  free  and 
unhampered  use  of  the  union  label. 

PATRICK  LEONARD, 
JOSEPH  WALSH, 
WM.  V.  IRVINE. 
Approved  by  committee.     Adopted. 

RESOLUTION  17 
WHEREAS,  Section  41,  Chapter  140,  of  the  General 
Laws,  which  has  for  its  purpose  the  licensing  of  em- 
ployment and  intelligence  offices,  is  in  its  present  form 
not  broad  enough  in  its  scope  to  cover  all  such  offices 
according  to  legal  opinions;   therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  State  Branch,  A.  F.  of  L.,  legis- 
lative agent  be  instructed  to  draw  up  the  necessary 
amendments  to  the  present  law  that  will  require  all 
employment  and  intelligence  offices  in  the  State  of  Mas- 
sachusetts to  be  licensed  in  the  cities  and  towns  wherein 
they  operate  such  offices,  the  amendments  to  be  pre- 
sented to  the  next  session  of  the  General  Court  of 
Massachusetts  and  to  be  considered  as  a  State  Branch 
Bill. 

CHARLES  E.  ANDERSON,  President, 
PARKER  F.  MURPHY,  Secretary, 

Lowell  Trades  and  Labor  Council. 

Your  committee  approves  the  principle  on  which  this 
resolution  is  bas«d  and  refers  it  to  the  incoming  Exec- 
utive Council  to  have  drafted  and  presented  to  the 
incoming  Legislature  a  bill  remedying  the  matter  com- 
plained of. 

Recommendation  of  Resolutions   Committee  adopted. 

Resolution  17,  as  amended,  adopted. 

RESOLUTION  19 

Endorsement  of  H.  R.  8202  for  Federal  Employment, 
which  provides  maximum  annuity  of  $1,200  per  annum, 
optional  retirement  after  30  years'  service  of  Mechanics, 
Laborers  and  Post  Office  Employees  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
seven  years,  other  employees  at  sixty  years  of  age, 
compulsory  retirement  of  all  Federal  Employees  at  age 
of  seventy  years,  increase  of  assessment  from  two  and 
one-half  to  three  and  one-half  per  cent  of  each  employee's 
salary. 

THOMAS  J.  EAGAN, 
JAMES  J.  CURRAN, 
JOHN  P.  CARROLL, 
DENNIS  J.  MURPHY. 

Approved  by  committee.     Adopted. 
Discussed  by  Delegate  Curran,  Federal  Employees  25, 
Boston. 
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RESOLUTION  20 

WHEREAS,  With  the  exception  of  the  Postal  Service., 
there  has  been  no  increase  in  pay  of  government  em- 
ployees commensurate  with  the  increased  price  of  com- 
modities;  and, 

WHEREAS,  The  continued  high  cost  of  living,  coupled 
with  the  low  purchasing  power  of  the  dollar,  is  in  effect 
a  reduction  in  salary,  thereby  lowering  their  standard 
of  living;   and, 

WHEREAS,  The  Congress  has  recognized  these  facta 
by  increasing  their  own  salaries  $2,500  and  the  salaries 
of  the  postal  employees  approximately  $300  per  annum; 
and, 

WHEREAS,  The  Classification  Act  as  now  administered 
has  failed  to  remedy  salary  injustices  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  and  Field  employees  may  expect  no  better 
treatment  at  the  hands  of  the  majority  members  of  the 
Personnel  Classification  Board;   and, 

WHEREAS,  Justice  demands  that  employees  of  tho 
general  service  be  given  as  fair  treatment  in  the  matter 
of  salaries  as  has  been  accorded  members  of  the  Con- 
gress and  Postal  employees;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  the  National  Federation  of  Federal 
Employees,  in  convention  assembled,  that  the  principal 
feature  of  the  legislative  program  of  the  Federation 
during  the  69th  Congress,  and  until  same  is  obtained, 
shall  be  the  securing  of  legislation  abolishing  the  Per- 
sonnel Classification  Board  and  placing  the  administra- 
tion of  classification  in  the  hands  of  the  Civil  Service 
Commission;   and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Executive  Council  be  directed 
to  use  all  legitimate  effort  in  securing  the  enactment  by 
Congress  of  an  amendment  to  the  existing  Classification 
Act  which  shall  provide  for  the  revision  of  existing  com- 
pensation schedules  for  "the  District  of  Columbia,  and 
the  establishment  of  compensation  schedules"  for  the 
field  services  which  will  be  based  upon  a  minimum  rate 
of  $1,500.00  per  annum  as  already  established  by  law 
for  unskilled  laborers  in  the  Postal  Service,  for  all  full- 
time  adults. 

THOMAS   J.   EAGAN, 
JAMES   P.   CURRAN, 
JOHN  P.  CARROLL, 
DENNIS  J.  MURPHY. 

Approved  by  committee.     Adopted. 
Discussed    by    Delegate    Curran,    Federal    Emp.    25, 
Boston. 

RESOLUTION  21 

WHEREAS,  A  large  number  of  apartments  at  the 
present  time  are  located  several  feet  below  the  surface, 
and  thereby  are  deprived  of  sunshine  and  fresh  air;  and, 

WHEREAS,  The  occupants  of  these  apartments  ate 
compelled  to  live  therein  on  account  of  their  occupation; 
therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  a  law  be  enacted  whereby  such 
apartments  constructed  in  the  future  be  placed  on  a 
level  with  the  surface. 

ROBERT  ISAACS,  Local  5. 


Approved  by  committee.     Adopted. 

Discussed  by  Delegate  Isaacs,  Janitors  Union  5, 
Boston. 

President  O'Donnell:  We  have  with  us  today  one  of 
our  old  friends,  now  Legislative  Agent  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  in  Washington,  D.  C,  Edward  F. 
McGrady.     [Applause.] 

Edward  F.  McGrady  delivered  a  most  able  and  inter- 
esting talk  to  the  delegates  on  Unemployment  Insurance. 
Secretary  Joyce  read  the  following  telegram: 

Washington,  D.  C,  Aug.  4,  1925. 
Secretary  Mass.  State  Federation  of  Labor  Convention, 
Lowell : 

I  deeply  regret  that  meeting  Executive  Council,  Amer- 
ican Federation  of  Labor,  now  in  session  prevented  car- 
rying out  arrangements  I  had  made  for  Federation 
Representative  to  attend  opening  session  Massachusetts 
State  Federation  of  Labor  Convention;  however,  Vice- 
President  Matthew  Woll  left  Washington  last  evening 
for  New  York,  Boston,  Lowell  and  other  points.  He 
will  be  In  attendance  upon  your  convention  at  a  session 
before  adjournment,  and  as  the  representative  of  the 
Federation  and  of  the  undersigned  will  deliver  the  mes- 
sage of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  and  the  per- 
sonal fraternal  greetings  and  good  wishes  of  myself. 

WM.  GREEN. 

[Prolonged  applause.] 

President  O'Donnell:  Is  there  any  other  committee 
ready  to  report  at  this  time? 

REPORT    OF    VICE-PRESIDENTS    TO    CONVENTION 

Delegate  Van  Vaerenewyck,  Cigarmakers  97,  Boston, 
and  Vice-President  of  the  Mass.  Federation  of  Labor, 
made  the  report  to  the  convention  for  the  Vice-Presi- 
dents as  follows: 

To  the  Delegates  attending  the  State  Federation  of  Labor 
Convention,  Lowell,  Mass.,  Greetings: 

The  1924  Convention  of  the  Mass.  Federation  of  Labor, 
held  in  Boston,  passed  a  resolution  that  tne  Vice-Presi- 
dents make  a  report  of  their  activities  during  their  term 
of  office. 

You  will  note  that  your  Vice-Presidents,  in  a  large 
measure,  were  handicapped  in  their  endeavors  to  organ- 
ize and  to  solicit  affiliations  outside  of  their  immediate 
locality. 

Upon  this  basis  a  committee  of  three  drafted  a  letter, 
dated  January  15th,  1925,  signed  by  the  President,  and 
sent  to  all  the  lOcal  unions  in  Massachusetts. 

The  response  to  this  letter  was  small,  and  if  it  could 
have  been  followed  up  by  a  personal  visit  of  an  active 
officer,  no  doubt  the  response  would  have  been  much 
larger.  Some  of  the  Vice-Presidents  were  fortunate  in 
being  in  a  position  that  gave  them  an  opportunity  to 
visit  cities  and  solicit  active  co-operation  and  affllations. 

All  rendered  service  in  their  immediate  localities. 
Our  efforts  were  not  so  successful  as  we  desired,  but 
there  are  several  good  reasons  for  the  same. 

1.  Lack  of  interest  of  the  rank  and  file  in  their  union 
meetings. 
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2.  Lack  of  interest  on  the  part  of  some  local  officers. 

3.  Conditions  in  the  past  four  years. 

4.  Lack  of  co-operation  between  the  local  unions  and 
the  State  Federation  of  Labor. 

5.  Our  own  financial  condition. 

In  the  face  of  these  conditions,  we  have  added  some 
new  affiliations  to  our  list  of  affiliated  unions. 

We  have  not  set  the  world  afire,  but  did  the  best  under 
the  conditions  to  hold  up  the  Federation. 

In  submitting  this  report,  we  do  so  as  a  unit,  to  assure 
you  that  each  one  has  done  his  and  her  level  best. 

Fraternally  yours, 

JOHN   VAN   VAERENEWYCK, 
E.  A.  JOHNSON, 
CHARLES  H.  FINN, 
MARY  V.  MURPHY, 
PATRICK    GRIFFIN, 
PETER  MURPHY, 
FRANK  GIFFORD, 

Vice-Presidents. 

Moved  that  the  report  of  the  Vice-Presidents,  sub- 
mitted to  this  convention  by  Vice-President  Van  Vaeren- 
wyck,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Officers'  Report. 
Seconded.     Adopted. 

Report  of  Vice-Presidents  referred  to  Committee  on 
Officers'  Report. 

Delegate  Nolan,  Typographical  Union  13,  Boston,  made 
inquiry  relative  to  the  matter  of  redistricting  or  zoning 
the  State,  which  matter  was  referred  from  the  last 
convention  to  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Mass.  Feder- 
ation of  Labor. 

Question  of  redistricting  or  zoning  the  State  was  con- 
sidered at  length  and  discussed  by  Delegates  Nolan, 
Typographical  13,  Boston;  Van  Vaerenewyck,  Cigar- 
makers  97,  Boston;  Johnson,  Asbestos  Workers  6,  Bos- 
ton; Conroy,  Central  Labor  Union,  Worcester;  Moriarty, 
Sheet  Metal  Workers  17,  Boston;  Joyce,  Electrical 
Workers  103,  Boston;  Griffin,  Steam  Fitters  537,  Boston; 
Casey,  Electrotypers  11,  Boston;  Keaveney,  Electrical 
Workers  622,  Lynn;  Gatelee,  Moving  Picture  Operators 
186,  Springfield;  Finn,  Central  Labor  Union,  Quincy; 
Nutley,  Central  Labor  Union,  Holyoke;  Joel,  Central 
Labor  Union,  Cambridge. 


Delegate  Gatelee,  Moving  Picture  Operators  186, 
Springfield,  moved  that  the  convention  instruct  the 
Executive  Council  to  comply  with  the  instructions 
which  was  given  them  by  resolution  adopted  at  the 
last  convention  of  the  State  Federation  of  Labor  in 
Boston  and  bring  in  to  this  convention  tomorrow 
morning  a  recommendation  regarding  the  redistrict- 
ing or  zoning  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  either 
approving   or   disapproving    of   the   same. 

Delegate  Nolan,  Typographical  Union  13,  Boston, 
moved  to  amend  that  we  reaffirm  our  position  as 
presented  at  the  last  convention  of  the  State  Feder- 
ation of  Labor  as  in  favor  of  redistricting  the  State 
of  Massachusetts. 

Delegate  McCarthy,  Central  Labor  Union,  Boston, 
.stated  that  that  was  not  the  action  of  the  last  con- 
vention. The  action  was  reference  to  the  incoming 
Executive  Council  for  recommendation  to  this  con- 
vention. 

President  O'Donnell  ruled  Delegate  Nolan's  amend- 
ment out  of  order. 

Previous   question   called   for. 

President  O'Donnell:  Question  comes  on  the  motion, 
which  is  that  the  Executive  Council  be  instructed  by 
this  convention  to  comply  with  their  instructions  from 
the  last  convention  and  bring  in  to  this  convention 
tomorrow  morning  a  recommendation  either  approv- 
ing or  disapproving  the  redistricting  or  zoning  of  the 
State. 

Voice  vote   doubted. 

Rising  vote  showed  60  in  favor  of  instructing  the 
Executive    Council.     59   opposed. 

Motion    adopted. 

Delegate  Anderson,  Trades  and  Labor  Council  of 
Lowell,  announced  the  entertainment  for  the  dele- 
gates for  Tuesday  evening,  a  dance  in  the  Auditorium, 
to   which   all    were   invited.      [Applause.] 

Chairman  of  Standing  Committees  announced  meet- 
ing  of   their   respective    committees. 

On  motion  convention  adjourned  at  5  P.  M.  to 
reconvene  Wednesday  morning  at  9   A.   M. 
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Convention  called  to  order  at  9  A.  M.  by  President 
M.  J.  O'Donnell. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  reading  of  the  min- 
utes of  Tuesday  afternoon  session  be  dispensed  with. 
Adopted. 

Secretary  Martin  T.  Joyce  read  the  report  of  the 
Executive  Council,  submitted  in  accordance  with  the 
instructions  of  this  convention  yesterday  afternoon, 
as  follows : 

To  the  State  Branch  A.  F.  of  L.  Convention: 

In  accordance  with  the  action  of  the  convention 
yesterday  afternoon  and  carrying  out  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  39th  Annual  Convention,  the  Executive 
Council   submits   the   following: 

We  recommend  that  the  State  of  Massachusetts  be 
arranged  into  districts  as  follows:  East,  West,  Cen- 
tral,   and    Southern    divisions. 

In  the  Eastern  Section  all  territory  north  of  Brock- 
ton and   east  of  Framingham. 

In  the  Western  Section  territory  west  of  Palmer, 
west  to  all  boundaries  of  the  State. 

Central  Section  territory  east  of  Palmer,  west  of 
Framingham  to  north  boundary  of  the  State. 

Southern  section  territory  including  Brockton  down 
to  Rhode  Island  border. 

That  each  district  shall  be  entitled  to  representa- 
tion on  the '  Executive  Council  to  the  extent  of  one 
vice-president  for  each  25  local  unions,  or  major  frac- 
tion thereof,  affiliated  with  the  State  Branch  60  days 
prior  to  the  convention  date. 

MICHAEL    J.    O'DONNELL, 

President. 
MARY   V.   MURPHY, 
JOHN    VAN    VAERENEWYCK, 
FRANK    W.    GIFFORD, 
E.  A.  JOHNSON, 
PETER  J.   MURPHY, 
CHARLES  H.  FINN, 
PATRICK  GRIFFIN, 

Vice-Presidents. 
MARTIN  T.  JOYCE, 

Secretary-Treasurer. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  this  report  of  the  Executive 
Council,  submitted  to  the  convention  on  the  redisricting 
of  the  State,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Constitu- 
tion.   Adopted. 

Report  of  Executive  Council  on  redistricting  of  the 
State  referred  to  the  Constitution  Committee. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE    ON    OFFICERS'    REPORT 

Delegate  Murphy,  Molders  Union  372,  Franklin, 
reported  for  the  committee  as  follows: 

Committee  on  Executive  Board's  Report  met  and  or- 
ganized with  Eugene  L.  Murphy,  Chairman,  and  Charles 
L;  Reed,  Secretary. 


The  introduction  of  the  report  is  endorsed  by  your 
committee. 

The  Section  "Continue  the  Fight  to  Abolish  Child 
Labor,"  your  committee  endorses. 

The  Section  "Labor  Bank."  Within  recent  years  we 
have  witnessed  the  institution  of  a  number  of  banks 
owned  and  controlled  by  some  of  the  most  powerful 
labor  bodies  in  America,  and  who,  in  their  wisdom,  have 
enlisted  the  services  of  able  and  practical  banking  men 
in  management  and  direction. 

The  phenomena,  however,  of  labor  engaged  in  tha 
banking  business,  while  a  legitimate,  progressive  and 
undoubted  practical  labor  aspiration,  is  fraught  with 
many  dangers  and  extreme  caution  should  be  exercised 
by  our  people  before  embarking  upon  any  banking  enter- 
prise. 

Every  movement  to  establish  labor  banks  should 
receive  the  closest  scrutiny  of  our  labor  men,  and  when 
assured  of  stability  we  should  give  our  support  to  them 
in  preference  to  others. 

The  Section  "Workmen's  Compensation."  Committee 
endorses  this  section  as  embodied  in  the  motion  of  the 
Executive  Council,  which  reads,  "That  the  Executive 
Council  of  the  Mass.  State  Branch,  American  Federation 
of  Labor,  go  on  record  as  favoring  the  plan  as  submitted 
by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  on  Workmen's  Compensation. 

The  plan  is  the  plan  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  of  Workmen's  Compensation,  with  certain  modi- 
fication in  the  benefits  unanimously  agreed  to  by  our 
Executive  Council. 

The  Section  "Affiliations."    We  endorse  this  section. 

The  Section  "Year  Book."  Committee  recommends 
that  in  the  contracting  for  and  issuance  of  the  annual 
year  book,  the  Executive  Council  exercise  special  care 
to  the  end  that  advertisements  of  unfair  concerns  be 
eliminated  and  with  full  cognizance  of  the  recommenda- 
tions made  by  our  auditing  committee  regarding  the 
finances  thereof. 

The  Section  "New  England  Week."  Committee  en- 
dorses this  section. 

The  Section  "Labor  Press."  Your  committee  endorses 
this  section. 

The  Section  "Chamber  of  Commerce."  Your  com- 
mittee  recommends   no   action   taken. 

The  Section  "Veterans'  Preference  Act."  Committee 
concurs  in  the  recommendation  of  the  report  and  that 
the  legislative  agent  be  instructed  to  work  for  the 
modification  of  the  State  law  for  veterans  to  conform 
with  Federal  law  which  provides  the  5%  preference  to 
ablebodied  veterans  and  10%  for  disabled  veterans. 

Delegate  McKenna  wishes  to  be  recorded  as  opposed 
to  this  recommendation. 

The  Section  "Organization."  Committee  endorses  this 
section  and  adds  that  we  support  the  A.  F.  of  L.  and 
its  program  for  Workers'  Education. 
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Section  "Report  of  Auditors."  Your  committee  haa 
given  much  consideration  to  the  report  of  the  committee 
appointed  by  the  Executive  Council  to  audit  the  financial 
accounts  of  the  organization.  As  this  report  is  printed 
in  conjunction  with  and  as  part  of  "the  Joint  Report  of 
the  President,  Secretary-Treasurer,  Executive  Council, 
and  Legislative  Agent,"  we  must  accept  as  prima  facie 
as  a  correct  condition  pertaining  to  the  finances  of  the 
State  Branch  at  the  present  time. 

That  part  of  the  document  dealing  with  the  report 
of  the  legislative  agent  is  under  the  pervlew  of  a  sep- 
arate committee,  with  which  the  committee  on  officers 
report  does  not  deal  with. 

Accepting  the  statement  of  the  auditors,  your  com- 
mittee is  of  the  opinion  that  an  unfortunate  situation 
exists. 

While  we  must  commend  the  efforts  and  the  work 
of  this  year's  auditing  committee,  their  very  able  report 
itself  demonstrates  the  lack  of  efficiency  of  similar  pre- 
vious committees,  and  no  guarantees  are  forthcoming 
that  similar  committees  in  the  future  would  provide  the 
required,  necessary  safeguards. 

It  Is  very  evident  to  this  committee  that  a  competent 
system  of  check-ups  for  all  money  receivable,  received 
and  disbursed  is  imperative.  That  system  must  be  Im- 
personal. 

Our  financial  transactions  are  not  complex.  Moneys 
receivable  come  from  but  a  few  sources,  and  our  dis- 
bursements are   similarly   simple. 

A  system  of  check-ups  devised  to  be  impersonal 
requires  the  services  of  a  certified  public  accountant. 
Two  audits  should  be  made  annually,  the  first  week  of 
the  months  of  January  and  July  of  each  year.  This 
should  not  entail  an  expenditure  of  over  $25  for  each 
audit,  and  to  the  end  that  we  have  the  fullest  guarantee 
of  safety,  your  committee  recommends  that  the  Execu- 
lve  Council  be  empowered  to  employ  a  certified  public 
accountant  as  herein  stated,  said  accountant  to  make  his 
report  to  the  President  of  the  State  Branch,  and  furnish 
at  least  three  copies  for  perview  to  members  of  the 
Executive  Council. 

Your  committee  is  in  entire  accord  with  the  specific 
recommendations  of  the  Auditing  Committee  to  the 
Executive  Council  and  reports  that  said  recommenda- 
tions should  be  concurred  in. 

The  report  of  the  Auditors  shows  a  present  liability 
of  $3,389,67  and  a  cash  balance  on  July,  1925,  of  $797.64. 
It  Is  certain  that  we  cannot  function  in  an  efficient 
manner  with  a  financial  deficit. 

However,  your  committee  is  of  the  opinion  that  this 
condition  offers  no  insuperable  problem  and  the  In- 
coming Executive  Council  should  make  a  survey  and 
develop  a  plan  for  the  rehabilitation  or  our  treasury, 
and  they  should  have  the  support  of  all  affiliated  unions 
to  that  end. 

Your  committee  endorses  the  action  of  the  Auditing 
Committee  ;ind  its  recommendations  for  the  dispensing 
of  certain  expenses  as  enumerated  in  their  report. 


Section  referring  to  condensing  of  report  and  secur- 
ing bids  on  printing,  your  committee  non-concurs  in. 
Your  committee  offers  this  recommendation — that  the 
Officers'  Joint  reports  be  made  as  modified  and  con- 
densed as  possible  and  that  all  printing  entailing  an 
expense  of  $50.00  shall  be  submitted  to  competitive  bids. 

Section  referring  to  the  after  convention  synopsis 
being  dispensed  with,  your  committee  recommends 
•  non-concurrence. 

Section  referring  to  proceedings  of  convention  be  Is- 
sued immediately  following  the  convention,  we  concur 
in,  but  that  part  of  it  pertaining  to  the  joining  of  the 
proceedings  with  advertising  matter,  your  committee 
does  not  feel  certain  the  issuance  of  the  convention 
proceedings  in  conjunction  with  the  Year  Book  would 
prove  economical.  We  refer  this  matter  of  the  issuance 
of  these  books  as  one  to  the  incoming  Executive  Council. 

Section  under  the  heading  of  "Conclusion,"  your  com- 
mittee is  of  the  opinion  that  the  Executive  Council  have 
been  faithful  in  the  performance  of  their  duties  and  are 
to  be  commended  for  their  work  during  the  past  year. 

Your  committee  has  a  still  further  report  to  make  on 
the  Report  of  Vice-Presidents,  referred  to  our  com- 
mittee by  this  convention  on  Tuesday. 

EUGENE  MURPHY,   Chairman,  Franklin, 
CHARLES  REED,  Secretary,  Salem, 
MARY  MEEHAN,  Boston, 
MAURICE  F.  McKENNA,  Lawrence, 
HERBERT  W.  JORDAN,  Lowell, 
CHARLES    S.    COOK,    Brockton, 
THERESA  CONNOLLY,   No.   Brookfleld, 
OTTO  J.  LORENZ,  Webster, 
THOS.  F.  RENEY,  Worcester, 
CHARLES  YATES,   Boston, 
JOHN  W.  RUSSELL,  Springfield, 
THOS.  VENUTI,  Waltham, 
WM.  A.  BEST,  Holyoke, 
THOS.  H.  FINNIGAN,  Boston, 
TIMOTHY  J.  REGAN,   Boston, 
SYLVESTER  J.  McBRIDE,  Boston, 

Committee  on  Officers'  Joint  Report. 

Moved  that  the  section  of  the  report  on  Veterans' 
Preference  be  taken  up  at  the  time  the  resolution  is 
acted  upon,  which  is  now  before  the  Resolutions  Com- 
mittee on  said  matter.     Seconded.     Adopted. 

Delegate  McBride,  Typographical  Union  13,  Boston, 
moved  that  the  part  of  the  report  dealing  with  the 
appointment  of  a  Certified  Public  Accountant  to  go  over 
the  books  of  the  State  Federation  of  Labor  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Constitution.    Seconded.    Adopted. 

The  following  is  the  section  of  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Officers'  Report  to  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Constitution:  "Your  committee  recommends 
that  the  Executive  Council  be  empowered  to  employ  a 
certified  public  acountant  as  herein  stated,  said  ac- 
countant to  make  his  report  to  the  President  of  the 
State  Branch,  and  furnish  at  least  three  copies  for 
perview  to  members  of  the  Executive  Council." 

Above  section  referred  to  the  Constitution  Committee. 
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President  O'Donnell:  There  being  no  committee  ready 
at  this  moment  to  report,  I  declare  a  recess  of  15  min- 
utes, if  there  be  no  objection. 

Recess  declared. 

Convention  called  to  order  at  10.15  A.  M.  by  President 
O'Donnell. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON   GRIEVANCES 

Delegate  Hines,  Bottlers  and  Drivers  Union  122,  Bos- 
ton, reported  for  the  committee  as  follows: 

Your  Committee  on  Grievances  met  and  organized 
with  Delegate  Hines,  Boston,  Chairman,  and  Delegate 
Fay  of  Worcester,  Secretary.  There  having  been  no 
grievances  referred  to  your  committee,  it  has  no  report 
to  make  to  this  convention. 

M.  J.  HINES,  Boston, 

THOMAS  O'DONNELL,  Boston, 

PATRICK  A.  BYRNE,  Brockton 

JOSEPH  CABRAL,  Cambridge, 

W.  V.  IRVINE,  Lynn, 

L.  G.  FAY,  Worcester, 

O.  BOYCE,  Lawrence, 

AUGUSTUS  HOPKINS,  North  Easton, 

RICHARD  W.  GARRITY,  Boston, 

Committee  on  Grievances. 
Moved  and  seconded  that  the  report  of  the  Grievance 
Committee  be  accepted.     Adopted. 
Report  of  Grievance  Committee  accepted  and  adopted. 

Delegate  Van  Vaerenewyck,  Cigarmakers  97,  Boston, 
moved  that  the  report  of  the  Credential  Committee  as 
submitted  to  this  convention  by  Delegate  Jennings, 
Central  Labor  Union  of  Boston,  be  accepted  and  that 
the  Secretary  be  instructed  to  prepare  roll  calls  for  the 
use  of  the  delegates  at  this  convention  prior  to  the 
election  of  officers.     Seconded.     Adopted. 

President  M.  J.  O'Donnell:  We  have  with  us  today 
one  who  needs  no  introduction  from  me,  his  reputation 
is  his  introduction,  Matthew  Woll  of  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor.     [Applause.] 

Matthew  Woll  delivered  a  most  eloquent  and  inspiring 
address  to  the  convention;  called  to  the  attention  of 
the  delegates  the  condition  throughout  the  country  with 
which  the  workers  are  faced;  brought  words  of  encour- 
agement for  continued  good  work  and  extended,  in 
conclusion,  the  best  wishes  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  to  the  Mass.  Branch,  A.  F.  of  L. 

Delegate  McCarthy,  Central  Labor  Union,  Boston, 
moved  that  this  convention  tender  Matthew  Woll  a 
rising  vote  of  thanks  for  his  most  able  and  inspiring 
address  to  this  convention.  Adopted  unanimously. 
[Applause.] 

REPORT    OF    COMMITTEE    ON    CONSTITUTION 

Delegate  Joel,  Central  Labor  Union,  Cambridge, 
reported  for  the  committee  as  follows: 

Your  committee  had  before  it  the  following  amend- 
ments to  the  Constitution  of  the  State  Branch,  A.  F. 
of  L.(  embodied  in  Resolution  23  as  follows: 


RESOLUTION  23 
To  the  Committee  on  Constitution: 

As  stated  in  the  Officers'  Joint  Report,  third  para- 
graph, the  Executive  Council  respectfully  submits  the 
following  amendments  to  the  Constitution: 

Article  5 

Section  1.  By  being  amended  so  as  to  read: 
"Officers  of  the  State  Branch  consist  of  a  President, 
seven  Vice-Presidents  and  a  Secretary-Treasurer-Legis- 
lative Agent,  who  shall  constitute  the  Executive  Board 
of  the  State  Branch.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Exec- 
utive Board  to  carry  out  the  entire  legislative  program 
of  the  State  Branch  as  ordered  by  the  convention;  to 
prepare  a  circular  at  the  close  of  the  Legislature,  giving 
a  brief  statement  on  various  matters  before  the  Legis- 
lature, together  with  the  roll  calls  on  State  Branch  bills, 
which  shall  be  distributed  to  all  affiliated  unions;  to 
make  every  effort  possible  to  secure  the  affiliation  of 
all  eligible  unions  not  now  affiliated;  and  each  Vice- 
President  shall  append  to  the  report  of  the  Executive 
Board  an  individual  statement,  giving  the  names  of 
unions  whose  affiliations  he  has  secured  since  the  last 
convention,  and  also  the  number  of  unions  in  his  or 
her  district  eligible  to  membership,  but  not  yet  affiliated, 
and  any  other  information  pertinent  to  the  subject;  to 
render  all  assistance  possible  to  affiliated  unions  on 
strike  or  otherwise  who  request  it;  to  do  whatever  they 
can  to  organize  the  unorganized  workers  of  the  State." 

Section  2.     Be  amended  as  follows: 

"All  officers  shall  be  elected  annually" — striking  out 
the  words  "except  the  Secretary-Treasurer,  who  shall 
be  elected  for  a  term  of  three  years." 

Section  8.     To  strike  out  the  entire  section. 
Section  11.    To  amend  by  inserting  the  words  "Secre- 
tary Treasurer"  before  the  words  "Legislative  Agent." 

Section  15.  To  amend  by  striking  out  the  words 
"Legislative   Agent"  in   the   first   paragraph. 

Section  16.  To  amend  by  inserting  the  words  "Legis- 
lative Agent"  after  the  words  "Secretary-Treasurer." 

Article  6 

Section  1.    To  amend  sub-paragraph  2  to  read: 

"Committee  on  Report  of  Secretary-Treasurer-Legis- 
lative Agent." 

Section  2.  By  striking  out  the  word  "Secretary" 
wherever  it  appears,  and  inserting  the  words  "Secretary- 
Treasurer-Legislative  Agent." 

Section  7.  By  striking  out  the  word  "Secretary"  and 
inserting  the  words  "Secretary-Treasurer-Legislative 
Agent." 

Article  7 

Section  4.  To  insert  after  the  words  "Secretary- 
Treasurer"  the  words   "Legislative-Agent." 

Section  5.  To  insert  after  tne  words  "Secretary- 
Treasurer"  the  words  "Legislative  Agent." 
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Article  8 

Section  1.  To  insert  after  the  words  "Secretary- 
Treasurer"  the  words  "Legislative  Agent." 

Article  9 

In  the  title  to  insert  after  the  words  "Secretary-Treac- 
urer"   the  words   "Legislative  Agent." 

Sec.  2.  To  insert  after  the  words  "Secretary-Treas- 
urer" the  words  "Legislative  Agent";  and  to  insert 
after  the  words  "per  year"  in  the  last  line,  page  27, 
the  following: 

"He  shall  work  under  the  direction  of  the  Executive 
Board  upon  all  matters  pertaining  to  legislation  in  which 
the  State  Branch  has  an  interest. 

"He  shall  make  reports  to  the  Executive  Board  at 
their  various  meetings  of  the  progress  made;  and  a 
full  and  comprehensive  report  of  all  legislative  matters 
to  the  next  convention." 


COMMITTEE'S    RECOMMENDATIONS 

Your  Committee  on  Constitution  has  considered  the 
recommendations  of  the  following  members  of  the  Exec- 
utive Council:  President  M.  J.  O'Donnell;  Vice-Presi- 
dents E.  A.  Johnson,  J.  Van  Vaerenewyck,  Mary  V.  Mur- 
phy, Patrick  J.  Griffin;  Chas.  H.  Finn,  Secretary-Treas- 
urer Martin  T.  Joyce,  urging  an  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  amalgamating  the  offices  of  the  Secretary- 
Treasurer  and  Legislative  Agent. 

Your  committee  endorses  the  recommendation  of  the 
Executive  Council  and  herewith  submits  the  following 
changes  in  the  constitution. 

Your  committee  desires  to  inform  the  convention  that 
at  the  39th  Convention  held  in  Boston,  1924,  a  resolution 
was  presented — Resolution  15 — by  Delegates  J.  J. 
Moriarty,  Sheet  Metal  Workers  17,  Boston,  and  E.  A. 
Johnson,  Asbestos  Workers  6,  Boston,  covering  an 
amendment  to  the  Constitution,  striking  out  the  three- 
year  term  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer. 

The  Committee  on  Constitution  at  that  convention 
approved  the  resolution  and  recommended  to  the  con- 
vention that  the  change  in  the  Constitution  would  be- 
come effective  upon  the  convening  of  the  41st  Conven- 
tion of  the  State  Branch. 

The  recommendation  of  the  Committee  on  Constitution 
was  adopted;  therefore  in  the  opinion  of  your  Com- 
mittee on  Constitution  at  this  convention,  we  feel  that 
the  convention  ought  to  realize  that  in  adopting  the 
change  in  the  Constitution  this  year,  it  will  be  recon- 
sidering the  action  of  the  Convention  of  1924. 

HARRY  W.  JOEL, 
PHILIP  H.  BEAHN, 
H.  C.  NIEBUHR, 
JOHN  F.  REARDON, 
JOHN  J.   KEARNEY. 

Moved  that  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Consti- 
tution, on  the  Constitutional  amendments,  be  taken  up 
and  considered  seriatim.     Seconded.     Adopted. 


Delegate  Joel,  Central  Labor  Union,  Cambridge,  read- 
ing as  follows  for  the  committee:  Article  V,  Section  1, 
amended  so  as  to  read: 

Article  V — Officers 

0 

Section  1.  Officers  of  the  State  Branch  shall  consist 
of  a  President,  seven  Vice-Presidents  and  a  Secretary- 
Treasurer-Legislative  Agent,  who  shall  constitute  the 
Executive  Board  of  the  State  Branch.  It  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Executive  Board  to  carry  out  the  entire 
legislative  program  of  the  State  Branch  as  ordered  by 
the  convention;  to  prepare  a  circular  at  the  close  of 
the  Legislature,  giving  a  brief  statement  on  various 
matters  before  the  Legislature,  together  with  the  roll 
calls  on  State  Branch  bills,  which  shall  be  distributed  to 
all  affiliated  unions,  to  make  every  effort  possible  to 
secure  the  affiliation  of  all  eligible  unions  not  now 
affiliated;  and  each  Vice-President  shall  append  to  the 
report  of  the  Executive  Board,  an  individual  statement, 
giving  the  names  of  unions,  whose  affiliations  he  has 
secured  since  the  last  convention,  and  also  the  number 
of  unions  in  his  or  her  district  eligible  to  membership, 
but  not  yet  affiliated,  and  any  other  information  per- 
tinent to  the  subject;  to  render  all  the  assistance  pos- 
sible to  affiliated  unions  on  strike  or  otherwise  who 
request  it;  to  do  whatever  they  can  to  organize  the 
unorganized  workers  of  the  State. 

Moved  that  the  above  Article  V,  Section  1,  be  adopted 
as    amended. 

It  was  explained  that  the  adoption  of  this  amendment 
to  Article  V,  Section  1,  meant  the  amalgamation  of  the 
offices  of  Secretary-Treasurer  and  Legislative  Agent  and 
therefore  should  receive  the  careful  consideration  of 
every  delegate  present. 

Matter  discussed  by  Delegates  Nolan,  Typographical 
13,  Boston;  Murphy,  Street  Carmen  589,  Boston;  Reddin, 
Central  Labor  Union,  Springfield;  Griffin,  Steamfitters 
537,  Boston;  O'Hare,  Street  Carmen  589,  Boston;  Kear- 
ney, Waiters  34,  Boston;  Finn,  Central  Labor  Union, 
Quincy;  O'Donnell,  Teamsters  25,  Boston;  Joyce,  Elec- 
trical Workers  103,  Boston;  Van  Vaerenewyck,  Cigar- 
makers  97,  Boston. 

Previous  question  called  for. 

President  O'Donnell  put  the  previous  question,  which 
called  for  the  amendment  of  Article  V,  Section  1,  of 
the  Constitution,  which  in  substance  amalgamates  the 
offices  of  Secretary-Treasurer  and  Legislative  Agent  of 
the  Mass.  Federation  of  Labor. 

Voice  vote  doubted. 

Rising  vote  showed  155  delegates  in  favor  of  the 
amendment.     1  delegate  opposed. 

Amendment  to  Article  V,  Section  1,  adopted,  and  the 
offices  of  Secretary-Treasurer  and  Legislative  Agent  are 
now  amalgamated. 

Delegate  Joel,  Central  Labor  Union,  Cambridge,  con- 
tinuing for  the  committee: 

Article  V 
Sec.  2.     All  officers  shall  be  elected  annually,  except 
the  Secretary-Treasurer,  who  shall  be  elected  for  a  term 
of  three  years.     Elections   shall   be   by  plurality  vote 
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whenever  there  are  more  than  two  candidates  for  office. 
The  same  procedure  shall  be  in  effect  for  its  cities  hold- 
ing the  convention. 

Be  amended  as  follows: 

"All  officers  shall  be  elected  annually" — striking  out 
the  words  "except  the  Secretary-Treasurer,  who  shall 
be  elected  for  a  term  of  three  years." 

After  consideration,  above  amendment  to  Article  V, 
Section  2,  was  adopted. 

Delegate  Nolan,  Typographical  13,  Boston:  In  looking 
through  the  other  amendments,  you  will  note  that  they 
consist  of  changes  of  adding  the  words  "Legislative 
Agent"  after  the  words  "Secretary-Treasurer"  to  desig- 
nate the  new  office  with  its  duties,  etc. 

Moved  that  all  amendments  to  the  Constitution  calling 
for  the  addition  of  the  words  "Legislative  Agent"  to 
"Secretary-Treasurer"  be  adopted. 

Voice  vote  doubted.  Rising  vote  showed  156  dele- 
gates in  favor  of  adopting  all  such  amendments  and  1 
opposed. 

All  such  amendments  to  the  Constitution  calling  for 
the  addition  of  the  words  "Legislative  Agent"  after  the 
words   "Secretary-Treasurer"  adopted. 

Delegate  McBride,  Typographical  13,  Boston:  On 
Article  VII,  Section  4 — I  move  that  this  matter  be  re- 
ferred back  to  the  Constitution  Committee  with  instruc- 
tions to  bring  in  to  this  convention  a  constitutional 
amendment  calling  for  the  services  of  a  certified  public 
accountant  to  go  over  the  books  of  the  Federation  of 
Labor  of  Massachusetts. 

Delegate  Van  Vaerenewyck,  Cigarmakers  97,  Boston, 
moved  to  amend — "that  a  certified  public  accountant 
must  go  over  the  books  of  the  State  Federation  of  Labor 
at  least  once  a  year  and  allow  the  Executive  Council  to 
decide  as  to  whether  or  not  more  than  one  audit  is 
necessary." 

Delegate  Reed,  Central  Labor  Union,  Secretary  of  the 
Committee  on  Officers'  Report,  read  the  recommenda- 
tion from  the  Committee  on  Officers'  Report  on  said 
matter,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Con- 
stitution this  morning,  which  read  as  follows: 

"Your  committee  recommends  that  the  Executive 
Council  be  empowered  to  employ  a  certified  public  ac- 


countant as  herein  stated,  said  accountant  to  make  his 
report  to  the  President  of  the  State  Branch,  and  furnish 
at  least  three  copies  for  perview  to  members  of  the 
Executive   Council." 

Delegate  Kearney,  Secretary  of  the  Constitution  Com- 
mittee, read  the  amendment  offered  by  the  Constitution 
Committee  on  that  section  referred  to  the  Constitution 
Committee  by  the  Committee  on  Officers'  Report  this 
morning,  as  follows: 

"To  amend  Article  VII,  Section  4,  by  adding  after  the 
words  "Secretary-Treasurer-Legislative  Agent"  the  fol- 
lowing words  "The  Executive  Board  is  empowered, 
whenever  in  their  judgment  it  is  deemed  necessary,  to 
employ  a  certified  public  accountant  to  assist  the  three 
auditors." 

President  O'Donnell:  Is  there  any  further  debate  on 
this  question. 

Delegate  Kearney,  Waiters  Union  34,  and  Secretary 
of  the  Constitution  Committee,  moved  that  further  dis- 
cussion of  this  question  of  auditing  and  certified  public 
accountant  being  engaged  to  go  over  the  accounts  of  the 
State  Federation  of  Labor,  be  laid  on  the  table  until 
after  the  matter  of  the  redistricting  of  the  State  has 
been  disposed  of. 

Voice  vote  on  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  the 
amendment  to  Article  VII,  Section  4,  on  the  certified 
public  accountant  matter,  doubted. 

Rising  vote  showed  153  in  favor  of  laying  matter 
on  table  and  45  opposed. 

Amendment  under  discussion  laid  on  the  table  until 
after  the  redistricting  of  the  State  question  had  been 
disposed  of. 

Delegate  Keaveney,  Electrical  Workers  622,  Lynn, 
moved  that  we  suspend  the  regular  order  of  business 
and  continue  in  session  until  after  the  convention  dis- 
poses of  the  matter  just  laid  on  the  table. 

Delegate  McBride,  Typographical  Union  13,  Boston, 
moved  to  amend  that  we  continue  in  session  until 
12.45  P.  M. 

On  vote  amendment  and  motion  lost. 

On  motion  convention  adjourned  at  12.05  P.  M.  to 
reconvene  at  2  P.  M. 
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THIRD  DAY— AFTERNOON  SESSION 


Convention  called  to  order  at  2.05  P.  M.  by  President 
O'Donnell. 

Moved  that  the  reading  of  the  minutes  of  the  morning 
session   be    dispensed   with.      Seconded.     Adopted. 

Moved  that  the  Nomination  of  Officers  be  laid  on  the 
table  until  after  the  report  of  the  Constitution  Com- 
mittee has  been   completed.     Seconded.     Adopted. 


REPORT    RESOLUTION    COMMITTEE 

Delegate  McCarthy,  Central  Labor  Union,  Boston,  for 
the  committee: 

RESOLUTION  39 

WHEREAS,  The  recent  mergers  of  large  bakeries  in 
the  principal  cities  of  this  country  seeking  absolute  con- 
trol of  the  Baking  Industry  of  this   country;    and, 

WHEREAS,  It  is  the  policy  of  the  Bread  Trust  to 
operate  their  plants  as  non-union  factories;  and, 

WHEREAS,  The  Bakery  and  Confectionery  Workers 
Int.  Union  is  engaged  in  a  struggle  for  their  existence 
with  the  Bread  Trust;   therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  we  the  delegates  attending  the 
40th  Annual  Session  of  the  Mass.  State  Branch,  realizing 
the  necessity  of  assisting  the  Bakery  Workers  in  their 
struggle,  urge  the  workers  when  purchasing  bread  and 
cake  to  demand  the  union  label  of  the  Bakery  and  Con- 
fectionery Workers  Int.  Union. 

P.  J.  LEONARD, 
J.   T.   WALSH, 
W.   V.  IRVINE. 

Approved  by  committee.     Adopted. 

Discussed  by  Delegates  Walsh,  Bakers  277,  Lynn  and 
Leonard,  Bakers  182,  Boston. 


REPORT  OF  CONSTITUTION    COMMITTEE 

Delegate  Joel,  Central  Labor  Union,  Cambridge,  re- 
porting for  the  Committee  on  Constitution,  Redistricting 
of  State: 

Your  committee  carefully  considered  Resolution  36 
as  follows: 

RESOLUTION  36 

WHEREAS,  It  is  quite  evident  that  this  organization 
can  best  serve  the  purposes  of  the  labor  movement  by 
an  equitable  and  harmonious  distribution  of  its  officers, 
whereby  each  section  will  have  a  resident  official, 
readily  accessible,  and  familiar  with  both  the  problems 
of  the  locality  and  the  locality  itself;  and  Inasmuch  as 
our  present  system  of  electing  Vice-Presidents  is  such  as 
to  defeat  the  purposes  outlined  above,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Committee  on  Constitution  sub- 
mit to  this  convention  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution 


providing  for  the  division  of  the  state  into  geographical 
executive  board  districts;   and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Vice-Presidents  elected  at  this 
convention  be  elected  under  this  plan. 

THOMAS   F.   LONERGAN, 

Worcester,  C.  L.  U. 
T.  F.  CONROY, 

Secretary,    Worcester    C.    L.    U. 
W.   H.   LEAHEY, 

Street  Carmen  22,  Worcester. 
GEORGE  H.  MILLER, 

Elec.  Workers  96,  Worcester. 
A.   J.   BARRETT, 

Street  Carmen  22,  Worcester. 
M.   J.  BACHAND, 

Barbers,  Worcester. 
FRANK  GRENIER, 

Local  408,  Worcester. 
THOMAS    F.    RENEY, 

Local  23,  Worcester. 
C.  F.  DACEY, 

Street  Carmen   22,  Worcester. 

EXPLANATION  OF  RESOLUTION  36  AND 
OUTLINE   OF   PLAN   FOR   DIVISION 

The  first,  second  and  third  Ex.  Bd.  districts  to  include 
Boston  and  all  cities  and  towns  in  Mass.  within  a  radius 
of  approximately  twenty-five  miles,  subject  to  any  modi- 
fications of  this  distance  that  may  be  specified  in  outlin- 
ing the  territory  of  an  adjoining  district. 

The  fourth  Ex.  Bd.  district  to  include  Worcester  and 
all  cities  and  towns  in  Mass.  within  a  radius  of  approxi- 
mately twenty-five  miles;  Fitchburg  on  the  north  and 
Framingham  on  the  east,  to  be  included  in  this  district. 

The  fifth  Ex.  Bd.  district  to  include  Springfield  and 
all  cities  and  towns  in  Mass.  west  of  Warren  and  north 
of   Springfield. 

The  sixth  Ex.  Bd.  district  to  include  all  Mass.  cities 
and  towns  in  Merrimack  Valley,  as  well  as  Amesbury 
and   Newburyport. 

The  seventh  Ex.  Bd.  district  to  include  the  cities  of 
Fall  River  and  New  Bedford  and  all  cities  and  towns 
south  of  the  end  of  Boston  jurisdiction;  also  Brockton 
and  vicinity. 

This  arrangement  is  more  or  less  tentative  and  is 
drawn  up  and  submitted  with  the  expectation  that  some 
of  the  boundary  lines  will  have  to  be  altered. 

Your  committee  approves  of  the  principle  embodied 
in  this  resolution  and  urges  its  adoption.  Your  commit- 
tee, however,  finds  difficulty  in  redistricting  the  State 
into    districts    that    would    be   definite   and    conclusive- 

Your  committee  next  considered  the  recommendation 
submitted  to  the  convention  by  the  Executive  Council 
of  the  Slate  Federation  of  Labor  and  referred  to  this 
committee  as  follows: 
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To  the  State  Branch,  A.  F.  of  L.  Convention: 

In  accordance  with  the  action  of  the  convention,  and 
carrying  out  the  instructions  of  the  39th  Convention,  the 
Executive    Council   submits   the   following: 

We  recommend  that  the  State  of  Massachusetts  be 
arranged  into  districts  as  follows:  East,  West,  Central, 
and  Southern  divisions. 

In  the  Eastern  Section  all  territory  north  of  Brock- 
ton and  east  of   Framingham. 

In  the  Western  Section  territory  west  of  Palmer  to 
all  boundaries  of  the  State. 

Central  Section  territory  east  of  Palmer,  west  of 
Framingham  to  north   boundary  of   State. 

Southern  Section  territory  including  Brockton  down 
to  Rhode  Island  border. 

That  each  district  shall  be  entitled  to  representation 
on  the  Executive  Council  to  the  extent  of  one  Vice- 
President  for  each  25  local  unions,  or  major  fraction 
thereof,  affiliated  with  the  State  Branch  60  days  prior 
to  the  convention  date. 

MICHAEL  J.  O'DONNELL, 

President. 
MARY  V  MURPHY, 

Vice-President. 
JOHN  VAN  VAERENEWYCK, 

Vice-President. 
FRANK  W.  GIFFORD, 

Vice-President. 
E.  A.  JOHNSON, 

Vice-President. 
PETER  MURPHY, 

Vice-President. 
MARTIN  T.  JOYCE, 

Secretary-Treasurer. 

Your  committee,  after  carefully  considering  Resolu- 
tion 36  and  the  Recommendation  of  the  Executive 
Council  relative  to  the  apportioning  the  State  into  Vice- 
Presidential  districts,  submits  the  following  amendment 
to  Article  V,  Section  2,  of  the  Constitution  by  adding 
the  following  words  to  that  section: 


RESOLUTION  4 

Amendment  to  the  Constitution  to  be  known  as  Sec. 
2  of  Article  V,  all  sections  of  the  same  article  to  be 
moved  forward  in  numerical  order. 

The  seven  Vice-Presidents  of  the  State  Branch  shall 
be  nominated  from  districts  and  elected  by  the  con- 
vention and  the  resident  candidate  receiving  the  plurality 
vote  amongst  the  candidates  of  the  respective  districts 
shall  be  the  Vice-President  representing  that  district. 
Where  no  nomination  is  made  in  a  district  the  Executive 
Board  shall  fill  the  vacancy  in  said  district. 

The  districts  to  be  arranged  in  the  following  order: 

1.  Suffolk  County,  including  the  cities  of  Cambridge, 
Everett,  Somerville,  Maiden  and  Medford.  Three  Vice- 
Presidents. 


2.  Norfolk,  Plymouth,  Bristol,  Dukes  and  Nantucket 
Counties.     One  Vice-President. 

3.  Essex  and  Middlesex  Counties,  excepting  the  cities 
of  Cambridge,  Everett,  Somerville,  Maiden  and  Medford- 
One  Vice-President. 

4.  Worcester  County.     One  Vice-President. 

5.  Berkshire,  Hampden,  Franklin  and  Hampshire 
Counties.     One  Vice-President. 

Your  committee  moves  the  adoption  of  their  recom- 
mendation on  the  redistricting  of  the  State  as  contained 
in   Resolution  4. 

The  question  was  considered  and  discussed  at  length 
by  Delegates  Reddin,  Central  Labor  Union,  Springfield; 
Keaveney,  Electrical  Workers  622,  Lynn;  Gatelee,  Mov- 
ing Picture  Operators  186,  Springfield;  Kearney,  Wait- 
ers 34,  Boston;  Hines,  Bottlers  and  Drivers  122,  Boston; 
Finn,  Central  Labor  Union,  Quincy;  Lonergan,  Central 
Labor  Union,  Worcester;  Johnson,  Asbestos  Workers  6, 
Boston;  Gifford,  Central  Labor  Union,  Brockton;  Miller, 
Electrical  Workers  96,  Worcester;  Connors,  Gas  Dis- 
tributors 15268,  Boston. 

Previous  question  called  for. 

President  O'Donnell  put  the  question,  which  carried 
with  it  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  Committee's 
recommendation  relative  to  the  five  Vice-Presidential 
districts,  providing  for  seven  Vice-Presidents  as  con- 
tained in  Resolution  4  above. 

Voice  vote  doubted. 

Rising  vote  showed  151  in  favor  of  the  adoption  of 
the  Constitution  Committee's  recommendation  and  2 
opposed. 

Constitution    Committee's   recommendation   adopted. 

Delegate  Keaveney,  Electrical  Workers  622,  Lynn, 
moved  that  the  Secretary-Treasurer  of  the  Mass-  Fed- 
eration of  Labor  with  Frank  H.  McCarthy,  New  Eng- 
land Organizer  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  try 
to  secure  a  conference  of  International  Officers  who 
are  assigned  to  this  State  in  an  endeavor  to  secure 
all  possible  affiliations  with  the  Massachusetts  Federa- 
tion of  Labor.     Seconded. 

Adopted    unanimously. 

Delegate  Kearney,  Waiters  34,  Boston,  moved  that 
this  convention  rise  as  a  token  of  recognition  and  re- 
spect to  the  two  old  time,  sincere,  hard  working  labor 
.men,  who  are  still  interested  in  the  actions  of  our 
convention  and  who  are  today  sitting  in  the  balcony 
of  this  hall,  Joseph  Connery  of  Lowell  and  Michael 
Birmingham   of  Boston.     Seconded.     Adopted. 

Delegates   standing.      [Applause.] 

Delegate  Reddin,  Central  Labor  Union,  Springfield, 
moved  that  when  nominating  for  the  offices  of  Vice- 
Presidents  that  we  nominate  in  the  numerical  order  of 
districts.     Seconded.     Adopted. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  we  proceed  with  the  nomi- 
nations of  officers  at  4-30  P.  M.  this  afternoon.     Adopted. 
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REPORT   OF   CONSTITUTION    COMMITTEE 
RESUMED 

Delegate  Joel,  Central  Labor  Union,  Cambridge,  for 
the  committee,  again  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
delegates  the  matter  laid  on  the  table  on  the  certified 
public  accountant  for  the   State   Federation   of   Labor. 

The  following  is  the  report  of  your  committee  on 
said  matter: 

To  amend  Article  VII,  Section  4,  of  the  Constitution 
by  adding  after  the  words  "Secretary-Treasurer-Legisla- 
tive Agent"  the  following  words:  "The  Executive  Board 
is  empowered,  whenever  in  their  judgment  it  is  deemed 
necessary,  to  employ  a  certified  public  accountant  to 
assist  the  three  auditors." 

Delegate  Nolan,  Typographical  13,  Boston,  moved  to 
amend  the  report  of  the  committee  by  striking  out  the 
words  "whenever  in  their  judgment  it  is  deemed 
necessary." 

Delegate  Kearney,  Waiters  34,  Boston,  for  the  Commit- 
tee on  Constitution,  further  reported.  Your  committee 
desires  to  amend  further  its  report  by  adding  the  fol- 
lowing words:  "Two  audits  shall  be  made  annually, 
the  first  week  of  the  months  of  January  and  July." 

Question  discussed  by  Delegates  Hodsdon,  Street  Car- 
men 589,  Boston;  Nolan,  Typographical  13,  Boston; 
Kearney,  Waiters  34,  Boston. 

Previous  question  called  for. 

Amendment  offered  by  Delegate  Nolan  to  strike  out 
the  words  "whenever  in  their  judgment  it  is  deemed 
necessary"  from  the  report  of  the  Constitution  Com- 
mittee, on  voice  vote,  adopted. 

Question  now  comes  on  the  recommendation  of  the 
Constitution  Committee  as  amended,  which  reads  as 
follows: 

"To  amend  Article  VII,  Section  4,  by  adding  after 
the  words  "Secretary-Treasurer-Legislative  Agent"  the 
following  words:  "The  Executive  Board  is  empowered 
to  employ  a  certified  public  accountant  to  assist  the 
three  auditors.  Two  audits  shall  be  made  annually,  the 
first  week  of  the  months  of  January  and  July." 

Voice  vote  doubted. 

Standing  vote  showed  150  delegates  in  favor  of  the 
adoption  of  the  committee's  recommendation  and  no 
opposition. 

Committee's  recommendation  relative  to  the  employ- 
ment  of  a  certified  public  accountant  to  go  over  the  ac- 
counts  of  the  State  Federation  of  Labor  twice  a  year,  in 
the  months  of  January  and  July,  was  unanimously 
adopted. 

Delegate  Finn,  Central  Labor  Union,  Quincy,  moved 
that  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Constitution  be 
adopted   as   a   whole.      Seconded-      Adopted. 

Delegate  Kearney,  Waiters  34,  Boston,  moved  that 
the  Committee  on  Constitution  be  extended  by  this  con- 
vent inn  a  vote  of  thanks  for  their  work  on  said  com- 
mittee.    Seconded.     Adopted. 

Moved  that  we  now  proceed  with  the  nomination 
of  officers.     Seconded.     Adopted. 


NOMINATION   OF  OFFICERS 

The  following  delegates  were  placed  in  nomination: 

FOR  PRESIDENT 

Michael  J  O'Donnell,  Teamsters  25,  Boston;  nominated 
by  P.   Harry  Jennings,  Central  Labor  Union,  Boston. 

FOR  VICE-PRESIDENTS 
District  1.— Suffolk 
Mrs.  Mary  V.  Murphy,  Musicians  9,  Boston;  nominated 
by   Daniel  J.   McDonald,  Press  Assistants   18,  Boston. 
John  Van  Vaerenewyck,  Cigarmakers  97,  Boston;  nomi- 
nated by  Michael  A.  Murphy,  Stable  and  Garage  Men 
367,  Boston. 

E.  A.  Johnson,  Asbestos  Workers  6,  Boston;  nominated 
by  John  C.  McDonald,  Elevator  Constructors  4, 
Boston. 

Thomas  J.  Eagan,  Federal  Employees  25,  Boston;  nomi- 
nated by  James  B.  Curran,  Federal  Employees  25, 
Boston. 

Michael  J.  O'Hare,  Street  Carmen  589,  Boston;  nomi- 
nated by  R.  F.  Maguire,  Central  Labor  Union, 
Somerville. 

Joseph  Cabral,  Central  Labor  Union,  Cambridge;  nomi- 
nated by  Harry  W.  Joel,  Central  Labor  Union, 
Cambridge. 

Walter  J.  Harrington,  Central  Labor  Union,  Maiden; 
nominated  by  H-  G.  Baxter,  Boot  and  Shoe  Workers 
1,   Haverhill. 

Patrick  Griffin,  Steam  Fitters  537,  Boston;  nominated 
by  Myles  Connors,  Gas  Distributors  15268,  Boston. 

Peter  J.  Murphy,  Street  Carmen  589,  Boston;  nominated 
by  Joseph  Gabral,  Central  Labor  Union,  Cambridge. 

District  2. — Norfolk  County 

Frank  W.  Gifford,  Central  Labor  Union,  Brockton; 
nominated  by  John  Van  Vaerenewyck,  Cigarmakers 
97,  Boston. 

Charles  H.  Finn,  Central  Labor  Union,  Quincy;  nomi- 
nated by  Anthony  J.  Rociti,   Barbers  910,   Cambridge. 

District  3. — Essex  County 

Parker  F.  Murphy,  Trades  and  Labor  Council,  Lowell; 
nominated  by  Charles  W.  Anderson,  Trades  and  Labor 
Council,  Lowell. 

District  4 — Worcester  County 

Thomas  F.  Conry,  Central  Labor  Union,  Worcester; 
nominated  by  George  H.  Miller,  Electrical  Workers  96, 
Worcester. 

District  5. — Berkshire  County 

John  Gatelee,  Central  Labor  Union,  Springfield;  nomi- 
nated by  John  Van  Vaerenewyck,  Cigarmakers  97, 
Boston. 

FOR  SECRETARY-TREASURER-LEGISLATIVE 

AGENT 

Martin  T.  Joyce,  Electrical  Workers  103,  Boston;  nomi- 
nated by  William  A.  Nealey,  Central  Labor  Union, 
Lynn. 
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Charles  J.  Hodsdon,  Street  Carmen  589,  Boston;  nomi- 
nated by  Timothy  J.  Regan,  Street  Carmen  589, 
Boston. 


NEXT  CONVENTION  CITY 


Springfield. 
Quincy. 


DELEGATE  TO  THE  A.  F.  OF  L.  CONVENTION 

John    J.    Kearney,    Waiters    34,    Boston;    nominated    by 
John  M.   Gillespie,  Teamsters   Union  25,  Boston. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  nominations  now  close. 
Adopted. 


President  O'Donnell  appointed  the  following  delegates 
to  act  as  election  committee: 

Delegates  Hunt,  Teamsters  25,  Boston;  Anderson, 
Trades  and  Labor  Council,  Lowell;  Morgan,  Carpenters 
56,  Boston;  Murphy,  Molders,  Franklin;  Fitzpatrick,  Post 
Office  Clerks  100,  Boston;  Miller,  Electrical  Workers 
96,  Worcester. 

Delegate  Anderson,  Trades  and  Labor  Council,  Lowell, 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Arrangements,  an- 
nounced to  the  delegates  that  the  mass  meeting  which 
had  been  previously  arranged  for  had  been  called  off 
for  this  evening. 

On  motion  convention  adjourned  at  5.10  P.  M.  to  re- 
convene  Thursday  morning  at  9  A-   M. 


FOURTH  DAY— MORNING  SESSION 


Convention  called  to  order  at  9.15  A.  M.  by  President 
Michael  J.   O'Donnell. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  reading  of  the  minutes 
of  the  Wednesday  afternoon  session  be  dispensed  with. 
Adopted. 

REPORT  OF  RESOLUTIONS  COMMITTEE 

Delegate  McCarthy,  for  the  committee,  reported  as 
follows: 

RESOLUTION  48 

WHEREAS,  Since  the  adjournment  of  our  last  con- 
vention we  have  met  with  the  loss  of  one  who  for 
almost  half  a  century  had  devoted  his  time,  his  energy, 
yes,  even  his  life  to  the  betterment  of  his  fellows;  one 
who  had  won  and  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  the  workers 
the  world  over;  one  who  unselfishly  and  without  hope  of 
personal  reward  had  helped  to  better  the  living  and 
working  conditions  of  the  workers;  one  who  had  helped 
to  bring  sunshine  and  light  into  the  homes  of  the  work- 
ers; one  who  had  been  ever  zealous  in  helping  to  guard 
and  protect  the  liberties  and  the  rights  of  the  workers 
the  world  over;  one  who  had  placed  the  American  Labor 
Movement  on  a  solid  and  enduring  foundation;   and, 

WHEREAS,  The  workers  of  Massachusetts,  fully 
realizing  the  great  loss  to  Labor  in  the  passing  of  that 
grand  old  man  of  Labor,  SAMUEL  GOMPERS,  wish- 
ing to  show  their  deep  appreciation  of  the  sacrifices 
which  he  made  for  their  benefit,  unanimously  pledge 
themselves  to  be  ever  mindful  of  the  teachings  of  Samuel 
Gompers  and  to  carry  out  his  last  request,  "Carry  on, 
Carry  on";  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  sent 
to  the  members  of  his  family;  to  the  office  of  the  A.  F. 
of  L.;  to  the  press,  and  a  copy  be  spread  upon  the 
records  of  this  convention. 

Approved  by  committee. 


Delegate  Finn,  Central  Labor  Union,  Quincy,  moved 
that  in  addition  to  the  one  minute's  standing  in  silence, 
the  following  words  be  added  to  the  resolution,  "That 
God,  in  His  infinite  mercy,  will  give  to  our  departed 
brother  and  leader  a  place  of  refreshment,  light  and  peace 
in  His  kingdom  of  glory." 

Unanimously  adopted  by  the  convention. 

Resolution   48,   with   the   amendment,   adopted. 

Convention   in   silence   for  one  minute- 

RESOLUTION  27 
WHEREAS,  The  two  platoon  system  in  the  Fire 
Department  has  worked  out  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
men  in  regard  to  better  health  of  body  and  mind,  more 
time  to  give  to  their  families,  and  has  resulted  in  better 
service  to  the  citizens  and  taxpayers;  and, 

WHEREAS,  The  firemen  have  always  given  their 
support  to  organized  labor  and  have  co-operated  with 
the  C.  L.  U.  to  the  extent  of  its  resources;  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  members  of  the  Lawrence 
Fire  Club  go  on  record  as  opposed  to  any  members  of 
the  Permanent  Fire  Forces  of  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts who  are  governed  by  the  two  platoon  law  from 
engaging  in  outside  employment  or  in  giving  personal 
direct  or  indirect  attention  to  any  other  department, 
employment  or  business  other  than  that  of  the  depart- 
ment of  which  he  is  a  member;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  following  article  of  the  rules 
of  the  Fire  Departments  be  inserted  in  all  the  by-laws 
of  the  cities  and  towns  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts 
and  the  Central  Labor  Unions  or  Trades  Councils  spon- 
sor the  adoption  of  this  rule  before  their  respective 
city   government. 

Sec.  16.  Each  and  every  member  of  the  Fire  De- 
partment shall  devote  the  whole'  time  to  the  business 
of  the  department  and  is  expressly  forbidden  from  en- 
gaging in,  or  in  giving  personal   or   direct  attention  to, 
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any  other  employment  or  business.  Violation  of  this 
section  may  be  the  cause  of  dismissal  from  the  service. 
Therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Lawrence  C.  L.  U.  go  on 
record  as  in  favor  of  the  two  platoon  system  and  its 
continuance  and  adoption  in  all  the  cities  of  the  State  of 
Massachusetts;   and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  delegate  to  the  Massachusetts 
State  Branch  Convention  from  the  Lawrence  C.  L.  U. 
bring  this  resolution  before  the  body  for  action  and  urge 
its  adoption. 

ROBT.  WATT,  President,  C.  L.  U. 
M.  McKENNA,  Secretary,  C.  L.  U. 
JAMES  R  MENZIE,  Organizer,  C.  L.  U. 

Lawrence. 
Approved  by  committee. 

Delegate  Reddin,  Central  Labor  Union,  Springfield, 
moved  to  amend  the  report  of  the  committtee  that  the 
matter  contained  in  Resolution  27  be  referred  to  the 
incoming  Executive  Board  for  their  investigation  of  the 
entire  matter. 

Discussed  by  Delegates  Finn,  Central  Labor  Union, 
Quincy;  Reddin,  Central  Labor  Union,  Springfield; 
Gatelee,  Moving  Picture  Operators  186,  Springfield;  Mc- 
Kenna,  Central  Labor  Union,  Lawrence;  Joel,  Central 
Labor  Union,  Camridge;  Menzie,  Carpenters  1092,  Law- 
rence; McCarthy,  Central  Labor  Union,  Boston;  Murphy, 
Stable  and  Garage  Men  367,  Boston;  Van  Vaerenewyck, 
Cigarmakers  97,  Boston. 

Previous  question  called  for. 

President  O'Donnell:  Question  now  comes  on  the 
amendment  offered  by  Delegate  Reddin,  Central  Labor 
Union,  Springfield,  which  refers  this  matter  to  the  Exec- 
utive Council  for  their  investigation. 

Voice  vote  doubted- 
Standing  vote  showed  11  delegates  in  favor  of  adopting 
the  amendment  and  43  opposed  to  the  amendment. 

Amendment  lost. 

Report  of  the  committee  adopted.  Resolution  27 
adopted. 

RESOLUTION  24 

WHEREAS,  The  Cigarmakers  Int.  Union  of  America 
have  maintained  the  Union  Label  on  all  cigars  since 
1882. 

WHEREAS,  The  Cigarmakers  have  spent  large 
amounts  of  money  during  these  years  for  advertising 
work  and  label  agents  in  every  state  of  the  union  to 
carry   on   this   work. 

WHEREAS,  Cigars  bearing  the  union  label  can  be 
purchased  in  every  city  and  town  in  Massachusetts  and 
New   England  at  prices  suitable  to  the  workers;   and 

WHEREAS,  It  is  evident  that  our  efforts  to  increase 
the  demand  for  the  union  label  cigars  has  not  met  the 
situation,  for  non-union  cigars  are  on  the  increase; 
therefore,  be  it 


RESOLVED,  That  the  Convention  of  the  Mass.  State 
Federation  of  Labor  in  its  40th  annual  session  request 
effort  to  induce  the  members  of  their  unions  to  purchase 
cigars  bearing  the  blue  label  of  the  Cigarmakers  Int. 
Union. 

JOHN  VAN  VAERENEWYCK, 

Cigarmakers  97. 
WILLIAM  COLLINS, 

Cigarmakers  97. 
FRANK  H.  MCCARTHY, 

Boston  C.  L.  U. 
HARRY  JOEL, 

Cambridge  C-  L.  U. 
JOHN   RUSSELL, 

Cigarmakers,  Springfield. 
WILLIAM  NUTLEY, 

Cigarmakers,  Holyoke. 
CHAS.  FINN, 

Quincy. 
CASEY  BLOCKLAND, 

Boston. 
Approved  by  committee.     Adopted. 
Discussed    by     Delegate     Van    Vaerenewyck,     Cigar- 
makers 97,  Boston. 

RESOLUTION  28 
WHEREAS,  Education  is,  has  and  ever  will  be  the 
most  powerful  factor  in  the  emancipation  of  the  wage 
earner;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Mass.  State  Branch,  A.  F.  of 
L.,  re-endorse  the  resolution  as  adopted  at  previous  con- 
ventions for  the  establishment  of  a  free  State  University 
in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts;  and,  be  it 
further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  delegates  in  convention  as- 
sembled re-endorse  the  resolution  for  the  establishment 
of  a  system  of  junior  colleges  as  a  part  of  our  public 
school  system  in  this  commonwealth;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  officers  of  the  Mass.  State 
Branch,  A.  F.  of  L,  and  the  affiliated  bodies  thereof, 
use  their  influence,  politically  and  otherwise,  to  bring 
about  the  adoption  of  a  bill  embodying  the  junior  college 
addition  to  our  public  school  system  during  the  coming 
session  of  the  Massachusetts  Legislature. 

C.   H.  FINN, 

Quincy,  C.  L.  U. 

Approved  by  committee.     Adopted. 
Discussed    by    Delegate    Finn,    Central    Labor    Union, 
Quincy. 

RESOLUTION  29 
WHEREAS,  As  an  organization  we  are  pledged  to 
and  have  steadily  upheld  those  principles  that  will  work 
for  a  methodical  and  orderly  development  of  our  indus- 
trial and  social  relations  in  accordance  with  the  princi- 
ples of  law;  and, 

WHEREAS,  Defense  Counsel  of  Nicola  Sacco  and 
Bartolomeo  Vanzetti  has  laid  before  the  court,  by  way 
of  motions  for  new  trial,  evidence  that  one  of  the  com- 
monwealth's principal  witnesses  is  a  man  of  questionable 
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character  and  with  a  criminal  record;  that  another  state 
witness  has  confessed  under  oath  that  she  committed 
perjury  on  the  witness  stand  and  that  the  chief  prose- 
cuting officer  has  suppressed  expert  testimony  that 
would  have  been  favorable  to  the  defendants;  and, 

WHEREAS,  These  facts  are  matters  of  public  record 
and  as  such  have  attracted  national  and  international 
attention,  and  if  allowed  to  go  unchallenged  and  with- 
out any  attempt  being  made  to  right  the  wrong  done, 
serves  to  substantiate  the  arguments  of  those  who  would 
destroy  utterly  all  respect  for  our  judicial  institutions 
and  to  that  extent  contribute  to  the  widespread  antagon- 
ism on  the  part  of  all  responsible  elements  in  the  nation 
toward  the  courts;  now  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  the  Mass.  State  Federation  of 
Labor  in  convention  assembled  respectfully  express  it  as 
our  opinion  that  the  interests  of  all  the  people  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  and  of  the  nation  will 
be  served  by  granting  to  Nicola  Sacco  and  Bartolomeo 
Vanzetti  another  day  in  court  and  another  opportunity  to 
demonstrate  to  another  jury  their  innocence;  and,  be  it 
further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  delegates  of  this  convention 
pledge  their  moral  support  to  the  efforts  being  made 
for  a  new  trial  for  Sacco  and  Vanzetti  and  that  a  copy 
of  this  resolution  be  read  as  part  of  their  report  by 
each  delegate  when  he  reports  back  to  his  local  union, 
thus  helping  to  bring  the  case  to  the  attention  of  or- 
ganized labor  in  Massachusetts. 

T.  F.  CONROY, 

Worcester  C.  L.  U. 
C.  J.  BLOCKLAND, 

Cigarmakers  97. 
JOHN  VAN  VAERENEWYCK, 

Cigarmakers  97. 
SYLVESTER  J.  McBRIDE, 

Typographical  13. 

Approved  by  committee. 

Your  committee  recommends  that  this  convention 
reaffirm  its  former  action  in  favoring  a  new  trial  for 
Sacco  and  Vanzetti. 

Resolution  29  adopted. 


RESOLUTION  30 

WHEREAS,  A  general  reduction  of  wages  is  in  prog- 
ress in  the  worsted,  woolen  and  cotton  mills  of  New 
England  following  the  announcement  of  a  wage  reduc- 
tion by  the  American  Woolen  Company;  and, 

WHEREAS,  This  reduction  in  wages  is  not  justified 
in  view  of  the  cost  of  living  which  the  mill  operatives 
are  forced  to  pay  and  because  of  the  general  unemploy- 
ment conditions  that  these  workers  in  the  textile  industry 
have  been  faced  with;  and, 

WHEREAS,  It  has  been  publicly  stated,  without 
denial,  that  the  10  per  cent  reduction  in  wages,  which 
is   so   serious   a   matter  to   the   wage   earners   and   their 


families,   amounts   to   only  two   per   cent'  of  the  cost   of 
wool" goods;  and, 

WHEREAS,  It  has  been  publicly  stated,  without 
denial,  that  the  cost  of  labor  amounts  to  only  22  per 
cent   of   the   total   mill   cost   of   wool   goods;   and, 

WHEREAS,  It  has  been  publicly  stated,  without 
denial,  that  the  remaining  78  per  cent  of  the  mill  cost 
of  wool  goods  is  now  made  excessively  high  by  unrea- 
sonable and  ill-adjusted  charges,  including  the  tax  on 
raw  materials,  the  cost  of  which  amounts  to  60  per 
cent  of  the  total  mill  cost;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  the  Mass.  State  Branch  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  that  we  commend  the 
stand  of  President  William  Green  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  in 
opposing  the  unwarranted  wage  reductions  in  the  tex- 
tile industry,  and  that  we  request  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  and  all  its  affiliated  organizations  to  use 
their  best  efforts  to  induce  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  have  an  inquiry  into  conditions  affecting  wages 
in  the  textile  industry  made  immediately  by  the  proper 
department  of  the  Government,  in  order  that  the  causes 
of  the  present  depression  and  demoralization  in  the  tex- 
tile mills  may  be  made  known  and  that  the  wage 
earners  in  the  mills  may  not  be  made  to  suffer  un- 
justifiably by  reductions  in  their  wages  in  an  effort  by 
the  employers  to  reduce  their  mill  costs,  while  the 
actual  causes  of  excessive  costs  are  ignored. 

PARKER  F.  MURPHY, 

T.  &  L.  Council,  Lowell. 
E.   A.   JOHNSON, 

Asb.  Workers,  Boston. 
C.  E.  ANDERSON, 

T.  &  L.  Council,  Lowell. 
PATRICK  J.  McGARRELL, 

Molders  85. 
CHARLES  L.  REED, 

Salem  C.  L.  U. 
B.  J.  SWIFT, 

Mch.,  Local  138. 

Approved  by  committee.     Adopted. 


RESOLUTION  31 

WHEREAS,  The  International  Typographical  Union, 
having  made  every  effort  to  enter  contractual  relations 
with  the  Crowell  Publishing  Co.  of  Springfield,  Ohio, 
producers  of  Collier's   Magazine;   and, 

WHEREAS,  The  Crowell  Publishing  Co.  has  declared 
for  the  open  shop  and  refuses  to  recognize  in  any  way 
the  right  of  collective  bargaining  on  the  part  of  its 
printer  employes,  thus  compelling  the  organization  of 
printers  to  make  battle  for  the  fundamental  rights  of 
its  craft;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  this  convention  endorse  the  cam- 
paign of  the  International  Typographical  Union  to  bring 
the  Crowell  Publishing  Co.  into  industrial  relations  with 
the  printing  organizations,   and   until   such   time   as  this 
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shall  be  accomplished  we  condemn  the  magazine  known 
as  "Collier's"  as  unfair  to  the  American  Labor  Movement. 

J.  ARTHUR  MORIARTY, 
JOHN  O.  BATTIS, 
EDWARD  M.  MARTIN, 
THOMAS  M.  NOLAN, 
S.  J.  McBRIDE, 
MARY   E.   MEEHAN. 

Approved  by  committee.     Adopted. 

Discussed  by  Delegates  Moriarty,  Typographical  13, 
Boston;  Conroy,  Central  Labor  Union,  Worcester; 
Nolan,  Typographical  13,  Boston;  Casey,  Electrotypers 
11,  Boston;  Hines,  Bottlers  and  Drivers  122,  Boston. 

RESOLUTION  47 

WHEREAS,  The  monopolistic  control  exercised  by 
the  Telephone  System  over  the  destinies  of  the  tele- 
phone-using people  has  been  demonstrated  only  by  the 
ease  with  which  the  Telephone  Company  of  this  state  has 
been  able  to  secure  rate  increases  totalling  $9,000,000 
per  year  from  the  Public  Service  Commission;  and, 

WHEREAS,  The  Labor  Movement  of  this  state 
recognizing,  as  early  as  two  years  ago,  the  dangers  to 
the  right  of  the  people  of  Massachusetts  inherent  in  this 
situation,  called  upon  Congress  to  institute  a  Federal 
investigation  of  the  Telephone  monopoly  and  has  at 
subsequent  conventions  reaffirmed  this  challenge  to  the 
encroachments  of  the  most  gigantic  monopoly  in 
America;  and, 

WHEREAS,  The  press  and  public  are  at  last  be- 
coming aroused  to  the  U;nfet,tered  and  uncontrolled 
monopoly  which  exist  in  so  vital  an  element  of  the 
life  and  welfare  of  the  community  as  the  Telephone 
Service;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  convention  reaffirm  its  posi- 
tion taken  at  Worcester  in  August,  1923,  and  adopted 
again  at  Boston  in  1924,  that  the  entire  telephone  in- 
dustry, its  relations  with  associated  companies  and  the 
relations,  financial  and  otherwise,  of  the  subsidiary  com- 
panies with  the  American  Telephone  Company  be  sub- 
jected to  the  closest  and  most  exhaustive  public  scrutiny 
and  remedies  devised  which  will  release  the  American 
people  from  the  power  of  this  gigantic  corporation. 

Substituted  by  committee  for  Resolution  32,  presented 
by  Delegate  Nolan,  Typographical  13,  Boston. 

Approved  by  committee,  adopted. 

Discussed  by  Delegates  Nolan,  Typographical  13, 
Boston;  Finn,  Central  Labor  Union,  Quincy. 

RESOLUTION  43 

WHEREAS,  The  delegates  of  the  40th  Annual  Con- 
vention of  the  State  Branch,  American  Federation  of 
Labor,  sorrowfully  records  the  passing  of  one  of  the 
real  stalwarts  of  our  labor  movement  in  Massachusetts — 
Dennis  D.  Driscoll,  former  Secretary-Treasurer  of  our 
organization. 


His  was  a  life  devoted  to  a  great  cause  with  all  his 
energy  and  all  his  talents.  Were  the  task  assigned  the 
humblest,  were  the  call  to  service  most  exalted,  either 
found  in  Dennis  J.  Driscoll,  at  all  times,  willing  and 
faithful  service  in  the  uplift  work  of  his  fellow  man. 
We,  his  brothers  in  the  labor  movement,  are  now  in 
sorrow  at  his  passing  from  the  ranks.  His  work  in  life 
was  an  inspiration;  his  memory  in  death  is  to  us  a 
priceless  heritage;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  we,  the  delegates  to  the  40th 
Annual  Convention  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Branch, 
American  Federation  of  Labor,  in  convention  assembled, 
take  respite  from  our  labor  and  stand  in  silence  for  one 
minute  in  the  memory  of  Dennis  J.  Driscoll,  the  pioneer, 
the  worker,  the  man;  that  this  humble  expression  of 
ours  to  his  memory  be  spread  upon  the  records  of  this 
convention;  and  that  a  copy  be  forwarded  to  his  family. 

Signed: 

FRANK  H.  MCCARTHY, 

Boston  C.  L.  U. 
S.  J.  McBRIDE, 

Boston  Typographical  13. 
CHARLES  J.   HODSDON, 

Boston  Carmen's  Union. 
MICHAEL  A.  MURPHY, 

Stablemen's  Union. 
JOHN  O.  BATTIS, 

Boston  Typographical  13. 
M.  J.  O'DONNELL, 

Teamster's  25. 
GEORGE  E.  CURRAN, 

Theatrical    Empl.    11. 
E.  A.  JOHNSON, 

Asbestos  Workers  6. 
P.  HARRY  JENNINGS, 

Boston  C.  L.  U. 
AUSTIN  P.   KAVENEY, 

Maiden  C.  L.  U. 
FRANCIS  F.  MORSE, 

Bridgetenders. 
MARTIN  T.  JOYCE, 

Electrical  Workers  103. 
CHARLES  E.  ANDERSON, 

Lowell  T.  &  L. 
R.  F.  McGUIRE, 

Somerville  C.  L.  U. 
FRANK  R.  SHEEHAN, 

Electrical  Workers  103. 
FRANK  L.  KELLEY, 

Electrical  Workers  103. 
JOHN  KEARNEY, 

Waiters,  Boston. 
THOMAS  M.  NOLAN, 

Boston  Typographical   13. 
JAMES  R.  MENZIE, 

Carpenters   1092. 
PARKER  F.  MURPHY, 

Lowell  T.  and  L. 
Approved  by  committee.    Adopted. 

Convention  in  silence  one  minute. 
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RESOLUTION  33 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Massachusetts  State  Branch, 
A.  F.  of  L.,  records  its  endorsement  of  the  action  of 
the  National  Executive  Board  of  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  in  opposing  a  third  party  movement, 
and  reaffirming  its  policy  of  non-partisan  position  rela- 
tive to  candidates  for  political  action. 

THOMAS  M.  NOLAN, 

B.  T.  U.  13,  Boston. 

Approved  by  committee.    Adopted. 

RESOLUTION  34 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Massachusetts  State  Branch, 
American  Federation  of  Labor,  go  on  record  in  favor 
of  a  minimum  salary  of  $1,700.00  a  year  for  assistant 
drawtenders  employed  by  the   City  of  Boston. 

FRANCIS  F.  MORSE, 

Bridgetenders  Union. 

Approved  by  committee.     Adopted. 

RESOLUTION  37 

RESOLVED,  That  we,  delegates  seated  at  the  40th 
Annual  Convention  of  Massachusetts  State  Branch,  A. 
F.  of  L-,  go  on  record  to  put  again  before  the  Legisla- 
ture the  bill  seeking  compensation  for  the  injured 
worker  to  start  on  the  day  of  injury,  and  instruct 
Legislative  Agent  to  this  end,  and,  if  possible,  in  con- 
junction with  this,  owing  to  hardships  and  cost  of  living 
that  affect  the  families  of  those  injured,  to  try  and  in- 
crease the  weekly  compensation  to  conform  with  the 
mode  of  living  of  dependents  of  those  injured. 

MICHAEL  J.  O'HARE, 

Carmen  589. 

PATRICK  O'NEIL, 

Carmen  589. 

JOHN  J.  GARRITY, 

JAMES  F.  KANE. 
No  action  necessary.     Matter  previously  covered. 


RESOLUTION  38 

WHEREAS,  There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that 
the  fundamental  cause  for  present  disturbances  in  China 
is  due  to  special  privileges  given  foreign  nations  in  treaty 
pacts  and  that  the  abolition  of  extra-territorial  ■  rights 
of  foreigners  is  necessary  to  China's  administrative  in- 
tegrity and  sovereignty;  and, 

WHEREAS,  The  Chinese  are  an  ancient  and  honor- 
able people  who  have  developed  a  distinctive  culture  of 
rare  qualities  and  have  a  right  to' demand  the  respect 
and  deference  accorded  to  national  sovereignty;  and, 

WHEREAS,  Because  of  the  fact  that  present  political 
provocations  have  paralleled  the  coming  of  Trade  Unions 
in  Chinese  industrial  development,  and  the  struggle  of 
Chinese  wage  earners  for  industrial  justice  and  civil 
rights  is  projected  into  the  international  problem,  it  is 
most  important  and   necessary  for  fully  balanced   con- 


sideration of  the  whole  question  that  representatives  of 
wage  earners  participate  in  this  inquiry;  therefore,  be  it 
RESOLVED,  That  the  Mass.  State  Branch  Conven- 
tion, in  meeting  assembled,  urge  that  the  initiative 
be  taken  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  in 
calling  an  economic  conference  to  consider  the  Chinese 
situation  and  that  this  provision  for  labor  representation 
be  incorporated  in  the  conference  invitation  extended  to 
the  countries;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  we  pledge  ourselves  to  do  all  in 
our  power  to  present  to  the  workers  of  Massachusetts 
the  problems  and  aspirations  of  the  Chinese  people. 
S.  J.  McBRIDE, 

B.  T.  U.  13. 
ABRAHAM  PEARLSTEIN, 
JOHN  VAN  VAERENEWYCK, 

Cigarmakers  97. 
Approved  by  committee.     Adopted. 

Discussed  by  Delegate  Van  Vaerenewyck,  Cigarmak- 
ers 97,  Boston. 

RESOLUTION  22 
WHEREAS,  When  tradesmen  are  appointed  to  the 
leaching  staff  of  any  schools  in  Massachusetts,  there 
should  be  no  discrimination  against  them  in  so  far 
as  titles  or  salaries  are  concerned.  In  the  recent  fight 
for  salary  revision  granted  by  the  State  Legislature  to 
the  Boston  School  Committee,  there  was  a  distinction 
made;  for  instance,  Junior  Masters  in  High  Schools. 

Old  salaries  $3,276  New  salary $3,600 

Co-operative   3,252  New  salary 3,476 


Difference    $24  Difference $124 

Therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  a  bill  be  introduced  into  the 
Legislature  taking  care  of  this  matter. 

MARTIN  T.  JOYCE, 

Electrical   Workers   103. 

Above  resolution  referred  to  the  incoming  Executive 
Council  for  inquiry  and  such  action  as  they  deem 
necessary.     Adopted. 

RESOLUTION  40 

WHEREAS,  There  has  been  established  within  the 
past  year  in  various  post  offices  a  so-called  Efficiency 
System  or  Speed-Up  System  or  Taylor  System;  and, 

WHEREAS,  This  system  has  been  discarded  by 
Labor  as  un-American,  inefficient,  expensive  in  opera- 
tion, unfair  to  the  workmen,  and  injurious  to  the  mental 
and  physical  health  of  the  workmen;  and, 

WHEREAS,  The  Boston  Federation  of  Post  Office 
Clerks,  the  Mass.  Federation  of  Post  Office  Clerks,  the 
National  Federation  of  Post  Office  Clerks,  and  the  Serv- 
ice Relations  Committee  of  the  Boston  Post  Office, 
under  the  auspices  of  the  U.  S.  Post  Office  Department, 
have  all  condemned  the  system  and  urged  its  abolition; 
therefore,  be  it 
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RESOLVED,  That  the  Massachusetts  State  Branch, 
American  Federation  of  Labor,  in  convention  assembled 
at  Lowell,  Massachusetts,  August  4th,  1925,  reaffirm  the 
policy  of  Labor  towards  the  so-called  Taylor  System, 
condemns  the  system  and  urges  its  abolition;  and,  be 
it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  copies  of  this  resolution  be  sent 
to  the  Senators  and  Congressmen  of  Massachusetts  and 
to  the  Hon.  Harry  New,  Postmaster  General  of  the 
LTnited   States. 

"JOHN  A.  KELLY. 

WILLIAM  A.  COLLINS. 

EDW.  F.  FITZPATRICK. 

WILLIAM  G.  HANGLIN. 

JAS.  J.  TREANOR. 
Approved  by  committee.     Adopted. 

RESOLUTION  41 

WHEREAS,  The  Massachusetts  State  Branch  of  the 
Women's  Trade  Union  League  have  for  the  past  five 
years  sponsored  the  bill  to  raise  the  compulsory  school 
age  from  14  to  16;  and, 

WHEREAS,  A  group  of  welfare  organizations  have 
felt  it  more  expedient  to  exert  their  efforts  to  secure 
a  bill  to  minimize  the  efforts  of  the  above  organizations; 
therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  we  reaffirm  our  stand  of  former 
years  and  urge  all  public  spirited  citizens  to  co-operate 
with  us  in  our  efforts  to  give  the  children  of  Massa- 
chusetts at  least  the  advantages  of  prolonged  education. 

PEARL  KATZ, 
Sec'y  Women's  Trade  Union  League,  Boston. 
JOHN  VAN  VAERENEWYCK, 
Cigarmakers  97,  Boston. 
CHARLES  L.  REED, 

C.  L.  U.,  Salem. 
MARGUERITE  CONNOLLY, 
Boston  Telephone  Op.  Union,  Boston. 
E.  A.  JOHNSON, 

Asb.  Workers  6,  Boston. 
MARY  E.   MEEHAN, 

Book  Binders  56,  Boston. 

Approved  by  committee.     Adopted. 

RESOLUTION  42. 

RESOLVED,  That  the  delegates  to  the  Mass.  State 
Branch,  A.  F.  of  L.,  be  requested  to  co-operate  with  the 
organizations  of  the  printing  and  publishing  crafts  in  the 
intensive  campaign  being  conducted  to  promote  the  use 
of  the  Allied  Printing  Trades  Union  label  on  printed 
matter;   and, 

RESOLVED,  That  central  labor  bodies  and  local 
unions  be  asked  to  appoint  committees  from  their 
respective  organizations  to  visit  business  houses,  asking 
them  to  place  this  label  on  their  printed  matter;  to 
gather  up  all  printing  not  bearing  the  label,  returning 
same  to  allied  printing  trades  or  individual  unions  in 


cities  and  towns,  and  to  take  such  other  action  as  may 
promote  the  use  of  the  union  label  of  the  printing  and 
publishing  trades. 

THOMAS  M.  NOLAN, 

B.  T.  U.  13,  Boston. 
Approved  by  committee.     Adopted. 

RESOLUTION  44 

WHEREAS,  The  indications  are  that  the  anthracite 
coal  mine  owners  are  planning  to  force  the  mine 
workers  into  a  strike,  for  the  purposes  which  are  self 
evident;   and, 

WHEREAS,  There  are  ten  million  tons  of  anthracite 
coal  stored  at  the  present  time;  and, 

WHEREAS,  Congressman  Casey  of  Pennsylvania  has 

stated  in  Congress  that  this  coal  has  been  placed  on  the 

'  cars  at  the  mines  at  a  labor  cost  of  not  more  than  $2.40 

per  ton,  which  statement  was  made  last  January  and  has 

not  been  disputed  to  this  date;   and, 

WHEREAS,  The  exorbitant  prices  which  the  con- 
sumers of  anthracite  coal  are  compelled  to  pay  is  caused 
not  by  the  labor  costs,  but  by  the  royalties  which  the 
mine  owners  charge  against  the  mines,  and  which  they 
pay  to  themselves,  and  the  excessive  charges  for  rail- 
road transportation  over  the  coal  carrying  roads,  the 
stock  of  which  railroads  to  the  extent  of  upwards  of 
seventy-five  per  cent  is  owned  and  controlled  by  the 
anthracite  coal  mine  owners;   therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  it  is  the  belief  of  this  convention 
that  the  action  of  the  anthracite  coal  mine  owners  in 
refusing  to  amicably  adjust  a  wage  scale  with  the  United 
Mine  Workers  Union  to  take  the  place  of  the  one  ex- 
piring August  31st  next,  is  an  indication  of  a  conspiracy 
among  the  anthracite  coal  mine  owners  to  force  a  shut 
down,  and  thereby  sell  their  surplus  coal  at  famine 
prices  and  add  tremendously  to  their  already  fabulous 
profits;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  incoming  Executive  Council  be 
directed  to  take  up  this  matter  and  obtain  all  publicity 
possible  to  the  end  that  the  consuming  public  may  learn 
the  facts  concerning  the  exceedingly  high  price  of  coal 
and  through  the  force  of  its  opinion  effect  the  necessary 
remedy. 

FRANK  H.   MCCARTHY, 

Boston  C.  L.  U. 

Approved  by  committee.     Adopted. 

RESOLUTION  45 

WHEREAS,  The  Boston  and  Maine  Railroad  agreed 
with  the  United  States  Conciliator,  Mr.  Woods,  that 
they  would  take  back  the  old  men  in  seniority  order 
and  allow  them  to  belong  to  their  respective  labor  organ- 
izations and  have  their  own  committees  to  handle 
grievances;   and, 

WHEREAS,  The  Boston  and  Maine  Railroad  has  not 
only  failed  to  live  up  to  such  promises  of  taking  back 
the  old  men,  but  have  formed  a  company  union;  and, 
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WHEREAS,  The  Boston  and  Maine  Railroad  will  not 
now  allow  a  member  of  organized  labor  to  work  in  their 
shops  at  repair  points,  and  force  all  men  to  join  their 
company  union;   and, 

WHEREAS,  The  Boston  and  Maine  Railroad  is  now 
attempting  to  put  all  independent  trucking  concerns  and 
bus  lines  out  of  business  and  are  going  into  the  business 
themselves;  and, 

WHEREAS,  That  many  of  these  independent  concerns 
employ  union  men  to  drive  and  repair  their  buses  and 
trucks;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  this  convention  go  on  record  as 
condemning  the  Boston  and  Maine  Railroad  for  their 
attitude  towards  organized  labor;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  this  convention  order  its  Legis- 
lative Agent  to  oppose  any  and  all  legislation  giving  this 
railroad  a  monopoly  of  trucking  and  bus  line  business. 

PARKER  F.  MURPHY, 
Lowell  Trades  and  Labor  Council. 

Approved  by  committee.     Adopted. 

RESOLUTION  49 

WHEREAS,  The  Riverside  Press,  owned  by  the 
Houghton,  Mifflin  Company,  publishers  and  manufac- 
turers of  school  books,  fiction  books  and  Christmas 
books  sold  all  over  the  world,  and  the  E.  Fleming  Com- 
pany, binders  of  school  books  and  the  Book  of  Knowl- 
edge, which  has  been  purchased  by  many  members  of 
organized  labor,  arbitrarily  reduced  the  wages  of  their 
employees  who  were  members  of  unions  affiliated  with 
the  Boston  Allied  Printing  Trades  Council;   and, 

WHEREAS,  The  above-mentioned  firms  refuse  to 
employ  union  men  or  women  and  are  manned  by  im- 
ported strikebreakers  working  under  individual  con- 
tracts at  wages  far  less  than  called  for  by  the  printing 
trades  unions;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  we,  the  Mass.  Federation  of  Labor, 
in  annual  convention  assembled,  hereby  place  these 
concerns  and  the  products  of  these  concerns  on  the 
"We  don't  patronize"  list;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  secretary  send  a  copy  of  this 
resolution  to  all  central  bodies  and  local  unions  in  this 
state. 

GEO.    F.    DODGE, 
MARY  E.  MEEHAN, 
JOSEPH  A.  DART, 
DANIEL  J.    MACDONALD, 
JOHN  O.  BATTIS, 
EDWARD  M.  MARTIN, 
JAMES   F.   CONNELLY, 
MARTIN  J.  CASEY. 

Approved  by  committee.     Adopted. 

Discussed  by  Delegate  Casey,  Electrotypers  11,  Boston. 

RESOLUTION  35 

WHEREAS,  Delegates  to  conventions  of  Massachusetts 
State  Branch  submit  resolutions  to  convention,  and 
after  consideration  resolution  is  referred  to  the  incoming 
Executive  Board;  therefore,  be  it 


RESOLVED,  That  when  resolutions  are  to  come  be- 
fore Executive  Board  for  consideration  that  delegate 
or  delegates  presenting  the  resolution  be  notified  to  be 
present  at  the  meeting  of  the  Executive  Board  to  present 
his  or  their  desire  of  action. 

M.  A.  MURPHY, 

Local  367,  I.  B.  T.  C.  S.  &  H. 

Approved  by  committee.    Adopted. 

RESOLUTION  25 

WHEREAS,  We  believe  that  only  through  organization 
and  education  can  great  progress  be  made  in  the  protec- 
tion and  defense  of  labor's  rights;   and, 

WHEREAS,  We  believe  that  the  future  of  the  Labor 
Movement  of  our  country  and  state  will  depend  upon 
and  be  controlled  by  the  extent  to  which  the  men  and 
women  who  toil  will  equip  themselves  for  their  economic 
and  political  defense  through  education;   and, 

WHEREAS,  We  have  at  the  present  time  workers' 
classes  conducted  under  the  supervision  of  the  Labor 
Movement;  and, 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Federation  of  Labor  has 
in  the  past  two  years  actively  concerned  itself  with 
the  problem  of  education  for  workers,  recognizing  the 
fact  that  workers  are  as  a  whole  invariably  compelled 
to  leave  school  at  an  early  age,  thus  failing  to  get  the 
proper  education  to  fit  them  for  an  adult  life;  therefore, 
be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Massachusetts  Federation  of 
Labor  establish  active  affiliation  with  the  Workers' 
Educational  Bureau  and  recommend  to  all  central 
bodies  and  local  unions  to  do  likewise;  and,  be  it  further 
RESOLVED,  That  we  also  recommend  to  all  central 
bodies  in  the  state  the  advisability  of  establishing  such 
study  classes  for  the  workers  as  will  be  of  benefit  to 
them. 

JOHN  VAN   VAERENEWYCK, 

Cigarmakers  97,  Boston. 
SYLVESTER  J.  McBRIDE, 

Typographical  13,  Boston. 
M.   A.   MURPHY, 

Stable  and  Garagemen. 
J.  A.  MORIARTY, 

Typographical  13,   Boston. 

Approved  by  committee.     Adopted. 

RESOLUTION  26 

WHEREAS,  The  H.  P.  Hood  Company,  one  of  the 
largest  dealers  in  milk,  cream,  butter  and  ice  cream, 
doing  business  in  Boston,  Greater  Boston,  Lynn,  Law- 
rence, Lowell,  Haverhill  and  other  New  England  cities 
and  towns,  has  always  been  opposed  to  the  organization 
of  its  employees;  and, 

WHEREAS,  The  H.  P.  Hood  Company  has  been  a 
menace  to  the  advancement  of  the  milk  wagon  drivers 
and  creamery  workers;   and, 

WHEREAS,  The  H.  P.  Hood  Company  never  employ 
union  milkmen;    therefore,  be  it 


48 


MASSACHUSETTS  STATE  BRANCH,  A.  F.  OF  L. 


RESOLVED,  That  the  40th  Convention  of  the  Mass. 
State  Branch,  A.  F.  of  L.,  go  on  record  as  condemning 
the  H.  P.  Hood  Company  for  its  unfair  attitude  towards 
Local  380,  Milk  Drivers  and  Creamery  Workers;  and,  be 
it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  this  convention  instruct  its  dele- 
gates not  to  purchase  milk,  cream  or  ice  cream  from 
the  H.  P.  Hood  Company  or  any  other  milk  or  dairy 
concern  not  employing  union  help. 

JAMES  F.  WALSH, 
ROY  W.   BANGS, 
GEO.  W.  BROOKS. 

Approved  by  committee.     Adopted. 


RESOLUTION  46 

WHEREAS,  The  theatres  under  the  management  and 
control  of  Eleas  M.  Lowe,  situated  as  follows:  Dorchester 
Theatre  in  Dorchester,  Rlalto  Theatre  in  Lowell,  New 
Bedford,  Capitol  in  Lynn,  Fitchburg,  have  thrown  down 
the  gauntlet  to  organized  labor,  and  are  now  operating 
on  a  one  hundred  per  cent  non-union  policy;  and 

WHEREAS,  An  active  and  aggressive  fight  is  being 
waged  against  these  unfair  theatres  as  enumerated 
above;   and 

WHEREAS,  This  condition  is  a  serious  attack  upon 
the  solidarity  and  welfare  of  the  various  theatrical 
unions;  therefore,  be  It 

RESOLVED,  That  the  delegates  to  the  Fortieth  Con- 
vention of  the  Mass.  State  Branch,  A.  F.  of  L.,  in  con- 
vention assembled,  condemn  the  unfair  policy  of  this 
firm  and  these  theatres;   and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  each  delegate  be  instructed  to 
carry  back  to  his  local  union  the  situation  now  existing 
and  that  they  take  the  necessary  steps  to  support  the 
unions  involved. 

GEORGE  E.  CURRAN, 

Theatrical   Stage   Employees. 

JOHN  F.  GATELEE, 
Moving  Picture  Machine  Operators  186. 

Approved  by  committee.     Adopted. 

Discussed  by  Delegates  Curran,  Theatrical  Stage  Em- 
ployees 11,  Boston;  Gatalee,  Moving  Picture  Operators 
186,  Springfield. 


RESOLUTION  50 

RESOLVED,  That  the  40th  Annual  Convention  of  the 
Massachusetts  Federation  of  Labor,  in  session  in  the 
city  of  Lowell,  Massachusetts,  this  4th  day  of  August, 
1925,  do  hereby  express  our  sincere  thanks  to  His  Honor, 
the  Mayor  of  Lowell,  John  Donovan;  to  Ihe  Lowell  Cen- 
tral Labor  Union  and  its  Reception  Committee;  to  the 
local  and  visiting  press;  to  the  local  unions  and  to  all 


the  citizens  generally  for  their  generous  hospitality  and 
courteous  treatment  so  liberally  extended  to  us. 

F.  H.  MCCARTHY,  Boston. 
FRANK  MORSE,  Boston. 
JAMES  MENZIE,  Lawrence. 
CHARLES  E.  ANDERSON,  Lowell. 
GEORGE  SANDERSON,  New  Bedford. 
MICHAEL  A.  MURPHY,  Boston. 
EDWARD  A.  RALEIGH,  Springfield. 
JAMES   MORIARTY,  Boston. 

Adopted  unanimously. 

Delegate  McCarthy,  Central  Labor  Union,  Boston: 
This,  Mr.  President,  concludes  the  report  of  your  Reso- 
lutions Committee. 

Moved  the  adoption  of  the  report  of  the  committee. 
Seconded.     Adopted. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Resolutions  adopted  as 
a  whole. 

Delegate  Kearney,  Waiters  34,  Boston,  moved  that  the 
thanks  of  this  convention  be  extended  to  the  chairman 
and  members  of  the  Committee  on  Resolutions.  Sec- 
onded.   Adopted. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON   OFFICERS   REPORT— 

Concluded 

Delegate  Murphy,  Moulders  372,  Franklin,  for  the  com- 
mittee: Your  committee  desires  at  this  time  to  report 
on  the  Report  of  the  Vice-Presidents  of  the  State  Feder- 
ation of  Labor,  which  was  referred  to  our  committee 
by  this  body.    The  report  reads  as  follows: 


REPORT    OF   VICE-PRESIDENTS    TO    CONVENTION 

To  the  Delegates  attending  the  State  Federation  of 
Mass.,  A.  F.  of  L.,  Greetings: 

The  1924  Convention  of  the  Mass.  Federation  of  Labor, 
held  in  Boston,  passed  a  resolution  that  the  Vice-Presi- 
dents make  a  report  of  their  activities  during  their  term 
of  office. 

You  will  note  that  your  Vice-Presidents,  in  a  large 
measure,  were  handicapped  in  their  endeavors  to  organ- 
ize and  to  solicit  affiliations  outside  of  their  immediate 
locality. 

Upon  this  basis  a  committee  of  three  drafted  a  letter, 
dated  January  15th,  1925,  signed  by  the  President,  and 
sent  to  all  the  local  unions  in  Massachusetts. 

The  response  to  this  letter  was  small,  and  if  it  could 
have  been  followed  up  by  a  personal  visit  of  an  active 
officer,  no  doubt  the  response  would  have  been  much 
larger.  Some  of  the  Vice-Presidents  were  fortunate  in 
being  in  a  position  that  gave  them  an  opportunity  to 
visit  cities  and  solicit  active  co-operation  and  affiliations. 

All  rendered  service  in  their  immedate  localities. 
Our  efforts  were  not  so  successful  as  we  desired,  but 
there  are  several  good  reasons  for  same. 

1.  Lack  of  interest  of  rank  and  file  In  their  union 
meetings. 
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2.  Lack  of  interest  on  the  part  of  some  local  officers. 

3.  .  Dissension  of  past  four  years. 

4.  Lack  of  Co-operation  between  the  local  union  and 
the  State  Federation. 

5.  Our  financial  condition. 

In  the  face  of  these  conditions,  we  have  added  some 
new  affiliations  to  our  list  of  affiliated  unions. 

We  have  not  set  the  world  afire,  but  did  the  best 
under  the  conditions  to  hold  up  the  Federation. 

In  submitting  this  report  we  do  so  as  a  unit,  to  assure 
you  that  each  one  had  done  their  level  best. 

Fraternally  yours, 

JOHN  VAN  VAERENEWYCK, 
E.  A.  JOHNSON, 
CHARLES  H.   FINN, 
MARY  V.  MURPHY, 
PATRICK   GRIFFIN, 
PETER  MURPHY, 
FRANK  GIFFORD, 

Vice-Presidents. 

Following  is  copy  of  letter  referred  to  in  this  report: 

January  15,  1925. 
Dear  Sir  and  Brother: 

A  committee  of  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Federation  of  Labor  on  investigation  as  to  the 
affiliations  of  Local  Unions  in  Massachusetts  with  the 
State  Federation  of  Labor  find  that  out  of  a  total  of  774 
Local  Unions  affiliated  with  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  International  Unions  but  182  are  affiliated  with 
the  Massachusetts  Federation  of  Labor. 

We  divided  the  State  into  four  sections,  East,  West 
Central  and  Southern  divisions. 

In  the  Eastern  Section,  which  Includes  the  territory 
north  of  Brockton,  east  of  Framingham,  out  of  a  total 
of  390  Unions  but  106  are  affiliated. 

In  the  Southern  Section,  including  Brockton  down  to 
Rhode  Island  border,  we  find  that  150  Local  Unions 
exist  with  but  26  affiliated. 

In  the  Central  Section,  east  of  Palmer,  west  of 
Framingham,  north  bounds  of  the  State  we  find  84  Local 
Unions  with  but  22  affiliated. 

In  the  Western  Section,  west  of  Palmer  to  all  bound- 
aries of  the  State,  we  find  150  Local  Unions  with  but 
28  affiliated. 

Now  get  a  picture  of  the  situation.  In  21  cities  where 
there  are  approximately  159  Local  Unions  we  have  no 
affiliations  at  all.  There  are  774  Local  Unions  out  of 
which  but  182  are  affiliated,  leaving  a  balance  of  592 
Unions  to  bring  into  the  fold. 

Are  you  one  of  those  who  failed  to  co-operate  with 
those  who  have  been  trying  to  effect  recognition  of  the 
Labor  Movement? 

The  above  facts  ought  to  clearly  demonstrate  the 
necessity  for  action.  What  are  we  in  the  Labor  Move- 
ment for  if  it  is  not  for  the  purpose  of  unifying  our1 
efforts  towards  securing  proper  protection  for  our 
workers?      Shorter    hours,    better    conditions    of    work, 


and  a  larger  portion  of  the  wealth  we  produce  in  the 
form  of  Wages.  Organization  has  been  the  means  by 
which  a  large  mass  of  the  workers  have  accomplished 
this  end.  This  does  not  prove  that  individually  some 
have  not  been  able  to  do  so,  but  in  order  to  make  it 
lasting  and  of  benefit,  unification  and  organization  of  the 
Trade  was  the  means  to  accomplish  this  Purpose. 

Trade  organizations  have  developed  into  different  chan- 
nels than  they  formerly  occupied,  due  to  the  peculiar 
growth  and  development  of  the  Industries. 

Let  us  take  the  Street  Car  service,  Build'ng,  Textile, 
etc.,  how  they  have  developed  into  large  and  powerful 
groups,  beyond  the  scope  of  control  of  any  single  organi- 
zation on  their  premises,  but  certainly  not  beyond  the 
control  of  the  united  forces  of  the  trade  organizations 
represented  in  such  Industries. 

Alongside  of  the  unified  forces  in  these  industries,  the 
united  forces  in  our  localities,  we  have  organized  Central 
Bodies,  that  co-operate  on  trade  differences  and  neces- 
sary legislative  protection. 

How  many  times  have  Committees  been  appointed  by 
them  to  facilitate  agreements  and  in  preventing  Strikes? 

Securing  laws  in  our  cities  in  the  protection  of  our 
Municipal  Workers,  and  others,  who  work  in  other  lines. 

We  have  not  succeeded  to  the  degree  that  some  feel 
we  should  have,  but  that  has  been  largely  due  to  the 
lack  of  Unity  and  support  by  labor  itself. 

No  Union  has  a  right  to  expect  results  unless  they 
co-operate  to  effect  such  results. 

Are  you  working  with  the  Labor  Movement? 

Are  you  still  expecting  others  to  do  for  you,  what  you 
can  and  will  not  do  yourselves? 

The  need  for  State  Organization  is  just  as  necessary 
for  the  protection  of  the  workers  as  the  Local  City 
Bodies. 

Laws  and  legislation,  vitally  affecting  labor  are  placed 
upon  our -Statute  Books  in  this  commonwealth.  Some 
good,  some  bad. 

State-wide  unity  and  action  are  necessary  to  prevent 
antagonistic  legislation. 

State-wide  UNITY  and  Action  are  necessary  to  put 
across  our  Labor  measures. 

You  must  be  aware  of  the  many  attempts  to  destroy 
the  many  good  labor  laws  we  have  on  our  Statute  Book. 

Many  are  the  times  we  have  appealed  to  you,  for  your 
earnest  help.  Some  have  responded,  but  most  of  you 
have  failed  to  appear  on  the  job. 

Our  failures  are  yours.     Our  successes  are  our  own. 

But  we  don't  want  these  honors. 

We  want  active  affiliation. 

We  can  do  more  with  your  affiliation  and  active  sup- 
port than  we  can  without  it. 

Now,  get  together  into  one  great  State-Wide  move- 
ment for  the  purpose  of  bringing  more  benefits  to  our 
workers,  members  of  the  Labor  Movement. 

Enclosed  is  an  affiliation  blank. 

Trusting  to  receive  the  affiliation  of  your  organization, 
I  am, 

Fraternally  yours, 

MICHAEL   J.    O'DONNELL, 

President. 
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MASSACHUSETTS  STATE  BRANCH,  A.  F.  OF  L, 


Your  committee  has  considered  the  report  submitted 
by  the  Vice-Presidents  to  the  convention  and  desire  to 
submit  the  following  report: 

We  realize  fully  the  handicaps  under  which  the  Vice- 
Presidents  functioned  during  the  past  year.  We  realize 
fully  the  demoralized  condition  of  the  trade  union  move- 
ment of  this  state  and  also  the  unfortunate  condition 
existing  in  our  finances,  and  while  we  concur  in  this 
report  and  commend  the  officers  for  their  efforts  ou 
behalf  of  labor,  we  do  hope  that  in  the  future  the  Vice- 
Presidents  conform  to  the  Constitution,  and  call  the 
attention  of  the  Vice-Presidents  to  Art.  5,  Sec.  1,  which 
provide  for  individual  reports;  this  section  reads  as 
follows:  "and  each  Vice-President  shall  append  to  the 
report  of  the  Executive  Board  an  individual  statement, 
giving  the  names  of  unions  whose  affiliations  he  has 
secured  since  the  last  convention,  and  also  the  number 
of  unions  in  his  or  her  district  eligible  to  membership, 
but  not  yet  affiliated,  and  any  other  information  per- 
tinent to  the  subject." 

The  letter  sent  out  under  date  of  Jan.  15,  1925,  and 
signed  by  the  President  has  been  referred  to  in  the 
report  of  the  Vice-President.  In  relation  to  this  letter 
your  committee  desires  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
delegates  to  the  fact  that  the  convention  has  already 
acted  upon  the  proposition  of  districting,  referred  to  in 
the  letter  and  needs  no  comment  of  this  committee. 

EUGENE  L.   MURPHY, 
CHARLES   L.   REED, 
THERESA  CONNELLY, 
MARY  E.   MEEHAN, 
MAURICE   F.   McKENNA, 
THOMAS   F.  RENEY, 
WILLIAM  A.  BEST, 
JOHN   W.    RUSSELL, 
HERBERT  W.  JORDAN, 
CHARLES   T.   COOKE, 
S.  J.  McBRIDE, 
OTTO  J.  LORENZ, 
Committee    on    Joint    Officers'    Report. 

This  concludes  the  report  of  your  Committee  on  Joint 
Officers  Report  and  I  move  the  adoption  of  the  report 
of  this  committee.     Seconded.     Adopted. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Joint  Officers  Report  adopted 
as  a  whole. 

International  Representative  Silverman,  of  the  Neck- 
wear Workers  of  New  York,  spoke  a  word  to  the  dele- 
gates which  met  with  the  applause  of  the  delegates. 

REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE    ON    LEGISLATIVE 
AGENT'S    REPORT 

Delegate  Miller,  Electrical  Workers  96,  Worcester, 
reported  for  the  committee  as  follows: 

The  Legislative  Agent  expresses  his  belief  that  an 
effort  will  be  made  to  re-draft  the  Workmen's  Compen- 
sation Act  during  the  next  session  of  the  Legislature. 
If  this  should  happen,  we  agree  with  him  that  organized 
labor  should  exert  its  evory  effort  to  see  that  injured 


workers  are  deprived  of  none  of  the  meager  benefits 
they  now  enjoy.  The  agent  also  suggests,  that  during 
the  period  of  re-drafting  we  should  endeavor  to  make 
improvements  in  the  law;  he  further  recommends  that 
the  law  be  amended  as  respects  the  amount  of  benefits 
and  the  length  of  time  they  shall  be  paid. 

The  Committee  fully  agrees  with  the  Agent  as  to  the 
justice  of  this,  but  in  view  of  the  action  of  this  con- 
vention, questions  the  propriety  of  it. 

It  is  the  consensus  of  opinion  of  the  committee,  that  in- 
asmuch as  our  legislative  program  now  calls  for  a  new 
law  to  supplant  the  one  under  discussion,  we  should 
not  be  too  conspicuous  in  efforts  being  made  to  amend 
it;  however,  we  are  of  the  opinion,  and  recommend  that 
the  Executive  Board,  be  given  authority  to  instruct  the 
Legislative  Agent  to  support  any  perfecting  amend- 
ments that  others  may  offer,  while  waiting  action  on 
our  bill. 

We  heartily  concur  in  his  recommendation  that  we 
again  endorse  and  support  the  non-contributory  system 
of  Old  Age  Pensions. 

The  Committee  feels  called  upon  to  suggest  that  in 
the  future  the  Legislative  Agent  condense  his  report 
in  the  interest  of  economy;  the  present  report  is  so 
lengthy  as  to  discourage  many  delegates  from  attempting 
to  read  it;  many  matters  are  discussed  rather  thoroughly 
that  are  of  no  general  interest  to  the  delegates,  and  the 
printing  of  all  this  material  costs  money. 

We  suggest  that  Agent  make  report  on  State  Branch 
bills,  in  somewhat  restrained  detail,  and  refrain  from 
comment  on  bills  that  he  was  not  instructed  by  the 
convention  or  Executive  Board  to  appear  for  or  against. 
If  the  Agent  desires  to  keep  a  log  of  near  labor  bills, 
and  bills  recognized  as  anti-labor,  both  of  which,  called 
for  his  services,  we  suggest  that  it  be  made  up  in 
typewritten  form;  it  would  then  be  available  at  a  greatly 
reduced  cost. 

Your  committee  suggests  that  a  vote  of  commenda- 
tion be  tendered  to  the  Legislative  Agent,  to  the  Legis- 
lative Committees  of  the  various  central  bodies  and  to 
all  others  who  have  rendered  valuable  services  to  the 
State  Branch  in  its  legislative  efforts. 

GEORGE  H.  MILLER, 
ROBERT    ISAACS, 
W.   A.   NEALEY, 
JOHN  J.   O'CONNELL, 
W.  J.  HARRINGTON, 
DAN  McDONALD, 
JAMES  CURRAN, 
DAVID  J.  MEANEY, 
MARGARET   CONNOLLY, 
JOHN  McDONALD, 
Committee   on   Legislative   Agents   Report. 

Moved  the  adoption  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Legislative  Agent's  report. 

Delegate  Kearney,  Waiters  34,  Boston,  moved  an 
amendment  that  the  following  words  be  incorporated  in 
the  report  of  the  committee  on  Legislative  Agent's  re- 
port: "That  the  Legislative  Agent  is  instructed  to  oppose 
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any  legislation  permitting  Self-Insurance  in  Workman's 
Compensation  matters." 

Chairman  Vice-President  Van  Vaerenewyck  ruled  the 
motion  out  of  order,  as  the  matter  had  already  been 
disposed  of  under  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Joint 
Officers  Report. 

Delegate  Kearney,  Waiters  34,  Boston,  appealed  from 
the  decision  of  the  chair. 

Vice-President  Johnson  in  the  chair. 


After  Delegate  Kearney  and  Chairman  Van  Vaerene- 
wyck had  been  heard  from,  the  decision  of  the  chair  was 
sustained. 

Original  motion  calling  for  the  adoption  of  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Agent's  report  was 
adopted. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Agent's  report 
adopted. 

On  motion  convention  adjourned  at  12.15  P.  M.  to 
reconvene  at  2  P.  M. 


FOURTH  DAY— AFTERNOON  SESSION 


Convention  called  to  order  at  2  P.  M.  by  President 
Michael  J.  O'Donnell. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  reading  of  the  minutes 
of  the  morning  session  be  dispensed  with.    Adopted. 

Moved  that  we  proceed  with  the  election  of  officers. 
Seconded.    Adopted. 

t 

Election  Committee  distributed  the  ballots. 

Secretary-Treasurer  Martin  T.  Joyce  proceeded  to 
call  the  roll. 

Delegate  Kearney,  Waiters  34,  Boston,  moved  that 
the  ballot  be  declared  closed  and  that  we  stay  in  session 
until  the  report  of  the  Election  Committee  is  made  to 
this  convention  on  the  result  of  the  election  of  officers 
for  the  ensuing  year. 

Moved  to  amend  that  we  take  a  recess  until  the  report 
of  the  Election  Committee  is  made  to  this  convention. 

Voice  vote  doubted  on  the  amendment  to  recess  until 
the  report  of  the  Election  Committee  is  made  to  the 
convention. 

Standing  vote  showed  136  delegates  in  favor  of  the 
amendment  and  67  opposed  to  the  amendment. 

Amendment  adopted  and  the  convention  recessed. 

President  O'Donnell  called  the  convention  to  order. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  ELECTION 

Delegate  Hunt,  Teamsters  25,  Boston,  for  the  Election 
Committee,  reported  as  follows: 

There  were  201  votes  cast. 

PRESIDENT 
Michael  J.  O'Donnell,  Teamsters  25,  Boston,  201. 

VICE-PRESIDENTS 
District  1. 

John  Van  Vaerenewyck,  Cigarmakers  97,  Boston,  126. 
Mary  V.  Murphy,  Musicians  9,  Boston,  116. 
Michael  J.  O'Hare,  Street  Carmen  589,  Boston,  70. 


District  2. 
Frank  W.  Gifford,  Central  Labor  Union,  Brockton,  103. 

District  3. 
Parker  F.  Murphy,  Trades  and  Labor  Council,  Lowell, 
201. 

District  4. 
Thomas  F.  Conroy,  Central  Labor  Union,  Worcester, 
201. 

District  5. 

John  Gatelee,  Moving  Picture  Operators  186,  Spring- 
field, 201. 

SECRETARY-TREASURER-LEGISLATIVE  AGENT 
Martin  T.  Joyce,  Electrical  Workers  103,  Boston,  147. 

NEXT   CONVENTION  CITY 
Springfield,  153. 

DELEGATE  TO  A.  F.  OF  L.  CONVENTION 
John  J.  Kearney,  Waiters  34,  Boston,  201. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  report  of  the  Election 
Committee  be  accepted.    Adopted. 

Delegate  Hodsdon,  Street  Carmen  589,  Boston,  moved 
that  the  election  to  the  office  of  Secretary-Treasurer- 
Legislative  Agent  be  made  unanimous.  Seconded. 
Adopted. 

Delegate  Anderson,  Trades  and  Labor  Council,  Lowell, 
presented  Delegate  Gatelee,  Moving  Picture  Operators 
Union  186,  Springfield,  with  Five  Dollars  in  Gold,  an 
amount  with  which  to  start  the  Convention  Fund  for  next 
year's  Convention  to  be  held  in  the  city  of  Springfield, 
Mass.  Said  amount  was  remaining  from  the  Lowell  Con- 
vention fund.     [Continued  applause.] 

There  being  no  further  business  to  come  before  the 
Convention,  on  motion  duly  seconded,  the  Convention  ad- 
journed at  4.25  P.  M.  sine  die. 

MARTIN  T.  JOYCE, 

Secretary-Treasurer. 
MARY  E.  CORKERY, 

Assistant   Secretary. 


